
Volume 19  Issue 6                                                                                  June 2017 
               Overton’s Free Newspaper - delivered to every household monthly

Summer Bingo 
St Mary’s Church Summer Bingo 
on Friday June 2nd at the Village 
Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm eyes 
down. Light refreshments available 
and prize draw. 
………………………………………. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to John McCusker 
on being elected Wrexham CB 
Councillor for Overton Ward.  
He writes - 
“Hello, I am the new Councillor for 
Overton and would very much like 
to thank everyone who put their 
trust in me. I have only been in 
post a matter of weeks and have 
numerous courses to attend so it 
is a very sharp learning curve. I 
fully intend to visit everyone soon 
and I will keep you informed of 
ongoing issues via the Oracle.  
Many thanks once again.” 

Councillor John McCusker 
………………………………….…… 

Come & support your local 
newspaper The Overton Oracle 
AGM is on Tuesday June 27th 
7.30pm at the White Horse. All 
welcome. 

See it first here in the Oracle !
We reveal the front cover of ‘Wolf Man’! The first ever 
book to be launched at Overton Village Fete. Local 
author (David) Mendus Harris will be launching his 
latest book at the Village Fete on the 24th June.  
‘Wolf Man’ is the sequel to ‘Dead Man's Gold’ and the 
long awaited second book in the Lomax African Gold 
mining series. David will be signing books in the local 
author’s tent where you can chat to him about his 
inspiration and his work. 

Time to vote - again 
Thursday June 8th 2017 is the 
General Election. Voting for the 
election of the Member of 
Parliament for the constituency of 
Clwyd South will take place in the 
Parish Room, Penyllan Street, 
Overton and is open 7.00am till 
10.00pm.

Overton Fete 
 Saturday 24th June 2017

1.00pm until 5.00pm
Highlights include a Parade to celebrate the Play Centre’s 50th 

Anniversary, a Fun Dog Show, a wide variety of stalls 
showcasing local businesses and their fantastic array of 
products including a selection of beers from local micro-
breweries as well as a raffle draw with spectacular prizes!

Come and support our village organisations & businesses

  Coffee Mornings 
St. Mary's Church 
summer coffee mornings 
will run every 
Wednesday in the church 
from 10.30am, through 

June, July and August. Please 
come along for a coffee and a 
chat on Wednesday mornings. 

Spring Cleaning the Village 
On Overton’s Community Tidy-
up day on May 20th 12 adults and 
2 children braved the elements on 
a very wet Saturday morning to 
garden and litter-pick and garden 
around the village. The cenotaph 
was weeded, leaves were swept 
from under the chestnut trees on 
High Street and the planters 
outside the village hall were 

tidied as was the little garden outside the library. There were enough 
willing litter pickers to collect rubbish from the pavements on half a 
dozen streets in the Village but if the weather had been fine, the turnout 
would have been better and we could 
have done more.  
Thank you to Shane Hughes from 
Keep Wales Tidy who always turns 
up at these events with litter picking 
tools and rubbish bags, rain or shine. 
And thank you to all the volunteers 
who got soaked; the delicious 
homemade cakes served afterwards 
were well deserved.         Pene Coles 



Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com �2

Overton Cricket Club Fixture List 
 

Matches commence at 1.00pm 
June  3rd      No game
June  10th    Oswestry 3             Home
June  17th    Wroxeter Grove 3   Away
June  24th    Coton Hall              Home              

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Ramblings from the 
Reverend 

