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This month’s edition includes a 4 page supplement with Overton Community Council news

Overton Twinning Association
will be holding their AGM on
Wednesday 24th May in the
Parish Room at 7pm. Everybody
who is interested in the Twinning
Association is invited to attend and
you will all be warmly welcomed.
………………………………….……

Time to vote

Thursday May 4th 2017 is Local
Government Election Day for the
Wrexham County Borough
Councillor for Overton Electoral
Division. The Polling Station is in
the Parish Room, Penyllan Street,
Overton and it is open 7.00am till
10.00pm.
……………………………………….

Community Tidy-up Day

The Community Gardening Group
invite everyone to join them at
10am on Saturday May 20th to
spend an hour tidying up the
village, doing a little gardening or
litter picking. Litter picking tools
and sacks will be provided but if
you are volunteering to do a little
gardening please bring a spade or
trowel.
Please meet outside the Village
Hall at 10am. Refreshments will be
served at 11am, and everyone will
be given a warm welcome.
For further information contact
Pene Coles on 710598
……………………………………….

Christian Aid
COFFEE
MORNING
on Saturday May 20th
10.30am
in the Chapel Schoolroom

“The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's
Guild Dramatic Society's Production of Macbeth”
Please don't be put off by the
title. It's Overton Am Drams
Society presenting
Shakespeare with laughs in
the Village Hall on 19th & 20th
May at 7.30 pm. £7.50 for
adults and £5 for under 18s.
Photo of the cast getting into
their roles.
Tickets will be available in the
Corner Shop or pay at the
door.

And the Gold Award goes to Congratulations go to M E Evans, Overton
butchers for being awarded 4 Gold Awards
- for Traditional pork pie, Chicken, ham &
leek pie, Traditional pork sausage, and
Moroccan pork sausage at the North Wales
& Cheshire Excellence in Meat Products
Awards.

Overton Festival features top acts.
This year's Blues Roots & Real Ale festival at the Village Hall is on
Friday May 6th & Sat. 7th. The Friday night kicks off at 7.30 with the
"Village Night" with the aim to give Overton villagers the chance to hear
three acts, 3 Kings, Dale Storr and The Stumble that are known to be
able to get feet tapping, and also to show their support for the event
and the village groups and societies that will benefit.
On Saturday (1.00pm-11.30pm), since we announced that Northern
Irish soul and r'n'b singer Kaz Hawkins would headline, her profile has
rocketed and she has since performed in Memphis, Alabama, Nashville
and Boston and has been not only voted no1 UK band but this week
was voted no1 European band. This has proved to be a real coup for
Overton! Plus 2 blues rock bands with Catfish and the Ian Parker Band
and the superb American guitarist duo Tyzack and Tortora, and opening
are 2 excellent acoustic acts with solo guitarist Howlin' Mat and guitar/
harmonica due Walklate and Fuschi.
The event commences at 1pm. Tickets are available in the Corner Shop
and cost £15 for Friday, £25 for Saturday and £35 for both days. A
selection of 12+ real ales will be on offer including local breweries
Stonehouse of Oswestry and Chapel of Dudleston plus Wrexham Lager
and some local ciders. Further information available from Jim and Sue
Glover on 01978 710413.
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Musings from the Manse

Country Beat

…………………………………….

……………………………………..……
by PCSO Lynne Maurice

by Rev’d Phillip Poole

Dear friends,
On a visit to the coast last Easter I saw a poster outside
a church, bearing the following words in letters at least
a foot high:
“HE IS NOT HERE – HE HAS RISEN”
These words come from Matthew’s gospel and were
originally the words of an angel outside Jesus’ tomb
announcing his resurrection on Easter Sunday morning,
“He is not here – he has risen.” It’s a neat summary of
the Easter message, but possibly not the best thing to
write on a poster outside a church – “He is not here!”
I’m sure it would encourage more people to come
inside our churches to meet Jesus if we wrote “HE IS
HERE!” outside the door.
Of course we don’t meet Jesus only in church, but it is
often easier for us to experience his presence there in
the quietness of prayer or in the devotional atmosphere
of a worship service, and Jesus himself told his
followers “Wherever two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst.” I wonder what our
worship would be like if instead of a priest or minister
standing at the front it was Jesus himself, there to
receive our praise and acclaim. We might worship as
never before and I’m sure our requests and thanks,
fears and regrets would be poured out to him in some
truly heartfelt prayers. And yet Jesus is there when we
meet in church to worship him, and our worship should
be no less heartfelt because we cannot see him. The
famous hymn by William Cowper says “Sometimes a
light surprises the Christian while he sings, it is the
Lord who rises with healing in his wings.” Jesus heals
us and encourages us as we worship him and many
Christians, myself included, will be able to tell you of
times when they have experienced his presence and felt
lifted and strengthened by him during worship.
I was in a local school a few weeks ago, explaining that
Jesus was with us and would hear our prayers and bless
us. One little lad on the front row put his hand up and
said – “What? Even though he’s dead?” But this is the
whole point - Jesus is no longer dead! He rose again
and is alive for evermore and he hears and answers
when we call out to him. He has risen and HE IS
HERE!
Love and best wishes,
Rev. Phil Poole

