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Next Drop-in
The next Overton
Community Council dropin is in the Village Hall on
Saturday November 19th
from 10.00am to 11.00am.
Come along and talk to us about
any issues you have or
questions you would like to ask
regarding Overton and the
surrounding area. Your County
and Community Councillors and
your PCSO want to hear about
your concerns. At this drop-in we
will have information on creating
Dementia Friendly Communities
and how you can get involved.!

!

New sponsored strip for Overton F.C.
Overton Football Club is photographed in their new strip sponsored by
Ian Matthews from Knolton Bryn of Matthews Electrical. This is the
reserve team with manager Dave Edwards who is helped out by
Johnathan Hughes. The team plays in the reserve division in the Welsh
National League, Wrexham Area. Thanks to Janene Bell for taking the
photos (more on the Oracle website)
If any one is interested in footy please don't hesitate to contact the team
on mileyde70@gmail.com

!

………………………….……!

Quiz Night

The White Horse’s next
charity quiz night will be
on Thursday 3rd
November at 9pm in aid of
Overton Playcentre. Also
Thursday 17th November at 9pm
in aid of medical supplies in
Ghana. All welcome.

!

Xmas Coffee Morning
The monthly Wednesday coffee
morning at St Mary's Church will
have a Christmas theme on
December 7th.
As well as the regular
coffee and chat there will
be Christmas food and
some craft stalls offering
original Christmas gifts.

!

If you would like to have a stall
please contact Pene Coles
(710598). Everyone is welcome
to come along for some special
Christmas inspiration.

!The renowned male voice choir will be performing
Rhos Orpheus Choir

again in St Mary's Church with a selection of music to
suit all tastes. Also performing will be St Mary's
School choir, so a
great evening
should be in store
for everyone.
The date is Friday December 2nd
at 7pm in St Mary’s Church.
Tickets are £8 for adults, children
under 12 are free or £20 for a
family ticket.

Father Christmas to visit Overton

Put the date in your diary - Sunday afternoon on December 4th. Father
Christmas will once again be visiting the Christmas
Fayre organised by the Sunflowers Group in the Scout
Hut.
Over the last few years he has arrived in spectacular
ways, by helicopter and last year with a motor cycle
escort. But the big question is………..how will he be
arriving this time…..???
Be there to find out!

2

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com

Musings from the Manse !

Country Beat

…………………………………….!

……………………………………..……!
by PCSO Lynne Maurice
Hello everyone. This month I would like to
take the opportunity to hope everyone had an
enjoyable Halloween and safe Bonfire night.

!

by Rev’d Phillip Poole
What’s your memory like? Mine is
worse and worse these days, and
it’s all the more annoying because
when I was younger I used to have such a good
memory. These days, if I want to remember all the
things I need to do during a day I have to write a list.

!

Sometimes we need something to help us remember,
and on Remembrance Day we have poppies. We wear
them and make wreathes out of them because they
help us remember what this special day is all about.
We are remembering people who have died fighting for
their country, and the poppy helps us remember where
the wars they fought in took place. In the French fields
where the First World War was fought, red poppies
grow wild and in great numbers. They were perhaps
one of the last beautiful things that many of those who
died in that war ever saw.

!

And the poppy reminds us that many of those who
have given their lives in war have been very young – in
the full bloom of youth, many of them little more than
boys, which makes the tragedy of their loss all the
more difficult to bear.

!

The poppies we wear at this time of year also help
remind us of the heavy cost of war to those who take
part in it. They are red, like blood, and those who fight
our wars for us risk and lay down their very lives.
But the poppy reminds us too of the reason why they
fought. Red is the colour of love, and we remember
that those who went to fight weren’t driven so much by
hatred of their enemy as by love for those they left
behind and sought to defend. Jesus himself said
“Greater love has no one than this – that he lay down
his life for his friends.”

!

And the poppy is a wildflower. It goes where it wants
and it grows where it wants. It was for the sake of our
freedom that those we remember today gave their lives
- because of them we can think and speak freely and
live and love and worship as we please.

!

So the poppy reminds us of the great debt of gratitude
we owe to those who gave their lives. They took on the
powers of evil on our behalf and ultimately victory was
theirs. Their sacrifice was not in vain, and we thank
God for them.

!
!

Phil Poole!