By the time you read this letter we will 
have celebrated the Feast of the 
Ascension.  I don’t know how many 
will have been in church but my guess is that it won’t 
be many. To begin with it’s on a Thursday. But an even 
greater problem is that the world view it represents 
presents problems for us today. The ascension after all 
recalls Jesus going upwards into heaven. This came 
from a time when people thought that the world was 
flat and that heaven was directly above the earth and 
that reaching it meant going up. But we now live in a 
world where people go ‘up’ every day, up above the 
clouds - and more rarely up above the stratosphere into 
space - and we all know that heaven is not found 
spatially above the earth.  
But think for a minute. If you meet someone who 
started work on the ground floor and worked himself 
up to be a director of the company, you might 
congratulate him saying ‘You have gone up in the 
world’. To which he might reply with a grin, ‘No, my 
office is still on the ground floor’. And you laugh 
together because you both know that a higher position 
in an organization has nothing to do with your height 
above sea level. 
So let’s take the same attitude towards the ascension of 
Jesus into heaven. Jesus could have used it to show his 
disciples that he was being given a new position of 
authority and there would be no problem for him to 
appear to be rising upwards into heaven. How then 
should we think of heaven if we no longer have the 
same world view as those early Christians? The nature 
of the afterlife is constant, but we have to express what 
we mean by heaven, in words which mean something 
to people today. 
We may be called to explain ourselves in terms 
borrowed from the theory of relativity. Einstein said 
that there are three dimensions of space and one of 
time, but we are now told that we may have to think of 
at least eleven dimensions if we are to describe the way 
that gravity works. And so many Christians now see, 
now think of the afterlife as existing in another 
dimension. A dimension where time no longer exists 
and where we live continually in the presence of God 
and with those we love. 
With every blessing,
David

Country Beat 
……………………………………..……
by PCSO Lynne Maurice  
For community information that I am sure 
you are all aware of, and may have 
already experienced, we have recently had reports in 
the area of scam telephone calls to elderly residents 
pretending to be from the tax and revenue offices. 
They inform people that they owe money and if it’s not 
paid they could go to prison. Apparently they are very 
professional and demanding.    
Please do not at any time give any bank or card 
details to anyone over the phone. If you feel you need 
to ring your bank, building society or whoever, to 
check your account, please use a different phone (e.g. 
a mobile one etc), not the same one they rang you on 
as scammers have a technique where they don’t 
actually put the phone down. So when you ring them 
back to check they are who they say they are, you get 
straight back to the scammer and not the bank who 
you think you’re ringing. These scams and lots of 
similar ones are very active these days and if only one 
person falls into their trap, it’s a good days work for 
them. So stay vigilant and don’t be that one person 
who makes their day - and stay safe. 
If you do become a victim of any type of cybercrime 
you can contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 for 
advice and assistance in these matters.
Regards 
Lynne 
Lynne Maurice   PCSO  0151 / SCCH  0151 
North Wales Police / Heddlu Goggledd Cymru 
Overton Police Station / Gorsaf Heddlu Owrtyn 
Phone / Ffon:  dd. 01978 348425 / extn. 48425 
Mobile / Symudol: 07854 352 815 

Sunflower Growing Competition 
The Community Gardeners invite everyone to 

enter a Sunflower Growing Competition. The 
competition is open to all age groups and all 
you will need is a suitable plant pot and some 

soil or compost, Seeds will be provided free 
and can be collected from Evan's the village 
butchers or the Corner Shop. For further 

information contact Pene Coles on 710598.

Summer Fun – Come and Join Us! 
The PTA is very excited to announce that we are 
organising a fete at school. The St Mary's Big Fete is 
being held on Saturday the 15th of July, starting at 2 
o'clock and will run till 9 pm. Come and join us for 
some tea and cake, or perhaps a nice glass of Pimms, 
or come for dinner and join us for a fabulous BBQ. The 
St Mary's choir will also be performing at 6 o'clock; well 
worth listening to. The bar is open from 5 onwards, and 
there is a disco for the children from 7 till 9. There will 
be a wide variety of things to see and do, from a Tae 
Kwondo demonstration to biscuit decorating, face 
painting to bingo sessions and much, much more! This 
will be our biggest fundraiser of the year, and all 
money raised will benefit the children at St Mary's 
school. We hope you can join us!  

St Mary’s School PTA 

http://overtonoracle.com
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Playgroup News 
Mud Pie Anyone? Our children can now perfect their 
pie making skills in our fabulous new Mud Kitchen, built 
by Overton-based Wildbanks Conservation who kindly 

offered to build one 
especially for us 
free of charge! The 
h a n d - c r a f t e d 
kitchen is made 
from local planked 
Alder and has all 
the mod cons of a 
modern kitchen, 

