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Don’t forget 
It’s the Produce Show in 
the Village Hall on Saturday 1st 
September. Doors open for 
viewing at 2.30 pm and the 
presentation of prizes will be 4pm 
……………………………………… 

Coffee Morning & 
Valuation Day 
Come along to the Coffee Morning 
and Valuation Day at Overton 
Vi l l a g e H a l l o n T h u r s d a y 
September 27th, 10.00am to 
12noon in aid of The Friends of St 
Marys Church Overton. The 
partners from Whitchurch auction 
house, Christina Trevanion and 
Aaron Dean will be here to give 
opinions and values for any objects you wish to bring.  
Christina, a frequent expert and presenter on the BBC’s ‘Bargain Hunt’, 
'Antiques Road Trip’, ‘Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is’ and 
‘Flog It’ TV programmes, specialises in jewellery, silver, ceramics, 
glass and pictures. Aaron is a valuer of furniture, works of art, books, 
letters and signatures and curios.  
It will be Free Admission and £1 per item to be valued (up to a 
maximum of 5) Refreshments, cakes, tea and coffee will be available 
plus a Raffle etc. Look out items to bring along or just come along for a 
cup of coffee and a chat and help raise money to protect the fabric of 
our Parish Church.

Overton Twinners return from La Murette 
When they returned back home from a 
week in Overton’s twin community La 
Murette in France, the Twinners 
unanimously agreed that they had had 
a great time. After a wonderful 
welcome, the children aged from 5 to 
16 year old, got on famously over 
games, activities, competitions and 
meals, and the adults were equally 
delighted with the programme which 
was described as "thoughtful and 
exciting".   
Highlights of the visit were swimming in 
mountain lakes, a day in the nearby 
market town of Voiron, a visit to a 
l imes tone cave , La Gro t te de 
Sassenage, and the Palais Facteur 
Cheval, and a folly built single-

handedly, stone by stone over about 40 years by a local postman.  
Mealtimes varied from communal picnics, a bbq at the lakeside,  to 
dinner en famille, and all together at the Football Club with many local 
folks keen to join in the fun. Several of our French friends from La 
Murrette are keen to join in our community activities, and various 
groups will be welcomed for Halloween, our famous Wine Tasting in 
February, Blues events and the Fete, as well as the usual party at the 
beginning of August when we get together to celebrate 25 years of 
Twinning friendship.            More photos on the Oracle website Gallery

End of an era 
Overton Post Office closed on 
August 31st.  
A fond and sad farewell to 
everyone who has been so 
supportive and kind to me over 
many years at Overton Post 
Office. There is not enough space 
to convey the true thanks and 
appreciation I feel for friends and 
customers alike. It has been a 
privileged journey to take over the 
years, but sadly the internet 
invention (as in other businesses) 
has reduced the need for a full 
transaction office to survive. 
My sincere good wishes to 
everyone I have met. Fond 
memories and kindest regards to 
you all. 

 Elliott W. 

Elliott has requested the Oracle 
does not publish tributes, but on 
behalf of everyone, we must 
express our thanks for his many 
years of service to the village of 
Overton.
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The Overton on Dee Community Growers’ 
Calendar 2019 

Our first Calendar will be launched very soon 
with beautiful colour photos of Overton  

and its surroundings! 
Copies will be available at our Grand Launch in the 

Village Hall at the end of October  
and then at various outlets within the Village,  

but they can be pre ordered now.  
Limited Edition  

If you would like to make sure that you receive a copy 
then order in advance please contact the  
Growers’ Secretary:  email: cathroberts100@aol.com

Musings from the 
Manse 
…………………………………….
by Rev’d Phillip Poole 

A few weeks ago a teenager called Paige Hunter from 
Sunderland was given a certificate of commendation 
by Northumbria Police. They described Paige’s actions 
as an ‘innovative way to reach out to those in a dark 
place.’ She has saved the lives of at least six people, 
simply by attaching around 40 uplifting messages to 
Wearmouth Bridge, saying things like ‘You’re not 
alone’ followed by a helpline telephone number. One 
message reads, ‘Even though things are difficult, your 
life matters; you are a shining light in a dark world, so 
just hold on.’ Paige Hunter’s actions show that a few 
words of affirmation and encouragement, even 
between strangers, can go a long way. They can make 
a big difference to a person’s mood and could even 
save a life. 
As Christians we have a message that is full of hope – 
hope for a brighter future, and hope for this life as well 
as the next. Jesus himself said ‘I have come that 
people might have life, and life in all its 
fullness,’ (John 10:10) and he reminded us of God’s 
love for us in John 3:16: ‘For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.’ Let’s never forget that we are all loved, and that 
we are loved most of all by God himself. We can tell 
him about our anxieties and concerns and he will 
always listen, and if we can’t find words of our own in 
which to pray it is possible to find others who will 
pray for us in any of the village’s churches. It will do 
us good to share our worries and fears with others. 
And if any of us have an opportunity to speak words of 
encouragement and hope to another person, then let’s 
do so. Our words may be the only kind words they 
hear that day. ‘For I know the thoughts that I have 
toward you,’ says the LORD, ‘thoughts of peace and 
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.’ 

Phil Poole.