Sunflower Growing Competition

The Community Gardeners invite everyone to enter a
Sunflower Growing Competition. The
competition is open to all age groups and
all you will need is a suitable plant pot and
some soil or compost. Seeds will be
provided free and can be collected from
Evan's the village butchers or the.Corner
Shop. For further information contact Pene
Coles on 710598.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Fraudsters are sending out a high volume
of phishing emails to personal and
business email addresses, pretending to come from
various email addresses, which have been
compromised.
If you receive one of these emails, do not click on
any links or download any attachments.
Malware authors often use tricks to try to convince you
to download malicious files. This can be an email with
a file attached that tells you it is a receipt for a delivery,
a tax refund, or an invoice for a ticket. It might say you
have to open the attachment to get the items delivered
to you, or to get money.
If you do open the attachment, you’ll end up installing
malware on your PC.
Sometimes a malicious email will be easy to spot – it
could have bad spelling and grammar, or come from
an email address you’ve never seen before. However,
these emails can also look like they come from a
legitimate business or someone you know. Some
malware can hack email accounts and use them to
send malicious spam to any contacts they find.
To prevent your PC from being infected it’s a good
idea to consider the following:
• If you aren’t sure who sent you the email - or
something doesn’t look quite right - don’t open it
• If an email says you have to update your details,
don’t click on the link in the email.
• Don’t open an attachment to an email that you
weren’t expecting, or that was sent by someone you
don’t know.
For more information please visit: http://
www.actionfraud.police.uk/news/over-200-reports-offriendly-fraudster-email-scam-in-three-days-mar17
As regards issues around Overton village, there are no
major problems as such. We are still monitoring the
junctions of Turning Street and High Street which
seems to be quite clear at present. We are still putting
advisory notices on vehicles that are parked causing
an obstruction or parked within the 10 mtrs of the
junction. Please keep this area clear and be mindful of
the dangers to other road users. To all persons who
are adhering to this advice, thank you for your
assistance in this matter.
Regards
Lynne
Lynne Maurice PCSO 0151 / SCCH 0151
North Wales Police / Heddlu Goggledd Cymru
Overton Police Station / Gorsaf Heddlu Owrtyn
Phone / Ffon: dd. 01978 348425 / extn. 48425
Mobile / Symudol: 07854 352 815
E.mail / E.bost: lynne.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk

Overton Cricket Club Fixture List
Matches commence at 1.00pm
May 6th
Quayside
Away
May 13th Llanidloes
Home
May 20th Harcourt
Away
May 27th Allscott 2
Home
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St Mary’s School News

This term we are proud to be supporting The British
Ironworks Tin Can Appeal at St. Mary's School Don’t
Bin It, Tin It! The Tin Can Appeal has been launched
to collect ONE MILLION tin cans for The British
Ironworks latest project which intends to highlight the
amazing opportunities for creating something useful
and beautiful from household waste.
This project is very much about education, promoting
the environment and highlighting how we can all have
a positive impact on our world, especially when
working together, something that our school family are
working to assist. The cans will be used to make a
giant and spectacular bust of Her Majesty the Queen
and as a group partnering this ambition, we at school,
will be able to access
a completely free day of fun
and creativity at the British
Ironworks. We have already
collected a whole wheelie bin
full of tins which we delivered
to the centre in the Easter
H o l i d a y s . We w o u l d b e
grateful if you could help us
collect more - we have a bin
outside our main entrance
specifically for tins. All we ask
is that they are clean and
have had their labels
removed. Photo of Scott
Lawrenson and Mum with James Glover delivering the cans