!A free X-PERT Diabetes course is available to help
Living with Type 2 Diabetes

people who live with Type 2 diabetes. It is at Overton
Village Hall on six Thursdays from November 10th to
December 15th, 9.30am to 12.00pm. You will learn
how to self manage your diabetes, the latest treatments
available and how to address problems.
For more information or to book your place on the
course, phone 01286 674272
or email EPPCymru.BCUHB@wales.nhs.uk
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Last month I did mention in the Essentials Magazine
about the OWL Card Minder Wallets I have for sale. It
was featured recently on the TV consumer programme
with Gloria Hunniford I believe. The purpose of these
wallets is to help in preventing contactless bank card/
credit card fraud known as skimming or electric
pickpocketing. They are £1 each or if you buy 10 you
get 3 free. I have a few left at Overton I can sell to you
or you can pop into Wrexham Police Station where they
are available to purchase at the front desk.

!Also I have had a few concerns from the latest Drop in

Session with Council and members of the community at
the Scout Hut recently when we attended at the
Brownies evening. Some of the children were concerned
that there are people attending the park in the village
and bringing their dogs into the play area, especially at
the weekends when it is busy with children playing.
Obviously some of the children are frightened as some
of them are big dogs, but this is not allowed and there is
a sign as you enter the car park explaining this and the
fines that can be imposed if this were to continue or if
anyone is seen in the play area with their dogs, big or
small. This also shows the other ‘NO DOG’ areas such
as the football pitch and the like. We are monitoring this
so please do not get caught out.
One more thing that has been brought to our attention,
parking is still a problem so please be mindful where
you leave your vehicle. We are having complaints again
about vehicles parking on double yellow lines and on
pavements especially on the Wrexham Road area. It is
not safe and causes obstruction to other vehicles and
pedestrians alike, they are there for a reason, so please
take this into consideration.
Many thanks.
Lynne
Lynne Maurice PCSO 0151 / SCCH 0151

North Wales Police / Heddlu Goggledd Cymru
Overton Police Station / Gorsaf Heddlu Owrtyn
Phone / Ffon: dd. 01978 348425 / extn. 48425
Mobile / Symudol: 07854 352 815
E.mail / E.bost: lynne.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk

Art for Health and Wellbeing

If anyone is interested in the ‘Art for Health and
Wellbeing’ workshop, which is planned for January
2017 in Overton, please can you get in touch. No
previous art experience necessary - this is all about
using Art to help with the stresses and strains of
everyday life. Learn to breathe, to daydream and
relax.
I am happy for you to call me for a chat if you want to
know more, and find out if this is something you might
be interested in.
June McLaughlin Tel: 01978 711941

!

Next Overton Big Blues Night

Overton Post Office

!

Karen and Mick Pinder have successfully passed
the initial stages for opening the Post Office at the
Cup ’n’ Saucer, Penyllan Street, Overton.

The next big blues music night in Overton is on Friday
November 25th when we have a superb double
header of acoustic music with the legendary Guy Davis
accompanied by the outstanding Brooks Williams.
It will be the 1st time that Guy Davis from New York has
appeared in North East Wales and we are incredibly
excited about introducing this most prestigious of
acoustic guitarists. He prefers to be referred to as a
blues musician
rather than a
bluesman but
his
many
talents include
being
an
author, teacher
and a film, TV
and Broadway
actor. This may
not be
surprising as his parents were the Grammy and Emmy
award winning actors Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis. They
were both prominent in the Civil Rights Movement and
close friends of Dr Martin Luther King Jr, the Reverend
Jesse Jackson and Malcolm X. Guy has released 12
albums and will be promoting his latest one Kokomo
Kid and is without doubt, one of America's finest
acoustic musicians and singers and it is through his
friendship with Brooks Williams that has enabled us to
book him.

!

Brooks played for us a couple of years ago and said it
was one of the most enjoyable gigs he had done. A
native of Statesboro in Georgia he has been living in
Cambridge for some years but still tours regularly in the
USA as well as Europe and the UK. Equally
comfortable with either the resonator, slide guitar or
Piedmont finger picking style, Brooks is the
consummate entertainer possessing a superb voice
and a bag full of anecdotes.
Tickets cost £15 and can be bought at the Corner Shop
There will be a licensed bar.

Needlecraft Exhibition

The Overton Needlecraft Group are having an
exhibition of work completed during this and previous
years, in the Chapel Schoolroom, on Friday and
Saturday 4th and 5th November 10am-4pm and on
Sunday 6th 11am-3.30pm.
Three banners on loan from Wrexham
Circuit depicting the life and work of
John Wesley the Founder of Methodism
will also be on show in the Chapel.

