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Pudsey is coming to
Overton AGAIN!

This year’s route of the
Children in Need Rickshaw
Challenge with BBC One
Show Matt Baker is coming
through our village on morning
of Monday November 11th.
Let’s turn out to cheer them on.

…………….…………………….…
Buy your Overton on Dee
Growers Calendar, £6 from the
Corner Shop, M E Evans Butchers,
Home Farm & Lewis Farm Shop.
Thanks to all advertisers. Proceeds
are ploughed back into Growers’
funds for planting within the village.

Shaping the future of our Library Service

The total cost of providing the current
library service in Wrexham CB is £1.3
million. The service has now been tasked
with reducing this cost by £300,000 over
the next 2 years, a reduction of 23%. Their
recent announced consultation says that
they know that they cannot continue to
deliver the library services as they are
today and they want to hear from you
about ideas on how the service should be
delivered in the future. They want your
feedback about ideas and any other
suggestions you have.
Overton Library is at present open 15 hours a week and provides
public computer access, local information, support for the Playcentre,
and School, 4 local book clubs, e-books, e-audiobooks, e-magazines
and e-comics, as well as books to borrow; an inclusive meeting place
for everyone, young and old. You can take part and add your opinions
by completing one of the forms at Overton library or by completing
online at www.wrexham.gov.uk/libraryreview The more Overton
people who take part, the more it will show we want Overton Library.

Library Working Party

The Growers invite everyone to a

'Growing Together Workday’ at
2pm on Sunday 10th Nov. We would
like as many volunteers as possible
to help prepare the grassed land at
the Car Park for Phase 2 of planting.
No gardening experience necessary,
just bring plenty of enthusiasm and
basic gardening tools.

…………….…………………….…
Overton-on-Dee W.I..
will be holding their AGM
meeting in the Catholic Church
Hall on Thursday 21st November at
7.30pm, followed by a Christmas
Rag Wreath workshop - mixing
Business with Pleasure! All are very
welcome, come and join the fun!

…………….…………………….…

Chapel Christmas Fair
on Saturday November 30th at 2pm

Overton Community Council has set up a Library Working Party
and would like to encourage involvement and representation from as
many quarters of the community as possible to ensure that the
Council's response to the library consultation accurately reflects the
community's views. The Working Party will next meet on 11th
November at 7.00 pm in The Parish Room and we will look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible there. In the meantime we
encourage everyone to complete the Review of Library Services (see
above) by 30th November. We are also in discussion with our County
Councillor, John McCusker, and will shortly be writing to Susan ElanJones and will keep you posted of any further information we learn
from these discussions.

Lest we forget

This year, the 80th anniversary year of the start of WWII,
Remembrance Sunday is on Sunday November 10th when
the Royal British Legion and members of the Community will
assemble at the War Memorial at 10.55am. There will be
prayers and the 2 minute silence, followed by a church service in St
Mary’s Church. Everyone is welcome!
On November 11th the Overton Branch of the Royal British Legion
usually met at the War Memorial for an act of remembrance. This year,
however, children from St Mary’s School will be holding a
Remembrance service in the church at 10.30am which the Legion will
be attending.
We are still looking for a Poppy Appeal Organiser to take over from
Colin Bamber. You have to be over 18; you do not have to have been a
member of the armed services and full training will be provided. Please
contact David Burton on 710631 if interested.
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Musings from the
Manse
by Rev’d Phillip Poole
At Messy Church in October we looked at the theme of
generosity and we heard the story of a 5yr old boy
named Fletcher who raised money so that he could buy
pyjamas for someone in his community who needed
warm clothes for the winter. It’s amazing that he was
able to do this as a 5yr old, but even more amazingly he
even got some help from his little brother! Together they
did odd jobs for family members and helped with the
cooking at home to raise the money.
God has been very generous to us, and our Christmas
celebrations each year help us focus on this as we thank
God for the gift of a Saviour in Jesus. But God has
blessed us in a million other ways too, and we’re
encouraged in the Bible not only to count our blessings
but also to share them with others. Here’s one way we
could do that.
During November, Wrexham Foodbank is encouraging
people to do what they call a Reverse Advent Calendar.
Each day in November participants collect a food parcel
item until by the end of the month they have most of the
constituents of a complete food parcel (with a few
Christmas extras thrown in!) Then in early December
they send these to the foodbank and the food is passed
on to people who need a helping hand over the
Christmas period. The foodbank has a number of
distribution centres in the area and people travel into
Wrexham town from all parts of the borough to seek
help, and sad to say, demand is growing, with over 4,000
emergency food supplies given out to people in crisis
last year. You can find details of the items needed for the
Reverse Advent Calendar, and where to deliver your
donations on website wrexham.foodbank.org.uk.
And by the way, research has shown that being generous
to others is good for our spiritual and mental health, so
when we are kind to others it benefits everyone,
including us. Enjoy the long countdown to Christmas,
and God bless you.
Phil Poole