even real taps! The children love slopping the mud into 
cake tins and popping them in the oven and it’s really a 
pleasure watching good old fashioned play at its best 
and most simple! 
Mick and Clare and the team at Wildbanks assist 
schools with improving their grounds for outdoor 
learning and creative play, from building outdoor 
classrooms and nature trails to contributing to match 
funding. This year they are celebrating 10 years of 
trading and are offering a free mud kitchen as match 
funding for any school that has a project in mind and 
some funds to put towards it. 
The children have 
a l s o h a d m u c h 
excitement as 9 of 
o u r d u c k e g g s 
successfully hatched. 
They had a lovely 
time at the playgroup 
being well looked 
after by the children 
and had much fun 
paddling in the water. 
But their time with us was brief, we did not have 
enough space for 9 large ducklings, so they have gone 
to Home Farm to live. Thank you once again to Home 
Farm for the eggs.  
Thank you to Sue Glover for asking us again to do the 
food on the Friday night at the Blues Festival. We 
served pizzas, which were popular and we made £100 
approx. It was lovely to be asked and a fun time was 
had during the evening.  
Our AGM is at the White Horse on the 6th June at 
7.30pm. Attendance is required because we are a 
charity, therefore we need a quorum of 30% of the 
parents who use us to comply with our constitution. It is 
a formal, structured meeting and is sharp and to the 
point so we aim to take as little of your time as 
possible. We are in need of any unwanted TEDDY 
BEARS again please, as these are required for the 
Overton Summer Fete.  
Finally, our massive 50th Anniversary Ball is upon us. 
July 1st. This is going to be a wonderful evening to 
highlight what the playgroup has achieved over the 
years. It is also an opportunity to wish Margaret 
Davies, the Playgroup’s manager of 15 years, a 
farewell as she is embarking on new opportunities in 
the early Autumn. The Ball is a huge event for the 
Playgroup, and the evening includes a welcome drink, 
3 course meal, live entertainment, a FREE casino, 
Grand Prize Draw and a Disco. Tickets cost £35 and 
are available from the Playcentre, 01978 710688. 

A Message from Marchwiel  
Gertie Osborne would like to say "THANK YOU" to 
everyone who sent their best wishes on the occasion 
of her 105th birthday in April. Gertie, formerly of 
Parkside, has given in to her age and now lives with 
her daughter and son-in-law in Marchwiel. 
All the cards and messages arrived safely for her 
special day including the card from the Queen. 
Nothing went astray, thanks to Pat of Parkside, the 
Royal Mail 
and o ther 
d e l i v e r y 
services. 

Gertie with 
her birthday 
cards and at 
the centre, 
one from the 
Queen 

Crazy Condover 
Year 6 at St Mary’s School have just come back from 
an amazing, once in a lifetime residential trip to 
Condover Hall, where we had the best time ever and 
did loads of incredible activities over 5 days. Some of 
Yr 6’s favourite activities included: Aerial Trek, a 
thrilling experience for adventure loving people; 
Laser Conquest, 
a chance to show 
off your aim; oh 
and we couldn’t 
f o r g e t t h e 
Sensory Trail , 
where everyone 
was blindfolded 
and led on a trip 
t o m u d d y 
heaven! Our last 
n i g h t w a s 
amazing because we had a silent disco. WOW, it was 
great fun!  
Condover Hall is a beautiful Elizabethan building set 
in beautiful countryside. It is owned by activity 
company JCA who provide a wealth of adventurous 
activities. Accommodation and catering are excellent.  
Josh was impressed: “The food there was amazing 
and it was a joy to eat.”  
Everyone tried all the activities and many people 
conquered their fears. Ella told the class, “I have 
come back as proud as punch as I have conquered 
some of my fears.”  Lauren summed up the benefits of 
the experience: “The benefit was gaining belief in 
myself that I can use in future aspects of my life.  It 
doesn’t just end at Condover but starts a new journey 
too.” As we ready ourselves for moving to High 
School this experience was perfectly timed. 

by roving reporters Finley Hayward, Ella 
Williams, Max Farnworth and Joshua Williams.  