Overton Lunch Club
Overton Lunch Club is on Wednesday 9th
Nov. at 12.30pm at the White Horse.
The menu will be Beef Stew and dumplings
followed by Apple pie and custard - all for
£6.25.
To book please ring Gwynneth Austin on
01978 710672

!

There will now follow a period of public
consultation. Look out for details.

!A minibus now leaves Overton at 11am on Thursday
Minibus to Stans

mornings to take people to Stan's Supermarket to do
their shopping and have a little get together in the café
before leaving to return to Overton at 12.30pm and
dropping passengers off outside their front doors.

!We are grateful to Stan's Supermarket for part funding

this minibus, which is driven by Robbie’s Taxis, St.
Martins. For further information and to book a
place, please phone Pene Coles on 01978 710 598

Come and have

Breakfast with Santa

at the Cup ’n’ Saucer
from 17th through to 24th December
8.30am
Pre-booking essential
Please book early to avoid disappointment
01978 711949

!Overton

New Councillors
Community Council would like to
welcome and introduce 2 new co-opted
members. Charlotte Copeman and Val Stevenson
were unanimously voted on by members of the
Community Council.!

!Dates for Community Council meetings in 2016 8th November and 13th December.!
!All full Council meetings are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month in the Parish Room and
commence at 7.20pm - the first 10 minutes of the
meeting allowing members of the public to speak.
The Council meeting commences at 7.30pm; all
members of the public are welcome.!

!Please note that all the approved minutes and
supporting documents from meetings are
available in Overton Library !
and on the village website!
www.overton-on-dee.co.uk!
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Faces from the Past

Village History

For those who might like to
read more about our
village’s history, then copies
of “Overton in Times Past. A
Brief History" are still
available. Published in 1992
as part of Overton’s 700th
Charter Celebrations, the
book was written by local
historians Brian Done and
Betty Williams.

!Copies are for sale at £5 each
!

Many years ago Overton had two Civil Defence Corps
sections, Signals and Ambulance. Our "Headquarters"
were at the back of the White Horse Hotel.
The photo above is probably from about 1965 and
appeared in the Chester Chronicle. We had taken part
in a (Flintshire) Countywide Ambulance/First Aid
competition which was held somewhere on Deeside,
probably at Courtaulds and we won!! A feat never
repeated.
I have no idea who the women are, certainly not from
Overton but our team was:
Top left corner, Herbie Howells.
Immediately in front of and below Herbie is me (Ron
Whitfield).
In front of and below me, Mike Lewis
Second row, second in from the right, Des Cooper
Front row, far right, our Captain, Ray Keen.
Ron Whitfield

Take-away fly’s away

Mofur Miah,
the executive
chef at
Overton’s
Indian
restaurant the
Taj Mahal,
received an
order for a
takeaway
meal to be
delivered 160
miles to London, and was picked up to deliver the
food by a private aircraft! He flew from Shropshire's
Sleap Airfield, near Wem, with his ready-prepared
cuisine and completed the order when he got there.

!Mr Miah, who in the past has worked for a number of
famous restaurants and has had his cooking featured
on television, said, “They asked for me to travel with
the food in the aircraft and re-cook the food in London
for a millionaire. We were picked up from a local
airfield and flown to a private location in North
London.”
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

and are available from Betty Williams, 1 Deva
Terrace, Overton LL13 0ET.
If you are ordering by post then please send an A5
(9”x 6”) self-addressed envelope + £1.50 for postage.
All money raised goes towards the upkeep of the
Village Hall.

!

Huge Success
The October Coffee Morning
in aid of MacMillan Cancer
Support held at the Cup ’n’
Saucer cafe was a huge
success. The photo shows
only a glimpse of the
wonderful cakes available.
The staff at the Cup 'n'
Saucer want to thank
everybody who helped to
raise £446.64 for this great
charity.

!

There are some really special people in and around
Overton, who have helped in their own, individual way.
From cake bakers to Facebook sharers, from kids to
adults, you have all made special efforts and gave
very generously. Thanks to everyone!!

!Remembrance Sunday this year will take place on
Remembrance Sunday

Sunday 13th November, with the Overton Branch of
the Royal British Legion taking part along with the
Brownies, Scout Group, Community Council, Police
and public. Everyone will assemble in front of the War
Memorial just before 11.00am. The Remembrance
Service will continue in St Mary’s Church.