Litter

This is litter picked over two days from
down our country lanes. The message
is - Protect the Countryside. Where
ever you are, please don’t throw litter
out of your car, take it home and
recycle it or bin it. The countryside is
not an open dustbin. 6 other bags full were picked up last
week. I am writing to lots of people to try and make a
difference, the message has to be, don’t throw it.
Keep Wales Tidy.
Wendy Lunt
-----------------My wife and I happened to be walking through Overton when a
school coach pulled up opposite the Corner Shop, one
assumes on his way to pick up children from the Maelor
School. After going in the shop the driver got back onto the
coach and threw rubbish out onto the road, orange peel & a
Red Bull can. My wife shouted to the driver, he totally ignored
her, shut the door and drove oﬀ, We were totally astounded.
Perhaps school coach drivers should reeducate their drivers
on environmental matters.
Name & address supplied

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Urgent Notice

For a number of years now the trustees of the Village
Hall have been looking for people from the village to
take over the day to day running of the hall.
Unfortunately all attempts have failed which has meant
the trustees having a dual role to keep the hall going.
As of the AGM the Village Hall is running without an
administrator and a Chair of trustees. This cannot
continue, and if replacements are not in place soon, the
Charity Commissioners will step in and closure is the
most likely outcome. If you or anyone you know feels
that they could be the one to take the hall forward,
please contact us on info@overtonvillagehall.co.uk
There will be a public meeting at the Village Hall on
Tuesday 26th November at 7.00 pm. Please be aware
that closure is the last thing anyone wants but urgent
action is required to replace the outgoing officers.

Apples Galore!

The first Overton Community Growers’ Apple
Pressing Festival took place on Sunday 13th
Oct. on the village carpark. What a
resounding success it was. The generosity of
the villagers in providing surplus
apples for pressing knew no
bounds, with apples arriving in
carrier bags, shopping baskets,
wheelbarrows and trailers. We
are planning to turn the pressed
apple juice into cider which will be available at a village
event to coincide with St David’s Day in early March.
Keep a lookout for more information coming soon!
Thank you to all those who played a part in the run up
to the day and on the day itself, including those who
worked behind the scenes and others who were more
‘front of house.’ You all played a massive part in
making the day such a success, despite a few
downpours! Special thanks must
go to Amy Caswell and Nathan
Atherton for offering to supply their
fantastic Yurt to us free of charge.
It caused a lot of interest on the
day as well as keeping the cider
pressers and the apple sales stall
warm and dry. Special thanks also
to ‘The Hobby Cider Makers’,
Simon and Gareth from Penley
(photo right), for providing their
press and ‘manpower’ as pressers
on the day. Thanks to the many
Growers too who came along to help, to Gazebos
supplied by The Cheese Machine and Wildbanks
Conservation and for major raffle prizes sponsored by
BP&D Printers and M.E.Evans Butchers.