Editor-in-Chief, Zoe Mitchell 
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Who was William Taylor? 
There is one name on Overton War Memorial that we are not sure about, and that is William Taylor. One of the 
problems is that according to the records of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 986 men named 
William Taylor were killed during the First World War. None of them have a ‘next of kin’ in the Overton area. The 
only Taylor family in Overton on the 1911 census was Allen Taylor and his wife Mary Jane. He was a watchmaker 
and she was a confectioner and they lived and worked where the present Overton Antiques is now, but the 
census also records that they had never had any children. Allen came from Norbury in Cheshire but none of his 
brothers were called William. 
When Alan Jones did the original research on the names on Overton’s War Memorial some 20 years ago he 
thought that our William was in the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry. But that William is buried in a War Grave in 
Baschurch churchyard, after dying of a leg wound (received at Ypres) at the Baschurch Surgical Hospital run by 
Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt, later to be moved to Gobowen and to become the Orthopaedic Hospital. He was 
the son of Thomas Taylor of London and no connection to Overton can be found. 
So if you know who our William Taylor was, please get in touch. But after World War I when local names of the 
fallen from Overton were collected, William Taylor was important to someone in this village, and therefore every 
Remembrance Sunday his name is read out, and he is recorded on Overton War Memorial.  

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Heather Jones 
on completing the 2017 Virgin 
London Marathon in April, and for 
raising a wonderful amount of 
money for MIND - The Mental 
Health Charity.

Grass cutting and dogs! 
I went for a walk around Overton recently with two 
members of the Community Gardening Group and two 
representatives from Wrexham Council. We were 
looking at the grassed areas in the village for which 
WCBC is responsible.
We noticed one patch that had not been cut during the 
last visit from the WCBC mowers. This was due to the 
fact that dog poo had been left there!
WCBC workers are advised not to cut grass on which 
dog poo has been left. Dog owners please take note.

Pene Coles

Poppy 
Appeal 
Collectors 
Wanted 

Many of Overton British Legion’s Poppy Appeal 
Collectors are getting on in years  and some have got 
to the stage of calling it a day. So Overton’s Poppy 
Appeal Organiser, Colin Bamber, is asking for 
volunteers to fill in the gaps and do the door-to-door 
collections for the areas of the village that need filling.  
They are  
• Station Road from the cross to the 40mph sign,  
• Station Road from the 40 sign to Lightwood Green  
• and part of Lightwood Green.  

The Poppy Appeal collection takes place between late 
October and November 10th each year and that is your 
only time commitment. We generally have a good 
response and it’s important for us to continue 
collecting! If you are interested and are over 21 please 
contact Colin on 710612.

News from the Village Hall 
First thank you to Mrs Betty 
Williams for the kind donation to the 
Village Hall to buy a lovely new 
clock, now fitted in the Parish Room. 
The money came from the continued 
sale of her book, jointly written with 
Brian Done, “Overton in Times Past - A Brief History”.  
Thanks to all who contributed to the recent success of 
the Annual Blues and Real Ale Festival held in the Hall 
on the 5th & 6th May. Special thanks to Overton 
Playgroup for their Pizza specials on Friday Night and 
to the Twinning Association for providing afternoon tea 
and home-made cakes.  Also thanks to the Cricket Club 
and wives and to Overton Butchers shop for their 
pulled pork baps on the Saturday. Plus thanks to our 
local sponsors for their advertising and The Corner 
Shop for selling the tickets. 
The White Horse and the Chippy also did a brisk 
business. 
It isn't possible to put on an event of this scale without 
the skill of the lads from the Blues Club in their 
excellent choice of Bands and the team of volunteer 
helpers who worked hard all weekend and were there 
to tidy up on Sunday.  Members of the Village Hall  
Management Committee played their roles which 
varied from choosing the ales for sale to driving the 
courtesy bus to out-of-village camp sites, to selling 
raffle tickets and making sure the toilets were kept well 
stocked with loo-rolls. Thanks to all. 
Tony Shaw, our caretaker, has recently undergone 
major surgery and thankfully is on the mend - our best 
wishes go to him for a speedy recovery. 
We now have a wonderful wooden gazebo in the 
garden of the Village Hall constructed by Rob 
Lawrenson funded in part from last years festival. 
We have been chosen to host two BLOOD 
DONATION sessions this year.  The first is on August 
23rd and again on December 28th.  
PS we are still trying to recruit a TREASURER !!!!!!  

http://overtonoracle.com
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Overton Royal British Legion 
100 Club  