!There will also be a commemoration on Friday 11th
November at 11am
with the British
Legion and St
M a r y ’s S c h o o l .
Hopefully, this year,
the weather will be
kind and we can hold
the commemoration
at the War Memorial.
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!This month is the centenary of the death of another of the Overton soldiers remembered on Overton War
Memorial, of Frank Allen who died on 13 November 1916 aged 29.
!Frank was born in a cottage in Turning Street (as it is named on the 1891 census), Overton in 1887. His parents
Frank Allen 1887 – 1916

th

were John (a Bricklayer) and Hannah Allen. Their 6 children were Maggie b1888, Frank b1887, Bertha b1890,
Emily b1892, Ada b1895 and Nellie b1900. By 1911 they had moved to School Lane.

!Frank got married in late 1909 to Lydia who was from Yorkshire and they lived in Plough House, Willow Street

(which had 4 rooms), with Frank working as a House Painter. Frank enlisted in the Welsh Fusiliers in 1914. He
was a Private in 10th Battalion, The Royal Welsh Fusiliers. The 10th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers was involved
in the Battle of the Ancre on the Somme on 13th November 1916. At 5.45am the Battalion attacked at Serre. 'B' &
'D' Companies reached the German 4th line but found it heavily defended by bombs and machine-guns. They lost
touch with the flanking battalions and were practically surrounded, with most posted as 'missing'. This is the day
that Frank was killed. His widow Lydia married again in 1920 to Harry
V James, son of Charles Hanmer & Harriet James of High Street,
Overton, and the newly weds lived at Ivanhoe Cottage, Willow Street,
probably the same as Plough House but been renamed. Harry and Lydia
were uncle and aunt to Grace James of Pharmacy House, High Street
who passed away in 2012.

!Frank Allen is buried in Grave D27 of Queens Cemetery, Puisieux,

south of Arras, northern France. Queens Cemetery (originally known as
Queens V Corps Cemetery No 4) is on the old front line of July 1916,
south of Mark Copse, one of four small plantations that were on or
close behind the line between Serre and Hebuterne.
Frank Allen is also remembered on Overton War Memorial.

The Maelor Music Society

The next evening will be 7.30pm 16th
November in the Maelor School Hall, when
we welcome Clive Carroll, guitarist. Clive
comes to us highly recommended. He is rated by some
aficionados as being among the top ten acoustic
guitarists of all time! We are very lucky to have him
here in Penley. This summer he has been entertaining
audiences from coast to coast in the USA and next
month he’ll be in Germany and Switzerland.

!“A

myriad of musical styles from this fantastic
guitarist. His breathtaking playing, ever impressive
technique and friendly, relaxed manner have the ability
to draw you in with surprising ease. Soak up
harmonies, melodies and rhythmic twists that few could
conceive let alone play”
Wiltshire Music.

!On 10

!

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party
Invitations will be going out shortly for the annual
Overton Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party on Tuesday
December 6th.

!

We try very hard to make sure that all
eligible villagers are invited but our list
is not always complete so if you are
over 65 and do not receive an
invitation by the middle of November,
but would like to come, please contact
Val Stevenson
Tel: 710618 or email:
val.stevenson2@btinternet.com

!

Please note that the party will be commencing at a new
time this year - at 1.00pm

Toddler Harvest Festival
th October the Playgroup and Baby & Toddler Group and
parents attended St Mary's for their own special Harvest service.
They walked to church following a vintage tractor. Colin, who
owns the tractor, led the procession before parking it in the
gateway of the Church. The tractor, decorated specially for the
Harvest by Betty, Colin’s mum, carried a loaf of bread that the
Playgroup children had made for the Festival. Rev David Child
led the short service in the Church, where the children brought
out many fruits and vegetables, sang songs and gave thanks,
before heading outside to have their photos taken with the tractor.
St Mary’s School had their own Harvest on another day. So with
our Sunday service, altogether 410 attended our Harvest services - thank you all! Colour photos on Oracle website

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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!

Christmas Puddings for sale
As a fundraising venture this festive season, St Mary’s School PTA have worked
with willing volunteers to source delicious Christmas delights to sell. We have
arriving a variety of special puddings, created for us by the wonderful 'Ultimate
Plum Pudding Company'.
Our puddings will sell for £6.00 each and we have
* Traditional Plum Pudding 454g
* Triple Chocolate Pudding 290g
* Sticky Toffee Pudding 300g

!