Country Beat 
……………………………………..……
by PCSO Lynne Maurice  
I would like to remind residents to be 
aware of ‘cold callers’. 
Doorstep crime can take a number of forms but is 
carried out by criminals who deliberately target the 
most vulnerable members of our communities. 
Unfortunately these days, not everyone who calls at 
your door is who they seem. So, you should always 
be on your guard. The person stood on your doorstep 
could be a legitimate caller, a rogue trader, or even a 
distraction burglar. But don't worry. If you always 
follow our 3 step plan, you'll know exactly what to do. 
Genuine callers won't mind waiting whilst you make 
the appropriate checks. 
The Three Step Plan: 
Remember genuine callers will not mind waiting. It's 
your home. You don't have to let anyone in! 
One:  If in doubt, keep them out. It sounds simple, but 
if you don't let someone in - they will go away. Don't 
let them pressure you into opening the door. 
Two: Be prepared. Be in control. Think about what to 
say to doorstep cold callers in advance. Keep a list of 
key contact numbers near your phone so you can 
check out legitimate callers. Ask all other unwanted 
callers to go away. 
Three: Call a neighbour or the police. Contact a local 
relative or nominated neighbour who can help verify a 
cold caller. If you think someone is a rogue trader call 
North Wales Police on 101. To report a distraction 
burglar or rogue trader who has taken your money 
and is still in the area - call 999. 
If you do happen to get caught off guard and a cold 
caller does manage to get into your house, let us 
know about it as soon as possible. There's nothing to 
be embarrassed about, and the sooner we know 
about it, the better chance we have of catching them 
and recovering your property.  
Dealing with cold callers on the phone. 
Remember you are in control, don’t give any details of 
your current or savings accounts and don’t be afraid 
to just put the phone down on unwanted callers. Call 
Telephone Preference Service on 08450700707 

We have further Information at the Station  
should you need it. 

PCSO 151  Lynne Maurice,  
Nth Wales Police/Heddlu Goggledd Cymru,  
Mobile/Symudol: 07854 352 815 

Overton Lunch Club 
is on Wednesday September 12th at 12.30pm 
at the White Horse. There will be a choice of 
a 2-course menu all for £8.95. To book please 
ring Gwynneth Austin on 01978 710672.

Overton Messy Church     
           

Overton’s Messy Church is moving home! Messy 
Church is a new way of doing church for families and 
is on the second Sunday every month from 3-5pm. It is 
run by Christians from local churches and from 
September it will be in the Methodist Chapel. Do join 
us for craft, games, singing, story and food on Sunday 
September 9th at 3pm.      

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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The Power of the Overton Oracle 
In July's edition you kindly printed a request for the 
Village Hall and their missing tables.  Great reaction as 
tables are re-appearing and we are now down to just a 
couple still not returned. The storage door has now 
been padlocked and in future there will be a small 
charge to cover caretaker costs when organisations 
wish to borrow any tables.   

THANK YOU ORACLE.

Back from Camp 

Overton Scout Group and Bryn-y-Pys Explorers 
enjoyed their summer camp at Pradoe, near West 
Felton. The Hall is set in wonderful parkland and is a 
place where Overton Scouts have camped many times 
over the last 40 years.  
The scouts and explorers arrived on Friday July 20th 
and spent Friday night and Saturday morning setting 
up the main elements of the camp. Beavers and Cubs 
arrived on Saturday afternoon to set up their tents and 
there was a campfire in the evening for the whole 
group, 48 boys and girls and 10 leaders. On Sunday 
there was an activities day for everyone with the 
Beavers going home on Sunday afternoon. The Cubs 
camped for another night and went home on Monday. 
The Scouts and Explorers camped until the following 
Saturday July 28th, with a hog roast on the final Friday 
evening.  
Everyone had a really great time, parents of the Cubs 
and Beavers put many positive comments on the 
Group’s Facebook pages including “Thank you 
everyone for organising and giving up your time, my 
son had a fab time!” Several scouts asked their 
parents to delay picking them up when they were 
scheduled to leave for their holidays!   
Pradoe is owned by Andrew and Rachel Kenyon and 
we are very grateful that they have allowed us to camp 
there again. 

Singers Wanted 
Do you enjoy singing? Would you like to join a small 
but enthusiastic choir?  
St Mary’s Church Choir is looking for you! We are 
keen to recruit extra singers of all voices, (Alto’s and 
Tenor’s particularly wanted), and you will be very 
welcome. You do not have to be an expert singer or be 
able to read music – just enjoy singing.  
There is one Thursday evening rehearsal a month and 
you will not be expected to attend every Sunday. Just 
come along on a Thursday evening at 6:30pm on 20th 
September or 18th October. For more information see 
Jo or Paul after the service on a Sunday. We hope to 
see you.  

New Vicar Announced 
Reverend Peter Mackriell has been formally appointed 
as Vicar in charge of Overton St.Mary's and St. Hilary's 
in Erbistock. 
Peter is currently Vicar of Kelsall in the Diocese of 
Chester. 
Peter will be inducted into his 
new position in a service at St. 
Mary's Church on Advent 
Sunday, December 2nd. at 
3.00 p.m. 
We look forward to welcoming 
Peter and his wife Jo to the 
village. They will be taking up 
residence in the Rectory at 
Sundorne at that time.

Response to letter in the August Oracle 
In response to the letter in the August Oracle re the 
cutting of the grass in the Millennium Meadow, the 
Millennium Meadow has four cuts during the year, 
normally April, May, August and October depending on 
the vigour of the meadow. The first cut is only up to the 
tree boundary. There is a fifth cut in June enabling us to 
use the meadow as a car park for the annual village fete. 
When the Millennium Meadow was first designed it was 
intended to have a wildflower area. This proved not to 
be as successful as hoped mainly due to the good soil 
quality, the prevalence of perennial weeds and the high 
volume of docks. 
  

The contractor who cuts the meadow has suggested that 
the August cut be moved to the end May. Any flowers 
could have continuous period from July through to 
October. He also stated that he does not cut the 
foxgloves or cowslips which grow in the meadow, but 
cuts around them.  
  