We would also like to take this opportunity to invite
prospective or interested families to contact us at St.
Mary's to find out more about the amazing things and
activities we do. We offer 5 free half day sessions to
your child if they have their 3rd Birthday before 31st
August 2017 in our nursery setting and we would be
delighted to hear from you. We can arrange informal
visits to our school and really would take pleasure in
sharing with you some of the great opportunities the
youngsters in our community have. We offer forest
school, great after school club groups such as football,
netball, tennis and cricket and have great links with St.
Mary's Church in our village. You can look at our
regularly updated website on https://stmarys-overtonpri.wrexham.sch.uk to have a glimpse into our village
school life.
For more information please contact Mr Darren Morris
or Mrs Jo Richards on 01978 710370 or by email at
mailbox@stmarys-overton-pri.wrexham.sch.uk

Dear Editor,

I would like to express my thanks and praise for our
local ambulance staff and the Wrexham Maelor A&E
Department, who just before Easter, from 1am
onwards, within minutes, swept me in to hospital and
quickly and efficiently administered intravenous pain
relief - more wonderful than one can imagine if not
having experienced it. One young doctor for so many
of us but providing top quality care & treatment,
whatever the press say!
I am now receiving excellent care in Devon, but dare I
hope that locals will vote for our Overton independent
candidate in the Wrexham Council elections on May
4th.
Elliot Williams
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Dear All,

I believe I have served the area well in various roles
over 20 plus years. All I ask is a few minutes of your
time on May 4th to vote in the forthcoming Wrexham
County Elections.
John McCusker

Hanging Basket Competition

The Community Gardening Group are organising
another Hanging Basket Competition. This year the
entry fee will be just £1 and all the money received
will be donated to the chosen charity of the winner.
Category 1 - baskets grown from seed .
Category 2 - baskets containing flowers planted by
the owner.
Category 3 - baskets purchased already planted.
For further details and to enter contact Lucy Roberts
on 710328.

Overton Futures

Everyone is invited to a Public Forum Event at the
Village Hall on Tuesday May 16th at 7pm. For the
past 2 years a team from WISERD (Wales Institute of
Social & Economic Research) at Bangor University
have been researching how people participate in
Overton and other places. Through a mixture of
surveys, observations and interviews the researchers
have been studying how participation in local life is
changing and how this might affect the community,
and the lives of local people.
At this event you will be able to
• Hear more about the study
• Find out how Overton compares to other places
• Ask questions about the research
• Discuss what the findings might mean for the future
of Overton
Free Refreshments

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com
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Harry Morgan 1890 – 1917

This month is the centenary of another of those who are remembered on Overton War Memorial. Harry Morgan
was killed on the 27th May 1917. Harry was born in 1890 in Rhostyllen, one of 9 children, his father and older
brothers being coal miners, presumably at Bersham pit. By 1911 Harry and his brothers were also working there
as a trammer, loading and moving the wagons underground.
Harry married Margaret Emma Burdett (b1888) in Overton in September 1914 presumably at the news of the
outbreak of war. Margaret was born in Overton, her father was gamekeeper on the Bryn y Pys estate and the
family lived at Dee Bank. After their marriage Harry and Margaret lived in a cottage at Knolton Bryn. In view of
his previous job perhaps Harry was a miner at Ifton pit.
One presumes Harry volunteered at the start of the war, shortly after he had married Margaret. He was Private
54603 in the 2nd Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers. In 1917 the 2nd Battalion were at the Battle of Arras. The
British Fifth Army was intended to help the operations of the Third
Army, by pushing back German rear guards to the Hindenburg Line.
He was killed in action on 27th May during the Battle of Arras.
The Arras Memorial in France commemorates almost 35,000
servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and New
Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and
7 August 1918, and have no known grave. Harry Morgan is one of
those and his name is on Panel 6, and he is also remembered on
Overton War Memorial.