Each pudding is specially packaged and is embossed with St Mary’s School badge and a thank you for
supporting our PTA. We thought they'd not only be extra tasty but a really great idea
for a gift too.

!

If you would like to order, please contact us at St. Mary's School on 01978 710370 or
by email on mailbox@stmarys-overton-pri.wrexham.sch.uk or call in to the school
office between the hours 9.00am to 3.15pm.
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to one of our special
fundraising puddings working it's way to a dish near you soon!
Kay Lawrenson

!

Craft & Seasonal Gift Fayre
Come along to the charity
fundraising CRAFT GIFT FAYRE in
Overton Village Hall organised by
the Village Hall Management
Committee
on Saturday 5th November
from 2.00 to 5.00pm.
A fantastic opportunity to come and start your
Christmas shopping at the same time as supporting
local charities.
50p entrance with all proceeds to local groups and
charities

!

Still a couple of spaces left, so if you would like to book
a table at £5.00, ring 01978 710413

SALE OF
HANDCRAFTED GEMSTONE
JEWELLERY

!

Saturday 12th November
10.00 am – 3.30 pm
at
THE CUP ’n’ SAUCER
COFFEE SHOP
Penyllan Street, Overton

!

Profits to be donated to the
Leonard Cheshire Dolywern
Resident’s Fund

!

Everyone very welcome – hope
to see you there
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Overton Royal British Legion

!

100 Club
Results of the “100 Club” draw for October.
84 members entered and the draw was
made at the White Horse Lunch Club on the 12th
October by landlord Kev.
Winners 1st Prize £168.00 No 83 Lucy Roberts
2nd Prize £84.00 No 28 Janet Davies
3rd Prize £42.00 No 35 Bob Davies
Legion Fund: £126.00
Next Draw: Wed. Nov 9th
A few membership places are still available, and are
open to everyone, not just RBL members.
If you wish to join please ring Dave Austin
Tel: 01978 710678

Thank you to Overton's Litter
Champions

At the October Community Council meeting Pene
Coles, Chairman, thanked Overton's longest standing
Litter Champions for their commitment and hard
work in keeping Overton litter free. They were
presented with vouchers to spend in the Cup 'n Saucer
cafe. Pictured with Pene are Alan Foulkes, Barbara
James, Cllr. Val Stevenson and Euan Stevenson.
Grace Sidwell and Wendy Lunt who have also been
Litter Champions for several years were not able to
attend the meeting.
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!

Hair raising Fundraising for Sunflowers
Early in the summer, Mark from the Dinas Wolfpack Motorcycle Club contacted Sunflowers, the local
parenting group for families of children with Additional Learning Needs, to say that he was cutting his hair for
charity and he would like that charity to be us!

!

After our last years Christmas event when the Dinas
Wolfpack MCC had supported Father Christmas to get to
the Overton Sunflowers Event, Mark really wanted to
help such a worthy cause. Two of us went along to their
clubhouse for the Haircut where we were told that Mark’s
step–daughter would be joining him too! After an
amazing few minutes the deed was done by Mark’s wife
and their friend, supported by many of the Wolfpack
MCC! The hair itself went to the Little Princess Trust to
make real hair wigs for
children suffering from
cancer.

!

A few weeks ago Mark contacted Sunflowers to say that they had raised a
phenomenal £750 for Sunflowers from the event! We would just like to say a
HUGE Thank You to everybody involved and especially to Mark and his stepdaughter! The money raised will be used to support families of children with
additional learning needs in the area.

!

Last year Father Christmas arrived supported by the Dinas Wolfpack MCC,
this year he will be arriving Sunday afternoon December 4th. So put the date
in your diary! But the big question is............How will he be coming this
time.....???

!The Juniper Tree has been offering Beauty & Holistic
Organic Beauty at Rosehill

treatments in Erbistock for just over 12 months now.
Gina is an experienced Beauty, Aromatherapy &
Reflexology Specialist with over 20 years in the
industry.
The Juniper Tree is situated in Rose Hill Barns which
is in a peaceful & tranquil location where you can
have Aromatherapy, Reflexology, Facial Reflexology,
Hot Stone Therapy and a full range of Beauty
Treatments using Zoya Nail products (Formaldehyde,
Toluene, Dibutyl Phthalate & Camphor Free) &
NYROrganic Remedies.
It's becoming more valuable to have relaxation
treatments due to our busy, hectic lifestyles and the
benefits of such treatments include insomnia, muscle
aches & pains, hormone imbalances, stress, anxiety,
boost energy levels & immune system.
We invite everyone to a Christmas Event on
Thursday 1st December, 3.00 to 7.00pm,
all very welcome to come along to
The Juniper Tree, Rose Hill, Erbistock, LL13 0EF.
Tel: 01978 806266.