 Results of the “100 Club” draw for May 2017.  
99 members entered and the draw was made at the 
White Horse on the 10th May by Rev David Child. 
Winners - 
   1st Prize  £198.00  No 6  Peter Rosselli 
   2nd Prize £99.00    No 71  Margaret Meyer 
   3rd Prize  £49.50    No 22  Howard Jones 
   Legion Fund: £148.50  

Next Draw: Wed. June 14th  
Many thanks to everyone who has joined the Overton 
RBL "100 Club” and helped us reach our target of 100 
Members and boost the much needed funds of The 
Royal British Legion. Membership is now closed; a 
waiting list will be implemented on a first come first 
served basis.     

 DAVE  AUSTIN: TEL- 01978 710678. 

Overton Lunch Club 
is on Wednesday June 14th at 
12.30pm at the White Horse. The 
menu will be Pork loin in gravy, roast 
potatoes and veg followed by white 
chocolate, mascarpone and 
raspberry cheesecake, all for 
£6.25.  

Murder in the Village Hall 
The Overton Am Drams have finally cracked how to get a good review - by writing the Overton Oracle and its 
theatre critic into the script! But for this particular production it was not necessary. For 2 evenings the Village Hall 
was filled with laughter created by a comedy of chaos. The play 
“The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild 
Dramatic Society’s production of Macbeth” tells the story of the 
Farndale ladies who have entered a drama festival, but 
unfortunately everything that could possibly go wrong does.  
Ably directed by Sue Miller, the enthusiastic cast multi-tasked 

and multi-charactered, members 
of the cast playing three and 
sometimes four roles. Alison 
Grant Ryder as Madam Chairman 
opened the p lay f rom the 
audience, the ‘caretaker' (Richard 
Done) leapt enthusiastically into 
drag as Lady Macbeth, the 3 witches - Ruth Overthrow, Sarah-Jane Hellingman 
and Cindy Myers, rotated costumes and props at speed, Sue England was the 
actress with little voice and a hilarious ghost, and Joanne Kember held it all 
t o g e t h e r a s 
Macbeth. That is 

not to forget Stephen Sorfleet as the harassed 
producer, and Mike Done as a ‘Peach’ of a 
cross-dressing adjudicator. The excellent set 
actually reversed itself and props abounded 
from wheelchairs, daggers aplenty to a seagull.  
Altogether we enjoyed a great evening’s 
entertainment and the Am Drams must be 
congratulated. 
However the great Bard may still be spinning in 
his grave. 
More colour photos of the production are 
available on the Oracle website Gallery

http://overtonoracle.com
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Keep them safe in the car 
A reminder to parents and grandparents about the 
current rules for children travelling in vehicles. 
Both the RoSPA and the Gov.uk web sites draw your 
attention to the continued need for children to use 
child car seats or booster seats until they reach the age 

of 12 years or 135 cms in height 
(4ft 5ins). They must be rear-
facing until a child is over 15 
months old. 
There is also a reminder to de-
activate front passenger seat air 
bags when fitting a rear facing 
baby carrier seat.

Overton WI outing 
The ladies of Overton WI recently enjoyed an 
excellent outing to Wollerton Old Hall gardens, near 
Hodnet.           Photo in colour on Oracle website Gallery

More photos from St Mary’s School visit to Condover

Adverts are not included 
in the on-line archived edition of the Oracle. 

This is because the archive of the Oracle is 
available on-line going back many years  

and the adverts and contact details  
would be out of date.

http://overtonoracle.com
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What’s On 
June Diary for St Mary’s Services          
Sunday June 4th     10.00am Family Village Praise 
Wednesday June 7th  7.30pm Evening Prayer      
Sunday June 11th  11.30am Holy Communion  
                              3.00pm Messy Church in the Scout Hut                                           
Sunday June 18th 10.00am Family Communion 
Sunday June 25th 11.30am Holy Communion  

     6.00pm Praise and Worship - Marchwiel 

June Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel           
Sunday June 4th     6.30pm Mrs Karen Turley-Rose 
Sunday June 11th     6.30pm Rev Richard Sharples  
Sunday June 18th     6.30pm  Holy Communion Rev Phil Poole 
Sunday June 25th   11.00am All Age Worship Mr M. Woodhall 
Every Saturday 10.30am-12 noon Weekly  
 Coffee Mornings at the Methodist Chapel  