Maelor Music Society

presents North Wales Opera Studio
with Anne Williams-King
An evening of popular opera/operetta and
Musical theatre items at The Maelor School
on Wednesday 13th November 7.30pm
Tickets £10 on the door. Free for children
Refreshments served. Everyone very welcome
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DON’T FORGET THE INVITATION
to St Mary's Church

SENIORS' CHRISTMAS PARTY
on Tuesday 3rd December at 1.00pm
in the Village Hall

If you or your partner are over 60 and live in the parish
of Overton, you are warmly invited to our Christmas
Party. Lunch and entertainment and a chance to meet
new and old friends.
There is no charge. We just ask that you let us
know by Sunday 24th November, if you wish to
come. Contact Mrs Val Stevenson,
9 Sundorne, Overton
Tel: 710618 Mobile: 07484 118484
Email: val.stevenson2@btinternet.com

And the
winners are -

The Overton &
District Bowling
Club held their
Triples
Competition in
September with 24
m e m b e r s
participating.
Players and
spectators enjoyed a pleasant afternoon of bowling
followed by refreshments in the clubhouse. Colin
Davies thanked everyone for a successful event
before presenting the winners with the trophy.
The winners were Mary Jones, Gerald Barnes & Den
Owen (Club President) - runners up were Margaret
Evison, Glyn Roberts & Alan Foulkes.

Overton Community Council

Invitation to tender for the three-year contract for
the Maintenance of the Playingfield, Cemetery and
Cenotaph in Overton on Dee
For the full Specification of Works (SofW) and
additional information contact The Clerk at
clerk@overton-on-dee.co.uk or telephone 01978
710055 on either Mondays, Tuesday or Wednesday or
07423 569949. Closing date for tenders is noon on
25th November 2019.
We urgently require a volunteer driver on Fridays
10am - 2pm. Can you help?

Blues at the Village Hall

“Goin’ Up the Country Blues Club” announce that the
award winning
blues/rock band
Catfish will be
appearing at
Overton Village
Hall on Friday
November 8th,
doors open 8pm
for 9pm show.
Based on the
south coast, the band’s rise to the top of the British
blues scene has been meteoric and with the release of
two superb CDs and a rising popularity that has resulted
in sell-out tours of Europe and the UK, it will be great to
see them back in Overton following their previous
appearance at the 2017 festival.
The band is fronted by sensational guitarist Matt Long
who also possesses a superb soulful voice...check the
YouTube link https://youtu.be/wrRzCAnTjpk Tickets are
£15 and can be bought at the The Corner Shop.

Dear Editor,

Firstly, I would like to thank all those dog owners and
dog walkers who always pick up after their dogs.
I myself do not own a dog and find it very annoying
when I open my front door to be confronted by dog
mess. It is these irresponsible ones that spoil it for all the
diligent dog poo picker uppers.
With pop bottle dog poo bag dispensers all around the
village I thought that dog mess around the village would
be a thing of the past. But that is not the case. Please be
aware that if I do see anyone letting their dog mess and
not clearing it up I will name and shame.
One very irate non dog owner

Playcentre Open Day
Wow! What a year and what a lovely
way to celebrate! We wanted to say a
huge thank you to everyone who has
contributed in any way over the last
year - including all our grant givers, volunteers,
Wildbanks Conservation and many others and who are
making a huge difference the quality of play and
learning experience for our children. So we opened our
doors for an Open Day and what a buzz!
Overton Playcentre is For ages 2-12 yrs old

Playgroup
Full Day Care
Konekt Holiday Club
Before & After School Fun
Toddler Group Tuesday 9-11am
Open 7.30am-6pm Mon. to Friday

51 weeks a year, closed Christmas - New Year

01978 710688

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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The Peel Mortuary Chapel and Cemetery