Overton Library Collection

I am organising a collection of clothes, shoes and toys
for the street children in Romania. I was there very
recently and was really saddened by how poor and inneed some of these children are.
So, if you can spare any clothes, shoes or toys that
your children don't wear or play with anymore, I would
be very grateful. Please bring them to me at Overton
Library - 01978 710557
Thank you.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Festive Coffee Morning and
Christmas Draw

Our event is to be held in the Catholic Church Hall
on Saturday, 12th November 10.30am - 12.00noon
£1.00 entry at door, (one Lucky entry prize),
to include Tea/Coffee and Mince Pie.
Stalls include, Cake, Christmas Stocking Filler/Gifts,
Hand made Cards, Christmas related Food stuffs,
Christmas decorations, wrap, etc. and friends from
our joint Parish of St. Anne's, will be selling Pure
Apple Juice in aid of their Ethiopia Fund.

Bangor University Research

As part of research looking at community
participation in Wales, Bangor University would like
to invite all Overton residents to complete a
short online survey. They would especially like to
hear from young people and from parents with
young children.
The survey takes just a few minutes and is
anonymous - you will not be asked your name or
any personal details. The results of the survey will
be shared with the community when it's completed
next year. In the meantime, the researchers will be
talking about their work to Overton W.I. on Thursday
17th November. To participate in the survey use
the following link: www.tiny.cc/overton

Community Gardeners

Overton's Community Gardeners will not be meeting
again until early 2017.
If anyone would like to join the band of Community
Gardeners when the new projects begin in the new
year, please contact Pene Coles on 710598
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What’s On at the White Horse

It is with heavy hearts that Kev and I are
sorry to announce that we are leaving the
pub in January. It's not been an easy
decision and is partly for health reasons. We
have made some great friends and have
some fantastic memories and will miss you all. Until
January it will be business as usual and we hope you
will continue to support us until then. We have lots of
events planned before then so let's see if we can make
these a busy few months.
Charity Quiz's for Playgroup on November 3rd
& for medical supplies for Ghana on November 17th
We have a Brewery tour on November 21st
Every Thursday is Quiz Night, 9pm with cash prizes
plus a few special nights over Christmas.
As I have said we are sad to go but will take with us
some fab memories as I hope you all have fab
memories of us.
Olwen!

!

News from our MP
On 17th Oct Susan Elan Jones MP joined a cross party
delegation of MPs to meet Sir Russell Griggs, the man
conducting the independent review into bank branch
closures,
Speaking after the meeting, Susan Elan Jones MP said: "Sir
Russell's report is expected before the end of the year. At
today's meeting, I expressed the anger of my constituents at
local bank closures and also suggested some ideas of what I
thought needed to happen if a bank branch closed.
For instance, I shared with the meeting what many
businesses in our area told me about the need for a free
cash collection service, In my view, this is something
banks should provide free of charge, using security
companies. There are also issues regarding the ordering of
cash that I think need to be looked at carefully. I also feel
that if a bank closes, the bank should be under an obligation
to inform all customers what financial services are available
in the vicinity, including if that means advertising Post
Office or other competitor services.
Another issue I raised were the very unique problems facing
charities, clubs and any organisation requiring more than
one signature on a bank account".
Susan has also arranged meetings with TSB Bank and
Tesco Bank and is planning to introduce a bill in Parliament
next year on banking protocol in the aftermath of bank
closures.

Playgroup News

Hard to believe we’re already into our 2nd half term of
the year and are starting to think about Christmas. The
children have had a lovely first few weeks at Playgroup,
enjoying lots of trips around our beautiful village. Rafela
very kindly let us visit her apple orchard where the
children picked fruit and sang and danced around the
orchard. We then had our Harvest Festival, led by a
Colin’s vintage tractor carrying our harvest loaf. The
children were fully involved in the service, singing and
taking our harvest produce to the altar. Many thanks to
Rector David Child for leading such a lovely service.
This is a busy time of year in our fundraising calendar.
We had our Nearly New Sale in October which was
again a great success, raising just over £600 for the
Playcentre. We would like to sincerely thank everyone
involved in the sale, sellers, buyers, all our helpers on
the day itself, Cup ‘n’ Saucer for their lovely cake
donations and all the businesses and organisations in
the village for helping us advertise. Following on from
the sale we had another successful bag 2 school
collection, again thank you to everyone who donated to
that.
We will be doing teas, coffees and cakes at the Village
Hall Craft Fayre on the 5th Nov, so we hope to see
many of you there. Our next fundraiser will then be our
Winter Festival on 19th November. This is a new event
for the Playcentre but one aimed at children. There will
be a show for the children to enjoy, face-painting and
refreshments for the children and grown ups too.
Entrance is £5 for children and adults are free.