What would you do?
A recent article in the Daily Mail stated “People are
dying needlessly from heart attacks because
bystanders are unwilling to try life-saving techniques.
Only 4 out of 10 members of the public are prepared to
give first aid to someone undergoing cardiac arrest. By
the time ambulance staff arrive, valuable minutes have
been lost which increases the risk of death. It is
estimated 1000’s of lives could be saved if members of
the public attempted to resuscitate heart attack
victims.”
I am embarrassed to say I wouldn’t know what to do
and talking to my neighbours I got a similar response.
This is not good enough. I have organised with St John
Ambulance to be in attendance on Sunday May 14th
between 5.00-7.00pm at Overton Village Hall to give a
general demonstration on this easy to learn life-saving
technique. The invite is free and might only take 20
minutes or so but the 2 hour slot is to allow as many
people as possible to attend. So come along anytime
and children are most welcome. Remember if a loved
one or even a perfect stranger had a heart attack in
your presence WHAT WOULD YOU DO??
John McCusker

Re "Solution to clean streets" - April
Oracle.
Having a designated
toilet area for dogs is
not quite as crazy as it
sounds.
This photograph was
taken 30 years ago in a
town in Switzerland.
Sheila and Brian
Graver
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Overton Cricket Club News

With the new season almost upon us and the
Indian Premier League to inspire us, the
club are looking forward to a good
competitive season.
Overton had a strong season in 2016 with a good
percentage of games won, leaving the team high in the
division. Players gained recognition from the league
by topping the averages in bowling and batting.
Throughout the summer youth sessions and coaching
were taken with our qualified coaches giving their
time each week.
We feel lucky to able to play our cricket in great
surroundings with a good field and wicket and
excellent facilities as our pavilion provides all that’s
needed for a day out on the village green. Teas were
provided by wives, partners and friends which are
worth a visit on their own!
Fundraising was a success last year with a race night,
draws, sweepstakes and hog roast at the Blues Festival
in Overton Village Hall, which will be happening
again this month.
We are fundraising this season for a new mower for
cutting the wicket, enabling more great bowling and
batting tracks which will attract teams not only in the
league, but Sunday friendly fixtures and mid-week
knock outs too. Please contact us at the club or call us
on 710537 if you wish to hire our ground for a game
or you fancy a game.

Thank you
Thanks to Overton Playgroup for another excellent
Easter Bingo. Absolutely fantastic prizes, with a
brilliantly funny caller in Nicky Pimparel and in a very
friendly atmosphere. Looking forward to next year's.
Well done to all involved.
Cynthia Davies

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com
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Bell Ringing Gratitude

Last summer an advert was
placed in the Overton Oracle
calling for new bell ringers. Three
ladies (one much younger than
the other two!) took up the
challenge and ten months later
they now ring regularly on
Saturday and Sunday mornings.
Samantha Bateman-Green,
Poppy Bateman and Clare Morris
would like to thank the regular
band – Keith Overthrow (captain),
Mike Marshall, Reg Jones, Jim
Glover, Jim Eastop and Tom
Miles (a regular visitor), for their
patience and support during practice and also the wonderful
installation of the rope guides which are a work of art. St.
Mary’s church bells have had a reputation of being the most
difficult church bells to ring because of the tall tower which
makes the ropes very lively to handle, but the installation of
the rope guides has certainly reduced the ‘wiggle’ in the
ropes. Feel free to come and say ‘hello’ on a Saturday
morning. Thank you all, and here’s to many more happy
ringing years to come.
Sam, Poppy and Clare

Les Swire
Because of problems with the sound system at Les’s funeral
several have asked for an (abbreviated) eulogy.
Dad was born in March 1938, on Mount Farm in Nortonin-Hales, and remained a country boy until the end of his
life. He went to primary school in Norton, on to Market
Drayton Grammar and then joined the RAF for his National
Service. He was very proud to be in Bomber Command,
stationed at RAF Upwood serving as a radio operator.
Dad knew he wanted to teach from about the age of twelve,
teaching in Sunday school as a teenager. It was a true
vocation for him. At Shavington School in Cheshire, he
was deputy and acting head for a while, one of the youngest
to be appointed in the country. He was involved across
school life, and in his own time with sports, lifts, extra
tuition and drama productions, He taught at Newcastleunder-Lyme School for 10 years, until his retirement.
At Shavington he had met mum, who taught French there.
and they married in 1979 and have been as perfect a
partnership as any marriage can be. Dad had loved his last
18 months with mum here in Overton. He had made friends
and acquaintances wherever he went, and was involved in
the church and British Legion and loved the beauty of the
local countryside.
Dad also loved his sports playing hockey & cricket,
coaching a football team and was a qualified referee. Horse
Racing, particularly National Hunt, was a big part of his
life. He and mum have spent many happy afternoons since
his retirement at Bangor-on-Dee racecourse.
In recent years, he had become a much loved grandpa to
our four little ones, never remote, always down on the floor
playing with them. Most of all, we will remember him as a
phenomenal dad. We didn’t realise then quite how much he
invested in us, his time and love, as well as sacrifices made
to put us through school. He wanted everything to be
perfect for his family; for everyone to be happy. We could
do no wrong in his eyes, and we hope he realised we felt
the same about him. Dad was a man of quiet but huge faith,
he wasn't afraid of what was coming next, and we shouldn't
be either: he'll be watching all the way until we join him.
Probably saying sock it to ‘em.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Gwernheylod Field, Argoed Lane, Overton
6.30am to 12.00pm
OPEN TO ALL ENTRANCE FREE
Cars for Car Boot - Donation of £5 please
Clear out those attics, garages, cupboards, make
yourself some extra cash, and help us raise money
for our local church.