Every Wednesday 10.30am-12 noon Weekly  
 Coffee Mornings at St Mary’s Church, Overton 
Thursday June 1st 10.30am - 2.30pm Rainbow Centre  
 Lunch & Learn - ‘Principles of Colour and  
 Expressive Colour ’ with Christine Matthews. 
Friday June 2nd 7.30pm St Marys Church Summer Bingo  
 Night at the Village Hall 

Tuesday June 6th 7.30pm Overton Playcentre AGM to be  
 held at the White Horse Overton.  

Thursday June 8th 7.00am - 10.00pm Election of member  
 of Parliament for the constituency of Clwyd South, in  
 the Parish Room.  
Thursday June 8th  7.30pm Erbistock WI at Erbistock 
 Village Hall. Speaker: Gill Britten on “Spinning” 
Tuesday June 13th 7.30pm Overton Community Council 
 meeting in the Parish Room. Members of the public 
 wishing to speak 7.20pm-7.30pm.  
Wednesday June 14th 10.30am Overton British Legion  
 meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome.  
Wednesday June 14th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club at the 
 White Horse. Booking essential 
Thursday June 15th 7.30pm Overton WI meeting in the 
 Chapel Schoolroom. Speaker: Jane Stephenson on  
 “Bargain Hunt and Beyond”. Competition - A Bargain 
  Buy 
Saturday June 17th 11am-3pm Maelor Belles WI Table Top  
 Sale at the Rainbow Centre Penley. All welcome. 
Saturday June 24th 1.00pm - 5pm Overton Village Fete 

Tuesday June 27th 7.30pm The Overton Oracle AGM in the 
  White Horse. All welcome. 
Saturday July 1st 7.00pm-1.00am Summer Ball Celebrating  
 50 years of Overton Playgroup at the Brow. 

Family Announcements 
Congratulations on the engagement of Emma 
Dimelow of Llangoed, Overton to Richard Kirtley, 
love Barbara, Stuart, Rachel and Joanna.  
Happy June Birthdays to Marlene Williams, 
Katharine Crockford, Jill Burton, Sandra Jones, 
Ken Roberts, Andrew Brookfield, Graham 
Manley, Colin Bamber, Nicole Netzband-
Piggott, Bob Davies, Andy Myers, Rosie Myers, 
Stephen Perrin, Tracy and Kayleigh Leech, Ron 
Towers, Claire Hellingman, Brenda Lewis, Matthew 
Tombs and Kate Best. 
Sincere condolences to family and friends of Bernice 
(Bern) Platt who passed away recently. 
Sincere condolences to family and friends of Joy 
Jones, widow of the late Rector Peter Jones, who 
passed away recently. 

Comedy Night 
Saturday July 8th 7.30pm 

in the Village Hall 
starring “Silky”, Aidan Goatley  

                      & Guests 
Comedy at its best.                  Full Bar  

Tickets only £10 available from the Corner 
Shop, Recreational Club or John 710875 

All ticket profits to the fund for Daisy Haynes 

For Sale 

Your Oracle Team - 
Chairman & Advertising 
David Burton;  Treasurer 
Rob Netzband–Piggott; 
Dis tr ibut ion Cynthia 
Davies; Charlotte Clarke, 
Euan Stevenson, Sean 
C l a r k e & G w y n n e t h 
Austin 

Editor - Jill Burton. 
Tel 710631 or e-mail 

overtonoracle@gmail.com 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

Copy deadline is 20th of 
the previous month.  

Get your events & news 
to us early to avoid 

disappointment  
THIS INCLUDES  

ADVERTISEMENTS   

Leave your contributions 
& announcements at the 

Corner Shop or email 
overtonoracle@gmail.com

Wanted 
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e-mail: info@bpandd.co.uk                 

The Oracle is delivered FREE to more than 650 homes in the Overton Area. Our thanks go the volunteer distributors who make 
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All articles & advertisements in the Overton Oracle are published in good faith & without prejudice. Space constraints mean that 
submitted articles may be edited or not published. Please be mindful that personal details submitted will be available on the internet.
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