Adverts are not included
in the on-line archived edition of the Oracle.

!

This is because the archive of the Oracle is
available on-line going back many years
and the adverts and contact details
would be out of date.

!
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

!

St Mary’s School News from Yr 6 Reporters
On the 7th October at 10 am, St Mary’s School held a Harvest Service in
St Mary’s Church. It was extremely engaging and successful; all
Foundation and Junior classes took part and it was pleasing to see a full
church as the community came together to watch the service, giving up
their time to support our School and share in the harvest message. The
Foundation Phase were rather cute as you can see from this picture! Our
service was based on our termly theme of Thankfulness, creating a
thoughtful atmosphere, much like all of our services, which is why you
should perhaps come along to our Remembrance Service on Friday 11th
November at 10:25 am.

!

This year is the 100 year commemoration of the Battle of the Somme, where many brave heroes perished in
action in 1916 during this infamous battle. Year 6 will be leading the Service and will be honouring the memories
of three local young men who sadly died in battle during 1916: John Henry Powell, Frank Allen and Edward
Haynes; two of whom died in operations related to the Somme.
Supported by the Royal British Legion we will then hold the two minute silence at 11am by the War Memorial. We
warmly welcome you all to join us to pay our respects to those who have fought and died in war. Your time will be

!Every Thursday I teach English as a foreign language in Wrexham. Most of our students are asylum seekers, only
Asylum Seekers are not just on TV

two families from Syria at present, but also from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Gambia, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and
Albania. Sometimes they tell us how they managed to reach the UK – by walking for days, risking their lives on
these overcrowded inflatable boats, by smuggling aboard a lorry, hiding between carriages on a train. They are
often reluctant to describe the reason for fleeing their home when it's not war torn – people killed while they hid
nearby, the ever present risk of rape or torture, the disappearance of a family member without warning.
There are three of us, retired ESOL tutors from Yale College, and we divide the students into three classes. I teach
the group with better English, some with school English, some self taught, all desperate to improve. Then we
have tea and toast and cake and afterwards they play pool, table tennis,and exchange skills such as knitting, bead
work, sewing, cooking, hand massage.
Two Health Visitors come for a couple of hours, making appointments with doctors and dentists, arranging
hospital visits, listening and advising. One unfailingly brings a cake baked by her Mum whom we have yet to
meet. Several members of The Red Cross attend weekly, and have had success uniting families separated on their
way here. They transport our students to visit solicitors and to attend court hearings. They entertain the children
during holidays, play jenga, card games, chess and dominoes.
Friends give us clothing and bedding, books, videos and cds and we are able to distribute 25 bags of fruit and
vegetables each week thanks to donations from charitable organisations. We celebrate Chinese New Year, Burns
Supper, St David's Day and the Eid, and we have an international celebration every Christmas emphasising our
hope for peace in the world. There are not many asylum seekers in the Wrexham area compared with the numbers
we see on television, but between them they have about 35 children from babies to 16 year old. We plan to make
and fill a Christmas stocking for each of the children this year and we would be happy to accept any small, good
as new toys Overton children would be willing to donate. You can leave me a message on 01978 710823.
Sheila Miller

Book Launch at Overton Library

Local Author David, writing under the pen name of Mendus Harris, is launching ‘Dead Man’s Gold‘
at Overton Library on Saturday 26th November at 10.30am. This is a unique chance for all of us in
Overton to meet with our local author as well as enjoying cake, coffee and a chat about his books!
For those of you who enjoy a good thriller the blurb on the book is....
“Dead Man’s Gold starts off in a small town in Ghana, West Africa which exists for no other reason
than to mine gold. It was founded in the early twentieth century when a lucky strike sent people
flocking to the site to find wealth and employment. Edryd (Ed) Evans arrives from his hilltop on the
Welsh Borders. He is an experienced gold exploration geologist who has spent large amounts of time in West
Africa. But he is wary of returning after being kidnapped and held hostage on his previous visit. He has come
because an old friend, Greg Boston, has disappeared in mysterious circumstances…..” (and of course there are
some romantic twists along the way, if like me, you enjoy that too!)
If you would like David to come and talk to your group about his book please do get in touch, contact details are
below. In the meantime look forward to seeing you in the library Saturday 26th November at 10.30am!
www.mendusharris.co.uk
Facebook - authormendusharris
Twitter - @mendusharris
Contact Number 07764 794904
Email: davidmendusharris@gmail.com
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November Diary for St Mary’s Services

!