Any queries please call 07743463125

Overton Lunch Club
is on Wednesday May 10th at

12.30pm at the White Horse. The
menu will be Pork loin in gravy with
chips and veg, followed by vanilla
cheese cake with cream, all for
£6.25.
To book please ring Gwynneth
Austin on 01978 710672

Overton Royal British Legion
100 Club

Results of the “100 Club” draw for April.
93 members entered and the draw was made
at the White Horse on the 12th April by Mike (White
Horse)
Winners 1st Prize £186.00 No 21 Mrs Lyn Evans
2nd Prize £93.00 No 48 Marjorie Moraghan
3rd Prize £46.50 No 62 Doreen Jones
Legion Fund: £139.50
Next Draw: Wed. May 10th
Only 4 Membership Numbers now remain available in
the Overton Branch of the Royal British Legion "100
Club". To avoid disappointment don't delay, Enrol now
and give yourself a chance of winning one of the three
attractive monthly prizes, and also in doing so help
boost the much needed funds of The Royal British
Legion. Open to everyone, not just RBL members.
If you wish to join please ring Dave Austin

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com
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Playgroup Thanks We had a manic April, full of fundraising events. Thank you to all who supported our Nearly New

Sale, we made a profit of £510, and ‘Bags for School’, we raised £70. Next our Easter Bingo, we were overwhelmed with the
support, and made a profit of £436. Thanks to the Recreational Club for hosting and accommodating everyone so very well.
Thanks to all who donated prizes, including Elliot from the Post Office. Thanks to Mike and Zena at The White Horse for
hosting the Race Night. Lots of fun had by all and some people even went home better off than when they arrived. Thanks to
all who sponsored a race, the White Horse, the Corner Shop, Evans Butchers, Tracey Roberts, Graphic Design and Beauty
Box, plus thanks to Dan Dodwell and Paul for running this great event, we raised £220 on the night.
The children’s Easter party, a joint event with Messy Church was lovely and busy, the sun shone and the children had a
wonderful variety of craft and outdoor activities with an emphasis on the true meaning of Easter. Thanks to all who helped
organise and those who attended.We also had a super mega chocolate raffle, so thank you to all that who part, (money not
counted yet). The 3 winners have all been notified so sorry if you did not win this year, but there is always next year!!
Please see details of the 50th Celebration Ball, July 1st. This is an event for the whole Village, especially those who have
any connection to the Playcentre. 50 years is a fabulous achievement and we would love as many people to come along
celebrate with us, tickets available from the Playcentre.
The casino night, (with Russian roulette!) will be rescheduled for later this year, watch this space, and it won’t be Russian!
Finally thank you to Home Farm, for kindly donating Duck Eggs to the Playcentre, they are currently in our incubator and
we have many excited adults and children eager for them to hatch!
Sarah E

Overton’s Community
Gardeners planning this
seasons projects.

Adverts are not included
in the on-line archived edition of the Oracle.
This is because the archive of the Oracle is
available on-line going back many years
and the adverts and contact details
would be out of date.