Members of the council support the suggested new cuts 
and intend to put a notice in the Overton Oracle (see 
page 6) to advise residents of the new maintenance 

p r o g r a m m e f o r 
next year. It is their 
hope that those 
using the meadow 
will still enjoy the 
amenity. 

Overton 
Community 

Council 

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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William Hamer 1890 - 1918  
September 2018 is the 100th anniversary of the death of William Hamer whose name is on the Overton War 
Memorial. William was born in 1890 in Kinsham on the Herefordshire/ Radnorshire border. His father was James 
Hamer born in 1862 in Llandewy, Radnorshire, a cattleman at Kinsham Court and his mother was Elizabeth nee 
Meredith born in 1861 in Builth, Breconshire. His parents married in 1884 in Builth. William’s father moved to 
work as Bailiff for the Earl of Lisburne at the Trawsgoed Estate near Aberystwyth. The family lived in the lodge 
and William went to school at Llanafan. William’s siblings were Annie b1887, Margaret b1893 and Arthur b1895.  
The 6th Earl died in 1899 and this might be why by the 1901 census the family had moved to Top Lodge, 
Penylan Hall, near Ruabon and James was working as cattleman for Peter Ormorod.   
By 1911 James had changed his job to be Bailiff for Hugh Peel at Bryn y Pys, the family living at the Home Farm 
house Overton (an earlier house to the present one). There were jobs at Bryn y Pys for all the family,  Annie was 
working in the dairy, William was a gardener and Arthur worked with his father on the Home Farm. Margaret had 
left home and was living at The Lodge, Wrexham Road, Overton where she worked as house & sewing maid for 
Mr Child, the Bryn y Pys Land Agent. But in 1913 James Hamer age 51 died of throat cancer, and the widow and 
children had to move out of the farmhouse. Mr Peel gave them a cottage to rent on Wrexham Road, Overton, 
opposite the present playing fields.  
William left Bryn y Pys and moved to work in the Chirk Castle gardens. Lord Howard de Walden had recently 
taken a lease on the castle and purchased the “Holyhead Road gardens” for £1,000 (now known as Whitehurst 
Gardens) to provide fruit and vegetables for the castle and his London home. Large green houses were erected 
and many new gardeners employed. William would have worked for the Head Gardener Mr James Vert and 
probably lived in the Gardeners’ Bothy.  
The following year war broke out and William joined the 8th Battalion of the King's Shropshire Light Infantry, 
Private No 13094, a war-raised Service Battalion, formed in Shrewsbury in September 1914 under Lt. Col. C. H. 
Sisted. William landed in France on 6th September 1915, but after only a few weeks on the Western Front, the 
Battalion was sent to Macedonia, arriving on November 6th 1915. It spent the remainder of the war on the 
Salonika front around Doiran, suffering severely from malaria as well as from encounters with the enemy. Periods 
of routine trench work, in reserve, along the Struma or in the defences of Salonika were interspersed with severe 
fighting, as at "Pip Ridge", near Lake Doiran, in February 1917 and again in September 1918. And it was on 18th 
September 1918 that William, age 28, was killed.   
Communications were poor in those days, it took weeks for 
news to get back to Wales. On November 11th the end of the 
war was celebrated in Overton to the relief of Mrs Hamer, 
hoping that her son William would be home soon. But it was 
later in November, after the Armistice, that she received the 
letter that William was dead.   
William has no known grave but his name is on the Doiran 
Memorial in Macedonia (picture right), and he is remembered 
on the Chirk War Memorial and on the Overton War Memorial.  
The late Mrs Betty Williams was the daughter of William’s older 
sister Annie. These notes were compiled by the Editor some 2 
years ago with the help and approval of Mrs Williams. 

Walter Herbert Edwards  1894 - 1918 
Walter Edwards also died 100 years ago this month. Walter was born in 1894, the son of Richard Edwards, a 
wagoner at Asney Farm, working for farmer Walter Richards. He and his wife Selina and the family lived at Asney 
Cottage, Overton Bridge. Their children were Richard b1893, Walter b1895, Mabel b1896 and Elsie b1898. By 
1911 Walter age 17 was still living at home and working as a Jobbing Gardener. 

Walter enlisted in Liverpool probably as a result of the Military Service Bill in January 
1916 which conscripted all single men aged 18 to 41. His brother Richard had 
enlisted in November 1914. Walter was Gunner 164885 in the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. In April 1917 he was sent to France to join the 100th Siege Battery. . 
Siege Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high 
explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 
inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge railway or road-mounted 12 
inch howitzers. The 100th Battery was first sent to France in 18th May 1916 with 5 
 officers and 177 other ranks, 17 riding horses, 6 draught and 80 heavy draught 
horses, 3 two-horse carts and 10 four-horse wagons. 
Walter died of wounds at 17th Casualty Station on September 20th 1918. He was 24 
years old. He was buried in Grave 111.E.15 in La Kreule Military Cemetery, 
Hazebrouck, France. He is remembered on Overton War Memorial.  
Walter’s older brother Richard was killed a year earlier and the brothers’ names are 
next to each other on Overton War Memorial. 