Following last months article on the recent stabilisation of the Peel Mortuary Capel, here is
some of its history.
The sad story is that Edmund Peel aged 22 purchased Bryn y Pys in 1848, married the
beautiful Anna Maria Lethbridge (picture right) in 1854 but she died in 1860. She was
initially buried in Overton Church graveyard but Edmund’s grief in losing his young wife
resulted in his building of the mortuary chapel and cemetery, consecrated in June 1872. The
Bishop gave permission for Edmund’s late wife to be moved to the new site. Edmund Peel
then gave the new cemetery to the parishioners of Overton.
All over Britain at this time the rising population meant old churchyards could not cope
with the huge demand for burial space. It was a time of poor sanitation and cholera scares,
(John Snow had discovered that cholera was transmitted by water in 1855). Edmund Peel’s
building of the chapel and cemetery was therefore responding to a real need for more space
for our village burials.
Edmund Peel chose as his architect William Milford Teulon who founded the “City Church
and Churchyard Protection Society” and was involved in the restoration of a number of
churches - including St Mary's Overton in 1871. He also landscaped many parks including that at Althorp (Princess
Diana’s last resting place). The design advice for garden cemeteries recommended a) location should be a distance from habitation for reasons of hygiene.
b) aspect should be Southern and the site should be elevated and airy.
Edmund Peel commissioned celebrated stained glass maker Arthur O’Connor to make the windows, depicting “The
Nativity, “The Baptism in the River Jordan” “The Angel at the Sepulchre” and many others. His was among the
stained glass firms to exhibit at the Great Exhibition and their work is in many churches but locally can be seen at the
“marble church” at Bodelwyddan.
The location of the chapel with a wonderful view of the River Dee in
those days was another deliberate choice in keeping with the design
ideas of the day. The mid-Victorian growth of Romanticism, the
appeal of the ‘Natural' rather than the Classical became popular in
poetry and music. The Hymns Ancient and Modern were published in
1859 and contains one with the first line "Where High the Heavenly
Temple Stands" which must have been a perfect description of the
Peel Chapel when viewed from the river below.
The Peel Mortuary Chapel and churchyard are a unique and important
example of a Victorian phenomenon, one of the many institutions
being developed as essential parts of 19th century society, like the
workhouses, asylums, prisons, cottage hospitals and public parks.
Their cemeteries were a new type of burial ground for the dead,
bringing innovation in the development of landscape design,
architecture, planting and social use. A few years ago there was a real
danger of it being demolished but thankfully it remains one of Overton’s many assets thanks to the work recently
completed by the Church in Wales.
Claire Rosselli
Read more details on website www.byp-estate.co.uk

Baby and Children's Table Top Sale 24th November
Overton Playcentre's Nearly New Sale has had a revamp and has been rebranded The Baby and
Children's Table Top Sale to be held at the Village Hall on November 24th. The table top sale follows a
more traditional format where each seller has a table and sells anything they wish relating to babies and
children. It costs £10 for a table but any profits from sales on the day are yours to keep. There will be multiple raffles
going on during the day as well as the all important tea and cake! The sale will be from 10am-12pm with entry being
£1.50 for adults (children are free). If you would like a table please contact Overton Playcentre on 01978 710688 or
find us on facebook. We will be selling raffle tickets after school in the weeks preceding the sale so keep your cash
handy to be in with a chance to win prizes such as a meal at The White Horse, a Perfect Moments photo shoot, a
meal at The Hanmer Arms, pamper sessions and vouchers to spend on homeware, clothes and gifts. Everyone is
welcome so come along and support a worthy cause and you may well leave with a lovely treat for yourself too!

Thank you

I would like to thank everyone for making my move to
Overton very easy and enjoyable. Everyone has been
very helpful and friendly.
Haydn Roberts, Parkside
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Overton Recreational Club presents
Soul & Motown Party Night, Saturday 30th Nov.
Doors open 7pm. Free admission, non members welcome.
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Twinning News
Have you noticed the beautiful stone on the edge of the
playing fields? (photo right) It comes from Galacia in Spain
and was donated by Fred Langford Edwards in memory of a
lovely young French boy, Nicolas Lalevee, who came over
on Twinning trips with his parents and died when only 21.
During the 25th anniversary celebrations, we gathered
beside the stone (left) to look at Glynis Farley's photo album
of visits Nicolas has been on.
We plan to hold a Banners Evening in the Parish Room on Saturday November
16th 5.30pm - 7.30pm so please join us for a drink and
nibbles and hear Ruth Caswell talk about the wonderful banners she helped the Twinning
Association and the Amateur Dramatic Society to make this year. Both banners were paraded
at the Fete at the end of June and the Twinning banner has been added to substantially since.
We are holding our Christmas Dinner at the White Horse on Friday 13th December and would
love to see some new faces round the table. Do get in touch if you fancy joining us.Our now
celebrated Wine Tasting and Buffet Evening will be on Saturday 8th February at the
ridiculously bargain price of £12.50 per head. Get your orders in quickly as it sells out fast. We
raise funds to pay for the French visitors' entertainment costs when they are here every other
year. Next August, 2nd to 9th, we visit La Murette and have decided to offer sponsorship to at
least one person who might need financial help to join us. Contact Sheila Miller (Hon Sec) on
01978 710823 for more information on any of these items.