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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OVERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS
Announcement from Overton Community Council
It was highlighted to Overton Community Council that during the recent tendering process for the
Playingfield, Cenotaph and Cemetery an error was made in the specification which meant that the three
bidders were not working from the same basis.
We apologised for this error, which was amended and the three contractors were invited to re-bid. The
award process took place at the end of the March with an impartial third party present to oversee the
process. Each applicant was advised of the outcome.
It had also been reported that the Community Council allowed a current serving Community Councillor to
submit a tender for the contract above and that such practice was illegal.
We would like to take this opportunity to address this concern. Community Councillors are not precluded
from submitting a tender to their community council, as per Local Government Act 1972:
Section 116 of the Local Government Act 1972t prohibits the appointment of a councillor to a paid office
whilst they are a councillor or for a year afterwards. However, the issue in this case is the granting of a
contract to a councillor rather than appointment to an office. There is no ban on community councillors
being contractors to their council.
Our Standing Orders also state:- Council members shall not be precluded from tendering for supplies or
services to the Council provided that the requirements of Standing Orders are complied with on all
occasions.
During the pre tender process to award the contract the serving councillor was either excluded or did not
attend the meetings when discussions on this matter took place.
All the minutes from Community Council meetings are available for the public to view, either online, at the
library or by prior arrangement with the Clerk to the Council.
We hope that we have alleviated the concerns voiced by some residents of Overton.

Overton Community Council welcomes new Councillor
Overton Community Council would like to welcome and introduce to readers our new Community
Councillor (co-opted). David Roberts was unanimously voted on by the other members of the Community
Council during their March meeting. David has lived in the village for over twelve months and is keen to
become more involved with community life.
If you would like to join the Community Council we have one more vacancy for a Community Councillor
(Co-opted) which needs to be filled.
Overton Community Council has the responsibility to help maintain and improve the community we live in,
ensuring that it is a pleasant place in which to live; this is done through representing the whole electorate
within the community; delivering services to meet local needs; and striving to improve quality of life in the
community.
The Community Council is responsible for the Park and Millennium Meadow, Cemetery, Public Toilets,
Community Website and a variety of other village amenities. We are consultees on all planning
applications which relate to Overton and respects that the village we all live in is within a Conservation
Area.
If you would like more information and how to apply please contact Katrina Chalk (Clerk) on:
☎ 01978 710055
✉ occ.clerk@btinternet.com
Other Councillors are Pene Coles, Charlotte Copeman, Sue England, Peter Lynch, Keith Miller, Lesley Pugh,
Val Stevenson and Tony Walker

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Overton Village Fete
SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday 24th June 2017
Starting at the earlier time
of 1.00pm until 5.00pm
Highlights include a Parade to celebrate the
Play Centre’s 50th Anniversary, a Fun Dog Show, a wide variety of
stalls showcasing local businesses and their fantastic array of products
including a selection of beers from local micro-breweries as well as a
raffle draw with spectacular prizes!
The success of previous fetes shows what a great
opportunity this is for organisations/clubs in the
village to promote themselves
and raise much needed funds.
It is also a good opportunity for businesses to
showcase their products and services.
We hope that you can continue to support this fabulous event this year!
Flyers will be available on line or contact Katrina Chalk on 710055 or
occ.clerk@btinternet.com to reserve your stall
Clarification on the new Public Spaces Protection Order Dog Control and Dog
Fouling.
We apologise for the inaccurate information published in the March edition of the Oracle
relating to the new dog orders. Please read through the information below.

• Millennium Meadow - there is no restriction there for dogs to be kept on leads - only on

public highways and in some areas of the county parks and sport/play areas. Obviously
the removal of dog foul is still required

• In terms of spectators watching a football match - dogs should be kept on leads in order
to prevent them running onto the marked area of the football pitch or onto the play area.
All dogs should be kept on leads when they are in the car park at the Playingfield

• Overton Village Fete - The dog competition held at this event and visitors attending the

fete with their dogs will be covered by dispensation - Overton Community Council
(OCC) has already applied for, and been granted, dispensation for this event from
Wrexham Council. OCC will be handing out free dog poo bags to all dog owners during
the day.

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Projects for 2017

Hedgerow on the Wrexham Road
We planned to vigorously cut back the hedgerow
on the Wrexham Road in early 2017, as it has
become very thick and top heavy. Unfortunately
we have had to postpone this until the latter part of
2017.
We will also be planting 'whips' behind the hedge
in order to thicken and improve the quality of the
existing hedge. As this is part of the Conservation
Area of Overton, we sought advice from the Ecology and Conservation Officers at
Wrexham Council to ensure this is all properly carried out.
Overton Cemetery
We will be improving the paths in the Cemetery,
relocating the shed and moving/improving the
storage units for the top soil, spoil and turf to the
field behind the current cemetery. This is to tidy up
the current cemetery and allow us to prepare the
next piece of land for burials in years to come.