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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Opening of the Overton Community Mini plots 
About a year ago Steve Ketelle, Chairman of Overton Bowling Club asked  the Community Growers if they would 
like to develop a small plot of land behind Overton's Bowling Green. This was a very exciting offer because we 
realised that not only would we have our own special place in which to grow flowers to plant around the village but 
that we would also be able to offer mini plots to people in the community so that they could plant and grow their 
own vegetables and flowers and that it could also serve as a lovely place for the Community Growers to meet. 
Two very important members of our group Claire Latham, of Knolton Market Garden and Claire Christian of  

Wildbanks Conservation have been the brains behind this development and their 
skills and knowledge of all things gardening have been an essential part of the 
development of the mini plots. 
On Sunday August 5th we held a party in the 
Bowling Club Pavilion. Claire Latham and 
Claire Christian officially opened the plots 
and a fruit tree was planted in honour of our 
benefactor Eric Richards who left the 
Community Growers £500 in his will. Guests 
were treated to tuition in bowling by Steve 
and the afternoon was full of community 
spirit. 
On behalf of the Overton Community 
Growers can I thank Steve Ketelle and the 
members of Overton Bowling Club for 
offering us the use of the plot of land behind the Bowling Green. 

More colour photos on Overton Oracle website Gallery                                                                            Pene Coles

Thank you 
Many thanks to the kind people who provided hospitality for the "441 
Hz Chamber Choir" from Gdansk, Poland who stayed in Overton 
during the Llangollen International Eisteddfod, and to Fred Edwards 
who took photos of the hosts with their guests.

Dear Editor,
I have been putting off writing this letter for some 
months, but I have spoken to many people in the 
village concerning the continuous noise of dogs 
barking.  
At weekends that is all we hear, starting early in the 
morning until late at night. The owners of these dogs 
have no consideration for other people. Why do they 
let them annoy their neighbours so much? 
Alexander Armstrong said on the radio last Sunday “I 
love Sunday mornings, I love the peace and 
tranquility.” 
I thought - you must be joking, you should come and 
live in Overton and listen to the racket around us. 
It’s time these dog owners thought about what they are 
doing and put a stop to it. 

Mike Lawrenson

Overton WI invite you  
to an evening with  
Martin Wood, the Shrewsbury Town Crier 

‘HAVE BELL, WILL YELL’ 
Come and meet a real life Town Crier! 
on Thursday, 20th September, 7.30pm  
at the Catholic Church Hall 

Visitors welcome, £4 including refreshments 
Members competition: A Bell

Poppies for sale 
Overton Community Growers are 
making large poppies using the bases of 
plastic pop bottles 
(see photo) which 
will be on sale in the 
run up to Armistice 
Day. Proceeds will 
be in aid of the 
O v e r t o n B r i t i s h 
L e g i o n a n d T h e 
Overton Growers. 
Look out for further 
details announced 
soon and in next 
months Oracle.

Overton Rocks 
If you are puzzled by brightly coloured and decorated 
stones you have seen around the village, here is the 
explanation.‘Overton Rocks’ has provided much 
pleasure for the youngest Overton residents this 
summer, decorating stones, hiding them, searching for 
and discovering others, and leaving clues and pictures 
on the “Overton Rocks” Facebook page. 

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to the ‘Invitation’ recently 
received from St Mary’s Church Council members and I 
admit I am saddened and somewhat offended by the 
seemingly patronising tone of the writing.  
I initially read with enthusiasm when learning about our 
new ‘Priest in Charge’ and thought how rewarding it 
would be to share ideas about moving the Church 
forward. Whilst I do agree that it would be a shame 
should a church, such as St. Mary’s not be open due to 
dwindling numbers, I do not agree that going to Church 
is the only way we learn about caring for one another, 
connecting or being a community.  
I was most affronted at the next and final paragraph 
where it appeared that those of us with busy, family 
lives are seemingly only ‘doing half a job’ when we only 
teach our children about The Christmas Story or how 
Jesus died at Easter.  As a mother, I hope I have taught 
my children well in all aspects of life and how we live 
together in this ever changing world; surely the true 
meaning and foundations of Christianity, particularly in 
our modern society.  
As a family unit, we have taught our children about The 
Old Testament, where they have delighted in learning 
about how our world was created, about Noah, a giant 
called Goliath and a boy who was protected from lions 
by God. We have also taught them about the 
significance of Jesus’ birth, how he healed those in 
need and fed 5,000 people too. We, and the schools 
they have attended, have taught them compassion, 
respect, courage, honesty and perseverance; true 
Christian values, that experiences in life have shown 
them how to deal with and they have learnt these 
without coming to Church.  
There are many times when we are grateful for the 
service that a Church provides such as showing 
gratitude for our mothers on Mothering Sunday, paying 
respect to those who died to save us on Remembrance 
Sunday and when attending services led by or including 
St. Mary’s School children, as examples. 
So in summary, please, don’t assume that because we 
don’t attend Church EVERY Sunday, that as parents, 
we are only doing ‘half a job’; I’d certainly like to think 
that I’m not!                        

Name and Address supplied

The Poo on my Shoe 
Roads covered with rubbish 
And potholes that are a plenty. 
Everywhere looks oh so messy 
Yet the culprits remain unpunished. 
Green lanes that do not look so lush 
Pop bottles and bags lay all in the hedge. 
Old Mackie D’s that will make you retch 
Give those culprits a bag and a brush. 
Streets that are in need of scrubbing 
Glue like chewing gum dotted all around. 
These sticky dots are seen in every town 
The culprits should clean up, instead of clubbing. 
Paths that are forever paved in doggy doo 
Scooping it up, why it is not that hard. 
Instead of leaving those small brown turds 
Thanks, now it is I with poo on my shoe. 

Steven Spires 

Overton Community Council  
Public Notice 

Cutting and Maintenance of The  
Millennium Meadow 

Please be advised that the months when the 
Millennium Meadow is cut will change in 2019 

to the following months.  
There will be one cut in April, June and October 

and two cuts in May.  
This is to enable wildflowers and associated 

wildlife to thrive.