St Mary’s School News

Our Reading Garden – A Wondrous World
After working hard to raise funds last year, our Reading Den area on the
Junior playground is now finished and so on 19th September we had our
Grand Opening. We were fortunate to have the author Barbara Mitchellhill
(photo left) with us for the day, sharing with us a fascinating insight into her
new book, ‘Secret Suffragette’. So what better person could we have to cut
the ribbon on our Reading Den area than a published author?!
As well as the beautifully crafted Reading Shed, created by Rob and Scott
Lawrenson, an eye-catching feature of the garden are two huge willow
sculptures. Earlier in the week we’d had the pleasure of welcoming Sarah
Hayes, Willow Artist, who, over the course of three days, worked with all
classes so everyone played a part in the creation of the sculptures.
It was intriguing and fun to learn how to weave willow. Sarah has made many
detailed creations in the past, and helped us make the characters of George
and Bear from Sophie Henn’s book
‘Almost Anything’. The story is about a
rabbit called George who doesn’t
believe he can do anything, but with his ‘magic’ hat and the guidance of wise
Bear, realises he can do almost anything. All year groups started their
learning in September using this story because it links to Growth Mindset;
something we all use to help us become the best learners we can be. It was
thrilling to see the completed sculptures in situ in our Reading Garden.
We interviewed Sophie Hughes, age 11, from Year 6: “I found the willow art
very inspiring, and the book ‘Almost Anything’ made me believe in myself
more.” Adelina Burton, age 7, said: “I found it interesting and it made me think
a lot about being able to do ‘Almost Anything’.”
Many of last year’s Year 6 pupils also made a return visit to St. Mary’s to see
the Reading Den and Garden, as they played a key role in its creation; they were thrilled with the final result! Mrs
Williams, Year 6 Teacher, said it was lovely to see so many of the new Year 7’s return to share in the experience.
St Mary’s pupils now have a quiet place to relax, in a wondrous environment, to promote a love of reading. What a
great way to start the Term!
by Year 6 Editor-in-Chief, Eliza Dodd and Roving Reporters, Ethan Evans and Jess Rowley

St Mary’s School PTA - The Christmas Market
in Overton Village Hall

2pm - 7pm Thursday November 28th
Raffle Tombola Refreshments
Browse many stalls selling unique & handmade gifts
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Adverts are not included in the on-line
archived edition of the Oracle.
This is because the archive of the Oracle is
available on-line going back many years and
the adverts and contact details
would be out of date.

The Overton Growers apple pressing day

The Overton on Dee
W.I. Exhibition

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Overton Royal British Legion
120 Club

Results of the “120 Club” Bonus Draw for October. 111
members entered and the draw was made at the White
Horse Lunch Club on Wednesday 9th October by Alan
Mawdsley.
Winners 1st Prize £222.00 No 77 Lynne Whiting
2nd Prize £111.00 No 97 Vicky Jones
3rd Prize £ 55.50 No 50 Beverley Wood
Legion Fund: £166.50
CONGRATULATIONS
Next Draw: Wednesday November 13th 2019
A number of places are now available. If you wish to
join please ring DAVE AUSTIN on 01978 710678.
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What’s On

November Diary for St Mary’s Services
Sunday November 3rd 10.00am All Age Worship
4.00pm All Souls Service Please add names of loved ones to
the list in church if you would like someone mentioned by name
Sunday November 10th 10.50am Remembrance Service
Sunday November 17th 11.00am Family Communion
Sunday Nov 24th 11am Holy Communion Mission Area Service

November Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel
Sunday November 3rd 6.30pm Rev Neville Pugh
Sunday November 10th 6.30pm Mr David Young
Sunday November 17th 6.30pm Mrs Karen Turley-Rose
Sunday November 24th 6.30pm Rev N. Pugh Holy Communion
Chapel Anniversary Weekend
Saturday November 30th 2pm Christmas Fair at the Chapel
Sunday December 1st 6.30pm Mr Jacob Molyneux
Craft Class 1.30pm each Tuesday
Mothers & Toddlers 9.30-11.30am each Friday
Bible Study 7pm each Friday
Friday November 1st Bridge Master Class Day with Andrew
Robson in the Village Hall in aid of the Friends of St
Marys Church Overton
Saturday November 2nd 10.00am Community Litter Pick,
meet by the Corner Shop. All welcome.
Tuesday November 5th 10am-12pm Post Office Parish Room
Thursday November 7th 10.30am-2.30pm Rainbow Centre
Paint, Craft & Create with lunch. ‘Fabric Christmas
Decorations’
Friday November 8th 8pm for 9pm Blues/Rock band Catfish at
Overton Village Hall
Monday November 11th 7pm The Library Working Party in the
Parish Room
Tuesday November 12th10am-12pm Post Office Parish Room

Family Announcements
Congratulations to Robert and Laura
on the birth of Cerys Katie Eve. Much love from
John and Catherine
Congratulations to Laura Edwards and Alan Huxley
on your engagement. Love from Mum, Lucy, Lisa,
Kev, Kacey, Freddy and Franky.
Happy November Birthdays to Den Owen,
Lydia Evison, Pearl Edwards, Hugo Hunter,
Pauline Dodd, Phil Edwards, Dave Smith,
Mike Done, Heather Davies, Lucy Roberts, Rob
Netzband–Piggott, Gerald Williams, Belinda
Sampson, Peter Rosselli, and Laura Edwards.
Happy 16th Birthday to Honor Grigg from all the
family.
Belated Happy Birthday to Sophie Blythen for Oct
2nd and Beverley Thelwell for Oct 20th

Congratulations

to Nicole Hewitt, former pupil of
St Mary's School, daughter of
Kevin and Janet Hewitt of
Knolton who has graduated from
Cardiff University with an
Honours degree in Occupational
therapy. Nicole aims to complete
her masters in Public Health.

Overton Lunch Club
is on Wednesday November 13th at
12.30pm at the White Horse. A
choice of a two-course menu all for
£8.95. To book ring Gwynneth Austin
on 01978 710672.

Tuesday November 12th 6.50pm Overton Community Council
meeting in the Parish Room. Members of the public
wishing to speak 6.50pm-7.00pm.
Wednesday November 13th 10.30am Overton British Legion
meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome.
Wednesday November 13th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club at
the White Horse. To book please ring 01978 710672.
Wednesday November 13th 7.30pm Maelor Music Society,
North Wales Opera Studio in Maelor School Hall.

For Sale

Tuesday November 19th10am-12pm Post Office Parish Room
Thursday November 21st Maelor South Adventurers Group
Broughton shopping. To book ring 01948 830730
Thursday November 21st 7.30pm Overton WI AGM & Xmas
Rag Wreath workshop at the Catholic Church Hall
Sunday November 24th 10am-12noon Overton Playcentre
Baby & Childrens Table Top Sale at the Village Hall
Tuesday November 26th10am-12pm Post Office Parish Room
Tuesday November 26th 7pm Future of Village Hall meeting
Wednesday November 27th 7.30pm Overton Community
Growers meeting in the White Horse
Thursday November 28th 2pm-7pm St Marys PTA Christmas
Fair in the Village Hall

PLEASE REMEMBER
Copy deadline is 20th of
the previous month.
Get your events & news
to us early to avoid
disappointment
THIS INCLUDES
ADVERTISEMENTS
Leave your contributions
& announcements at the
Corner Shop or email
overtonoracle@gmail.com

Your Oracle Team -

Chairman & Advertising
David Burton; Treasurer
Rob Netzband–Piggott;
Distribution Cynthia
Davies; Euan Stevenson,
Sean Clarke, Jenny Bellis,
Gwynneth Austin & John
Herbert.
Editor - Jill Burton.
Tel 710631 or e-mail
overtonoracle@gmail.com

All articles & advertisements in the Overton Oracle are published in good faith & without prejudice. Space constraints mean that
submitted articles may be edited or not published. Please be mindful that personal details submitted will be available on the internet.
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