Victorian Pump - Station Road
We intend to improve the small area surrounding the
Victorian Pump on Station Road. It was erected to
commemorate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria in
1887.
Westminster Stone in St Martins have kindly offered to
donate the stones/pavers.
Once the work has been completed, the wooden casing at
the back of pump with be replaced.

Overton Public Toilets
Overton Community Council has now signed the lease for the public toilets and has
taken over the running of these facilities.
We will be consulting with residents throughout 2017 to see if you would like these
facilities updated and improved during the next financial year (2018/2019). We will
advertise the dates of the consultation in the Oracle, on noticeboards and on the
Overton-on-Dee website and Facebook.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Reporting highway issues on behalf of residents
If you notice any deep potholes or pavements which require weeds clearing from them etc.,
you can report them to the Clerk to the Council who is happy to pass on the issue to
Wrexham Council. You can also report the issue directly to your local authority by calling
01978 298989.
Over the past six months your Community Council has been writing to the Head of
Environment and Planning, Mr Lawrence Isted, to raise concerns regarding the condition of
the roads and pavements in the Overton area and will continue to do so until results are
seen.
We have requested to have the pavement in St Mary's Avenue and the road surface along
the whole of Dark Lane to be resurfaced. We are aware that the aforementioned are
regularly used and their current condition is uneven and could be a trip hazard. Mr Isted
responded in a letter dated 3rd January 2017 "References to the footway in St Mary's
Avenue and the carriageway in Dark Lane have been noted and will be considered for
inclusion in a future programme ...." To date no work has been carried out and these two
areas continue to erode.
A request for renewed road markings has been made as: all road marking and non
illuminated signs and bollards should be repainted after resurfacing or when they have
faded. We have highlighted the following road markings which require re marking; Willow
Street, exiting onto Wrexham Road, and Salop Road at the junction to Penyllan Street. We
have also requested that the markings outside St Mary’s School should be repainted to
discourage people from parking there and to keep the area clear of vehicles so children can
be seen when crossing the road to go to and from school - this is still outstanding.
Overton Community Grants
The closing date for applications is
31st October 2017.
Grants may be made by the Overton Community Council
towards capital expenditure by local organisations within the
area administered by the Community Council.
Grants will not be made towards general maintenance or
running costs.
An application shall be made on a form obtainable from the
Clerk to the Community Council on 01978 710055 or
occ.clerk@btinternet.com or download it from the website.
Funds available for grants are limited and there can be no
guarantee of a grant being offered in any particular case.
Grants may be made towards the setting-up of a new local
organisation, providing the Community Council is satisfied that
a proper constitution exists and that the organisation has
adopted a programme of fund-raising events for at least one
year.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Thank you to all the
responsible dog owners who
when out for a walk pick up
without fail, their dog's
excrement in a suitable bag
and place the bag in one of
the village waste bins.
I know that it is sometimes a
bit awkward to carry the full
bags around until you find a
bin but thank you for your
patience and dedication to
keeping the village a cleaner
place. There are many more
responsible dog owners in
Overton than the
irresponsible type who spoil
things time and time again
for the rest of us and who
cause me to have to write
month after month in this
magazine.
Hooray for all the responsible
dog owners.

Pene Coles
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What’s On

Family Announcements

May Diary for St Mary’s Services

Congratulations to Janene and Jonny Bell on the birth of

Wednesday May 3rd 7.00pm Weds Evening Prayer
Sunday May 7th 10.00am Family Village Praise
Sunday May 14th 11.30am Holy Communion
3.00pm Messy Church in the Scout Hut
Sunday May 21st 10.00am Family Communion
Thurs May 25th 10.00am Ascension Day Holy Communion
Sunday May 28th 11.30am Holy Communion
6.00pm Praise and Worship

May Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel
Sunday May 7th
Sunday May 14th
Sunday May 21st
Sunday May 28th

6.30pm Rev Richard Sharples
6.30pm Mr Martin Woodhall
6.30pm Rev P. Poole Holy Communion
11.00pm Mr Dan Valentine All Age Worship