From the House 
Recently in the House of 
Commons local MP for 
Clwyd South, Susan Elan 
Jones praised the work of 
Penley Rainbow Centre, 
Wrexham county based 
Community Agents who 
support the over-50s and 
t h e p o p u l a r W e l s h 
Government Care and Repair programme as examples 
of excellence in older people’s care.  
Speaking in the annual summer pre-recess debate, the 
Clwyd South MP called for more emphasis to be 
placed on older people’s care and for greater national 
and international sharing of best practice. 
Susan Elan Jones MP described the “outstanding” day 
opportunities provision at the Penley Rainbow Centre 
and described other services including the provision of 
a new minibus which means that the Centre can serve 
even more people. Susan Elan Jones said: “Penley 
Rainbow Centre is not just a credit to the area I am 
privileged to represent in Parliament, it is a project 
that is worthy of replication in communities across 
Wales, the UK and indeed, more widely across the 
world”. 
In the speech Wrexham County’s Community Agents 
were praised, and the programme they provide was 
described as “a fine project supporting older people’s 
care in much of my constituency and in parts of the 
town of Wrexham”. The MP then paid tribute to the 
local Town and Community Councils for giving the 
funding to make the work possible in their areas, and 
then also thanked everyone who supported the 
programme at Wrexham Council level and in the local 
voluntary sector. 

http://overtonoracle.com
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Dear Editor,
In response to a letter in August Oracle re: the Avenue - 
Way back before the Millennium -  the Community 
Council agreed to lease/rent the land known as the 
Avenue in an attempt to create a "millennium 
meadow".  The annual rent was precepted for out of the 
Community Charge on our Council Tax bills. I think the 
lease was for 20 years (with no breaks).  So the 
aspirations of growing a meadow were started, after 
taking advice from specialists and experts. Sadly, after 2 
or more seasons when seeds were planted and nothing 
grew, then plant plugs were planted and still nothing 
grew - oh sorry yes thousands of dock leaves grew.  
Another consultant then told the council that the land 
was too fertile and was only ever pasture land and 
would never be a meadow. So it was with regret the 
plans were abandoned but not before the spend to date 
was calculated at many thousands of pounds (paid for 
by every one of us in our Council Tax) 
There were also conditions on the rental agreement 
about keeping the grass tidy - interpreted as "cut when 
necessary". Which is what happens now, yet another 
expense. 
 In addition the Community Council became 
responsible for the health of the trees in the Avenue.  
This has required constant inspection of the individual 
trees by specialists and the removal of any dangerous 
branches. Again costs paid by us. I also seem to 
remember public liability insurance had to be arranged 
and paid for. 
I, for one, would hope that the Community Councillors 
re-think the value of paying a huge amount of rent for a 
dog walk and occasional car park. We are lucky in 
Overton to have access to so many footpaths - many of 
which are overgrown through lack of use. Let's hope 
that common sense prevails when the lease comes to an 
end quite soon. 

Name and address supplied

Overton’s Silent Soldiers 
Appearing on traffic islands, town centres and in parks 
all over the country, the ‘Silent Soldiers’ are marking 
the final year of the World War One centenary. And 
now Overton has its own two ‘Silent Soldiers’ in place 
either side of the War Memorial in the High Street. 
The Royal British Legion has invited everyone to take 
part in a movement to say 'Thank You' to the First 
World War generation who served, sacrificed, rebuilt 
and changed the nation. The iconic image of a 
"Tommy" is to represent the members of the 
communities the nation says thank you to, including 
those who gave medical support, soldiers from across 
the commonwealth, RAF/RFC, Navy, munition factory 
workers  etc. as a reminder of the sacrifices made 
during the First World War. The silhouettes have at 
their base the words "Lest we Forget”.  
In Overton 27 men lost their lives from 1914 to 1918 
and 3 more died in the following year from wounds 
received. The silhouettes also remind everyone of the 
87 Overton men who returned, walking back home to 
the village from Overton on Dee station - but with their 
lives changed forever.  
Overton branch of the Royal British Legion wish to 
thank those members of the community who made 
generous donations to enable Overton to have its 2 
‘Silent Soldiers’.

Ken Skates visits Overton 
Ken Skates Assembly Member for Clwyd South and 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Transport, visited 
Overton on a very hot day in August. Ken said “I really 
enjoyed getting out and about in Overton to talk to 
residents about the issues affecting their communities.”  

“Thank 
you to 
those 
who 
came out 
to lend a 
hand.”  

Date for the Diary 
The next pop-up cafe date will be on  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20th  
9.30am to 12.30pm.

http://overtonoracle.com
mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
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90 Year Anniversary of the Great Pilgrimage 
The Great Pilgrimage of the Royal British Legion took place between 5th 
and 9th August and Overton was represented by David Burton and Mervyn 
Rodenhurst. Coach 935 was one of the coaches full of British Legion 
members from North Wales (there were 60 coaches in total from the UK) 
leaving Wrexham at 6.00am for a 10 hour drive to Lille. Monday started 
with a visit to Zonnebecke and the Passchaendaele museum, followed by the 
town of Ypres and the Langermark Welsh Memorial and Tyne Cot Memorial 
where the names of Walter Jackson and William 
Burdet t were found, 2 men who are 
commemorated on the Overton War Memorial.  
Tuesday’s visit was to the Somme where  the 
huge Lochnagar crater and Memetz Wood were 
visited. At the Memetz Wood Welsh Memorial, 
wreaths were laid and the hauntingly beautiful 
hymn, Canon Lan was sung! The coach then 
moved on to the Theipval Memorial where the 
name of another the Overton fallen, Alan 
Durdle was located (see David pointing to name 