Wednesday November 2nd 7.30pm Evening Prayer
Sunday November 6th 10.00am Family Village Praise
Sunday November 13th 10.50am Remembrance Day
Service begins at the Cenotaph
3.00pm Messy Church in the Scout Hut
Sunday November 20th 10.00am Family Communion
Sunday November 27th 11.30am Holy Communion
5.00pm Mission Area Advert Carol Service

!

November Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel

Sunday November 6th 6.30pm Holy Communion Rev Sharples
Sunday November 13th 6.30pm Mr Martin Woodhall
Sunday November 20th 6.30pm Mr Ken Drury
Sunday November 27th11am All Age Worship Deacon Rathbone

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!Congratulations to Roxanne Haynes and Tom
Smith
their recent engagement.
!HappyonNovember
Birthdays to Lydia Evison,
Family Announcements

What’s On

Wednesday November 2nd 10.30am St Mary’s Coffee
Morning and Get-together in church
Thursday November 3rd 10.30am - 2.30pm Rainbow
Centre Lunch & Learn. “Wooden Crafts” with Little
Wood Company

Pearl Edwards, Hugo Hunter, Edward Pugh,
Pauline Dodd, Phil Edwards, Dave Smith,
Mike Done, Heather Davies, Lucy Roberts, Rob
Netzband–Piggott, Gerald Williams, Den Owen,
Peter Rosselli and Laura Edwards.

For Sale

!!
!!
!

Wanted

!

Thursday November 3rd 9.00pm Charity Quiz Night at the
White Horse in aid of Overton Playgroup
Fri & Sat November 4th & 5th 10.00am-4.00pm Needlecraft
Exhibition in Chapel School Room
Saturday November 5th 2.00-4.00pm Craft Fayre in the
Village Hall.
Sunday November 6th 11.00am-3.30pm Needlecraft
Exhibition in Chapel School Room
Tuesday November 8th 7.30pm Overton Community
Council meeting in the Parish Room. Members of
the public wishing to speak - 7.20pm-7.30pm.

Thank you

St Mary’s Church would like to say ‘Thank You’ to
everyone who supported the Coffee & Chat
mornings held during July and August. The sum of
£667.91 was raised for Nightingale House Hospice.

What’s On - continued!

Wednesday November 9th 10.30am Overton British Legion
meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome.

Thursday November 17th 7.30pm Overton WI Annual
General Meeting in the Parish Room. Speaker
Heather Dulson. Pot luck taster evening

!
!
!
!

Saturday November 19th 10.00am-11.00am Overton
Community Council Drop-in in the Village Hall

Wednesday November 9th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club
at the White Horse. Booking required

Saturday November 19th 3.00-5.45pm Playcentre’s
Winter Show & Disco at the Village Hall

Thursday November 10th 7.00pm Erbistock WI AGM at
Erbistock Village Hall and Cheese & Wine evening

Friday November 25th 8.00pm Big Blues Night at
Overton Village Hall

Friday November 11th 10.55am Overton British Legion
meet at the cenotaph. All welcome.
Friday November 11th 7.15pm for 7.30pm Maelor Belles WI
at the Rainbow Centre, Penley. ‘The Night Sky’
Saturday November 12th 10am-3.30pm Sale of handcrafted
Gemstone Jewellery in aid of Leonard Cheshire
Dolywern at The Cup & Saucer Coffee Shop
Saturday November 12th 10.30am-12.00pm Festive Coffee
Morning at the Catholic Church Hall
Sunday November 13th 2pm “Majors & Minors’ folk group
meeting in the White Horse. All welcome
Wednesday November 16th 7.30pm Maelor Music Society
in the Maelor School Hall with Clive Carroll, guitarist
Thursday November 17th 9.00pm Charity Quiz Night at
the White Horse in aid of children in Ghana
Continued to right

Saturday November 26th 2.00pm Christmas Fair at the
Methodist Chapel
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