Every Saturday 10.30am-12 noon Weekly
Coffee Mornings at the Methodist Chapel
Monday May 1st 12.00pm -3.00pm Welshampton Charity
Plant Sale at Welshampton Parish Hall
Thursday May 4th 7.00am - 10.00pm Local Government
Election in the Parish Room
Thursday May 4th 10.30am - 2.30pm Rainbow Centre
Lunch & Learn - ‘Rustic Twig Frames’ with Rebecca
Friday May 6th 7.30pm-11.30pm Blues, Roots and Real Ale
Festival in the Village Hall
Saturday May 7th 1.00pm-11.30pm Blues, Roots and Real
Ale Festival in the Village Hall
Tuesday May 9th 7.30pm Overton Community Council
meeting in the Parish Room. Members of the public
wishing to speak 7.20pm-7.30pm.
Tuesday May 9th 7pm for 7.30pm start. Bingo Night at the
Rainbow Centre, Penley.
Wednesday May 10th 10.30am Overton British Legion
meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome.
Wednesday May 10th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club at the
White Horse. Booking essential
Wednesday May 10th 7.30pm Maelor Belles WI at the
Rainbow Centre Penley. Mendus Harris, local author
Thursday May 11th 7.30pm Erbistock WI at Erbistock
Village Hall. Speaker: Cheryl Williams on “Dementia
Friends”
Tuesday May 16th 7pm ‘Overton Futures’ Public Forum
Event at the Village Hall. Everyone welcome.
Thursday May 18th Overton WI visit to Wollerton Old Hall
Gardens
May 19th & 20th 7.30pm Overton Amateur Dramatic Society
production in the Village Hall
Saturday May 20th 10.30am Christian Aid Coffee Morning in
in the Chapel schoolroom
Saturday May 20th 10.00am Community Tidy-up Day
Wednesday May 24th 7.00pm Overton Twinning Association
AGM in the Parish Room
Monday May 29th 6.30am-12pm Car Boot Sale, Argoed
Lane, in aid of St Marys Church

their baby daughter Aneila Elsie, a new sister for Georgie
and Hugo, and a second granddaughter for Carol Dyke and
for Bob & Cynthia Davies

Happy May Birthdays to Grace Sidwell, David

Evison, Jenny Bellis, Jade Lyndsey Hayward, Luke
Haynes, Maddie Rouse, Eleanor McCusker, Aaron, Liu,
Elis Perrin, Olivia Dodwell, John Dodd, Peter Grindley,
Chris Worthington, John McCusker, Mrs J Dodwell, Janine
Austin, Eileen Drysdale, Clive Hellingman and Lynne
Williams.
Happy 50th Birthday to Alice Murray.
Happy 50th Birthday to Chris Worthington, love from
Mum, Dad, Mark, Claire & James.
Belated happy 50th Birthday to David Harris.

Sincere condolences to family and friends on the very

sudden death of Dave Roberts from Knolton.
Sincere condolences to family and friends of Mrs Scott
who has recently passed away.

Thank you

Mrs Anne Swire and family wish to express their heartfelt
thanks to their friends and neighbours in Overton, and the
community beyond, for the numerous messages and cards
of condolence received and for the many acts of kindness
and support shown following the loss of a most dear
husband and father, Les.

St Mary’s will be holding a new form of service of

'Praise & Worship' led by our new Praise & Worship Group
drawn from our own and neighbouring churches and
including singers, keyboard, drums, guitars, tambourines,
string instruments etc. on Sunday May 28th at 6.pm,
preceded by light refreshments at 5.30pm. Come and enjoy
all welcome.

For Sale

PLEASE REMEMBER
Copy deadline is 20th of
the previous month.
Get your events & news
to us early to avoid
disappointment
THIS INCLUDES
ADVERTISEMENTS
Leave your contributions
& announcements at the
Corner Shop or email
overtonoracle@gmail.com

Your Oracle Team Chairman & Advertising
David Burton; Treasurer
Rob Netzband–Piggott;
Distribution Cynthia
Davies; Charlotte Clarke,
Euan Stevenson, Sean
Clarke & Gwynneth
Austin
Editor - Jill Burton.
Tel 710631 or e-mail
overtonoracle@gmail.com

All articles & advertisements in the Overton Oracle are published in good faith & without prejudice. Space constraints mean that
submitted articles may be edited or not published. Please be mindful that personal details submitted will be available on the internet.

The Overton Oracle is printed and supported by “Business Print & Design” Wrexham. Tel. No. 01978 664726
e-mail: info@bpandd.co.uk

The Oracle is delivered FREE to more than 650 homes in the Overton Area. Our thanks go the volunteer distributors who make
sure you receive your copy each month. We operate a postal service for our long distance readers, and we are also on the Web.
www.overtonoracle.com You can also e-mail us at overtonoracle@gmail.com
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