photo right). Late in the afternoon at the Arras Memorial the name of Harry Morgan 
was located, making four names from the Overton War Memorial we found in total. 
At each name David and Mervyn said the Legion’s Exhortation in remembrance. 
Everyone assembled in Ypres for the march on Wednesday 8th August. David said “At the start the National 
Chairman addressed the participants. He said that every man who fought in the Ypres Salient between 1914 and 
1918, arrived at the station behind us and marched up the road we were assembled on and carried on up through 
the town and through the Menin Gate. He said we were re-creating history!” 
On August 8th 1928 the Menin Gate was unveiled in the presence of the War Widows and Legion representatives. 
The date was chosen by Earl Haig as it was the start of the 100 day campaign that led to the end of the war. 
Present were the Prince of Wales (the future King Edward VIII) and the service was led by the Archbishop of 
York. In 1928 in his address to the crowd, Field Marshall Herbert Plumer said of those who had no known grave 

“He is not missing; he is here”!  54,000 names are 
inscribed on the panels on the Menin Gate. 
On August 8th 2018 the current Archbishop of York, John 
Sentamu led the prayers, and 1,149 British Legion 
standards representing the towns and villages of Great 
Britain, marched the mile from Ypres station to the Menin 
Gate, followed by 1,149 wreath layers. Overton standard 
was carried by David, and 
Mervyn laid the Overton 
wreath with its message 
composed and written by 
Year 6 of St Marys 
School, Overton.  
David and Mervyn have 
thanked the Over ton 

branch of the Royal British Legion for sending them on this Pilgrimage and for 
the opportunity to take part in this moving and memorable occasion. In return, 
members of the branch thanked David and Mervyn for representing the village!

Indoor Bowls 
Indoor Bowls will start again on each 
Wednesday from 10th October, 2.00pm to 
4.00pm in the Village Hall. New members 
are most welcome. If you would like more 
information please contact Alan Mawdsley on 
01978 710052

http://overtonoracle.com
mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Congratulations 
Congratulations to our 
beautiful daughter Katy 
Williams on achieving a 
BA 2:1 BA (Hons) in 
Marketing from Liverpool 
John Moores University. 
Love Mum, Dad Fiona 
and Sara. xx

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Hannah 
Roberts who has 
graduated from The Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama, Cardiff with  
BMus (Hons) in 
performance, specialising 
in flute and piccolo.  
Hannah will continue her 
studies for a MMus in 
Cardiff from September. 

Overton Playcentre News 
At our lovely graduation ceremony at the end of July we presented certificates and showed a film of the work the 
children have done over the year. Now September is here we will be flat out welcoming our new intake of 2 and 3 
yr olds, as well as looking forward to enjoying the company of Playgroup Plus who are last years EE children, as 
they fly on to pastures new with Mrs Burton’s Nursery Class in St Mary’s School. This year we will be exploring 
traditional fairy stories like ‘The Little Gingerbread Man’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’! 
From September onwards Overton Playcentre is registered for the Childcare Offer which means that families 
living in and around Overton are able to access 30hrs of FREE Childcare a week! Go onto the eligibility checker 
(follow the link below) to see if you can get this fantastic help for families! For Playgroup Plus parents they will get 
the Free Childcare now in September and those who are 3yrs old before Christmas will be able to access this 
when they start Early Education after Christmas.  Parents need to register by going onto - 

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/wrexham-childcare-offer.aspx  
or search for ‘Wrexham Childcare Offer’ which takes you to this. Flintshire is delivering the admin for this offer so 
don’t be alarmed when you get taken to Flintshire’s website!  
This offer applies to 30 hrs of government-funded childcare that includes Early Entitlement and Foundation Phase 
Nursery Provision for 3 & 4 yr olds of working parents for up to 48 weeks of the year. Eligible children will be able 
to access the offer from the beginning of the term following their 3rd birthday until the September following their 
4th birthday.  
Early Entitlement                 = Learning Entitlement of 10 hrs a week,    Childcare Allowance of 20 hrs a week 
Foundation Phase Nursery = Learning Entitlement of 12.5 hrs a week, Childcare Allowance of 17.5 hrs a week 
Excitingly the 30 hrs carries on in the holidays where the full 30 hours can be used at our Konekt Holiday Club for 
9 weeks on a pro-rata basis - 

• A child who is eligible to receive the offer for three terms will be entitled to receive 9 weeks of holiday 
weeks childcare during school holidays. 

• A child who is eligible to receive the offer for two terms will be entitled to receive 6 weeks of holiday 
weeks childcare during school holidays. 

• A child who is eligible to receive the offer for one term will of entitled to receive 3 weeks of holiday weeks 
childcare during school holidays.”                                     August has been a busy month for our  

Konekt Holiday Club  
-what with junk modelling, making waffles, painting 
rocks to join in with Overton Rocks! We’ve made clay 
animals, pizzas and poems too, here is one! 
 The Playgroup Poem 
 Playgroup is fun 
 Playgroup is caring 
 There is no such thing as child comparing 

 (Two girls 10yrs old) 
We moved to the Scout Hut for a day while we were 
h a v i n g s o m e 
electrical work done 
a n d t h o r o u g h l y 
enjoyed making use 
of the park. Alistair 
from ‘A’ Star sports 
brought his parachute 
& o t h e r e x c i t i n g 
sporty activities for 
the morning. 

Overton Playcentre presents a Charity 
Fundraising evening of…    
Ceilidh Dancing 

featuring Twmpathology with caller Martin Hallett 
& Auction of  Promises 
conducted by Glyn Owens, Auctioneer

Saturday 22nd September 2018, 7:00pm til late 
at Overton Village Hall, LL13 0EE  

Tickets: £12 Adults, £5 Children 
Food included in ticket cost, Licensed Bar, Raffle 

Tickets: owensrichards2018@gmail.com/07889 986633 
Everyone welcome, come & enjoy a fun filled evening with us

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/wrexham-childcare-offer.aspx
mailto:owensrichards2018@gmail.com
mailto:owensrichards2018@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/wrexham-childcare-offer.aspx


Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com �10

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Volunteers for Wildlife Wanted 
Interested in doing something for local wildlife and 
getting a little exercise?  
I am looking to start an Overton Conservation Group, 
an ent i re ly voluntary group wi th a monthly 
volunteer session aimed at carrying out conservation 
work in the Overton area.  
The groups main task will be litter picking in Overton 
and along the surrounding footpaths, however other 
projects might be pursued if enough people join the 
group, such as work to improve Overton for 
wildlife such as hedgehogs and swifts.  
Having worked for conservation charities such as the 
Wildlife Trusts and the RSPB, I am experienced in 
leading volunteer groups in this type of work and keen 
to set up something in the local area.  
If interested please enquire at  
katharine.piercy@googlemail.com  
or call on 07725 224151. 

Lesley Younger 
Seasoned logs 

for sale 
Delivered and placed. 

Tel: 0794 773 1995 
Broad Oak Farm, St Martins 

Shropshire SY11 3DR

NEW BUSINESS 
Opened on Saturday 11th August  

The Trotting Mare Inn is based on a 
Fish & Chips / Gastro Pub Theme 
and serves food for either eating in  

or to takeaway 
We are open 7 days a week from 12 noon for Food or 
just a much needed Traditional Beer or Glass of Wine  
Why not come and dine with us and have your 
traditional Fish & Chips with bread & butter and a pot 
of tea, or a glass of Beer or Wine - the choice is yours! 

Take a look at our full menu  
from our new Website 

www.trottingmareinn.co.uk  Tel:   01978 710743

The White Horse     

Food available Tuesday pm to Saturday 
and Sunday Lunch

• Tuesday is Grill night : 2 meals from 
our grill menu for £20. 

• Wednesday is Italian night : £10.95 
for an Italian 2 course meal.  

• Thursdays kids under 13 eat free with any full  
paying adult meal.  

Christmas Fayre menu available for all December 
Book your function at the White Horse. We can cater for 
meetings, weddings, funerals and special occasions.  
Tailor made menus to suit. 01978 710111 

Rainbow Centre News 
The first batch of volunteer drivers to drive the new 
additional Rainbow Centre minibus have attended their 
driving training course and they are now ready for 
action. 
In an attempt to tackle the issue of loneliness and 
isolation, the Rainbow Centre will be starting a 
Luncheon Club two days a month, on a Thursday from 
12.30pm to 2.30pm, and we now have the facility to 
provide transport to those who may require it to get to 
the lunch. Our buses can cater for wheelchairs and 
people using mobility aids and there is no age 
restrictions applicable to this facility. 
We know that there are other established luncheon 
clubs operating in the Maelor area. Although we intend 
to target the areas where there is no provision at the 
moment, we are not discouraging anyone from 
attending as we are fully aware that some members 
like to attend more than one club. If you are interested 
please contact Pat Burns, Community Agent at the 
Rainbow Centre.Tel: 01948 830242 or 0787 34 22 911 

Overton Playcentre 
• Playgroup and playgroup plus 
• Early Education 
• Before & After school club 
• Child care offer 
• Konekt holiday club Yrs 2-10 
• Open 7.30am - 6pm 
tel:      01978 710688 
email:  overtonplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk 

Reg charity no: 701478 

Save on your Gas or Electricity bill? 
On Monday 10th September there will be a free drop-in 
session at the library, run by Groundwork to enable 
people to check if they are paying the right amount for 
their gas and electricity. Groundwork will be here from 
10am to 1pm. Please can people bring a current energy 
bill with them.  
Any queries, please ask at Rebecca the library

Delta Moon at Overton Village Hall 
On Sept 7th Overton Village Hall is once again the 
venue for a world renowned Blues Band, Delta Moon, 
winners of the highest award in blues, the International 
Blues Challenge! Tickets available from 01948 770215   
or petevans@btinternet.com

http://www.trottingmareinn.co.uk/
mailto:overtonplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Blues_Challenge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Blues_Challenge
mailto:petevans@btinternet.com
mailto:katharine.piercy@googlemail.com
mailto:overtonplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Blues_Challenge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Blues_Challenge
mailto:petevans@btinternet.com
http://www.trottingmareinn.co.uk/
mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
mailto:katharine.piercy@googlemail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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Short term 
vehicle hire 

available

Homefix 
Plumbing & Heating 
07905741758 

One of  our friendly, qualified engineers 
has moved to your area and we can now offer you: 
• All Plumbing work 
• Complete bathroom re-fits, including tiling, 

plastering and flooring 
• Gas Boiler and Appliance Installation, Service 

& Repair 
No call out fees, free quotations 

10% discount on labour costs  
for all new customers 

email: homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

http://overtonoracle.com
mailto:homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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Overton Cricket Club September Fixtures 
Matches commence at 1.00pm
September 1     Much Wenlock  Away 
                   8     Fenns Bank      Home 
                 15     St Georges       Away

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER 
Copy deadline is 20th of 

the previous month.  
Get your events & news 

to us early to avoid 
disappointment  

THIS INCLUDES  
ADVERTISEMENTS   

Leave your contributions 
& announcements at the 

Corner Shop or email 
overtonoracle@gmail.com

Family Announcements 
Happy September Birthdays to Hannah 
Roberts, Lucas Pimparel, Brian Hamlington, 
Euan Stevenson, Val Stevenson, Ross Morrison, 
David (Wavy) Williams, Melissa Haynes, Charlotte 
Eve, Pauline Lynch. Kayleigh Grindley, Haf 
and Aoife Edwards, Laura Marks, Myra Worthington, 
Holly Lynch, Pauline Edwards, Dave Austin, Marion 
Sinclair, Amy Leech, Simon Edwards, Rob 
Lawrenson, Stephen Evison, and Sarah Fell-Groom. 

What’s On 
September Diary for St Mary’s Services         
Sunday Sept 2nd 10am Village Praise, Rev Mike Vellacott 
Sunday Sept 9th 11.30am Holy Communion Rev Alan Tiltman 
Sunday Sept 16th 10am Family Communion Rev Barrie Gauge 
Sunday Sept 23rd11.30am Holy Communion Rev Paul Barrow 
Sunday Sept 30th 11am Mission area service at Hanmer 
September Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel           
Sunday September 2nd 6.00pm United Service at Regent St.  
                          Methodist Church, Wrexham 
Sunday September 9th 6.30pm Rev Richard Parkes 
Sunday September 16th6.30pm Holy Communion Rev P Poole 
Sunday September 23rd 11am All Age Worship Rev Phillip Poole 
Sunday September 30th 6.30pm Mr Ian Valentine 

Harvest Celebrations 
Friday October 5th 7pm 7pm Rev Richard Hall 
Sunday October 7th Rev 6.30pm Rev Neville Pugh 
Monday October 8th 6.30pm Harvest Supper 
Coffee Mornings at the Chapel every Saturday morning 

10.30am to 12 noon  
Saturday September 1st 2.30pm Overton Village Produce  
 Show in the Village Hall 
Thursday September 6th 10.30am-2.30pm Rainbow Centre  
               Lunch & Learn ‘Acrylic Painting’ with Christine  
               Matthews 
Friday September 7th 9.00pm to 11.30pm “Delta Moon” 
 Blues Band at Overton Village Hall 
Saturday September 8th 10.30am Overton Bowling Club  
 Coffee Morning at the Village Hall  
Monday September 10th 10am-2pm Check you Energy Bills 
 drop-in at the Library 
Tuesday September 11th 6.50pm Overton Community  
 Council meeting in the Parish Room. Members of  
 the public wishing to speak 6.50pm-7.00pm. 
Tuesday September 11th 7pm for 7.30pm Bingo Night at the 
 Rainbow Centre, Penley. Tea & coffee available  
Wednesday September 12th 10.30am Overton British  
 Legion meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome 
Wednesday September 12th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club  
 at the White Horse. Please book - see below  
Saturday September 15th 11.30am 4th Annual Scarecrow 
 Competition & Dog Show at Friars Field Community  
 Garden, Bangor on Dee 
Thursday September 20th 7.30pm Overton WI Meeting  
 “Have Bell, Will Yell” with Martin Wood, Shrewsbury  
 Town Crier at the  Catholic Church Hall  
Thursday September 27th 10am-12noon Coffee Morning 
 & Valuation Day in aid of the Friends of St Marys at  
 Overton Village Hall 

Coffee Morning 
in aid of Overton Bowling Club  
on Saturday September 8th,  
10.30am-12noon in the Village Hall.

Overton Royal British Legion  
100 Club  

 Results of the “100 Club” draw for August 
2018.  

97 members entered and the draw was made at the 
White Horse Lunch Club on the 8th August by Rev 
David Child. The winners are  - 
   1st Prize   £194.00   No  22  Howard Jones  
   2nd Prize    £97.00   No   8  Nick Dunne 
   3rd Prize     £48.50   No  66  David Leighton Harper 
Legion Fund: £145.50    

Next Draw: Wednesday September 12th  
2 places are now available. If you wish to join please 
ring   DAVE  AUSTIN: TEL- 01978 710678. 

All articles & advertisements in the Overton Oracle are published in good faith & without prejudice. Space constraints mean that 
submitted articles may be edited or not published. Please be mindful that personal details submitted will be available on the internet.

Your Oracle Team - 
Chairman & Advertising 
David Burton;  Treasurer 
Rob Netzband–Piggott; 
Dis tr ibut ion Cynthia 
Davies; Charlotte Clarke, 
Euan Stevenson, Sean 
C l a r k e & G w y n n e t h 
Austin. 

Editor - Jill Burton. 
Tel 710631 or e-mail 

overtonoracle@gmail.com 

The Overton Craft Group 
The Overton Craft Group will resume meetings on 
Tuesday afternoons in September, 1.00pm to 3.00pm 
in the Chapel Schoolroom.. 
New members are most welcome, just pop in and see 
what we are up to if you enjoy sewing, knitting and 
crocheting or painting.

The Overton Oracle is printed and supported by “Business Print & Design” Wrexham. Tel. No. 01978  664726 
e-mail: info@bpandd.co.uk                 

The Oracle is delivered FREE to more than 650 homes in the Overton Area. Our thanks go the volunteer distributors who make 
sure you receive your copy each month. We operate a postal service for our long distance readers, and we are also on the Web.   
www.overtonoracle.com  You can also  e-mail us at overtonoracle@gmail.com  
Useful telephone numbers; POLICE: non emergency calls -101 or 0300 330 0101  LITTER CLEARANCE:   01978 298989 
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