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The Queen’s 90th
Birthday Afternoon
Tea Party

Coffee on Wednesdays
St. Mary's Church
summer coffee
mornings will run every
Wednesday in the
church at 10.30am
through June, July and August.

!

The objective is to raise money
for Nightingale House. We again
request the help of the good
people of Overton. Please come
along for a coffee and a chat on
Wednesday mornings, in the
knowledge that donations given
for coffee and biscuits will be
going to Nightingale House.

Quiz Night
The White Horse’s June
charity quiz night will be
on Thursday June 2nd at 8pm in
aid of Macmillan Nurses, to add
to the money raised by Sarah
Morrilly's at her recently
completed Chester ½ marathon. !
Chinese Buffet available from
5.30pm, prepared by new Chef
Ken H; £6.95. Book a table on
01978 710111!

!

On Sunday June 12th 2016, the
Mall in St James’s Park will be transformed for its largest ever street
party to celebrate The Queen’s patronage of over 600 charities and
organisations on the occasion of her official 90th birthday, the climax to
a weekend of celebrations.
The Queen is patron of the Royal British Legion and the Overton branch
will be holding a registered event, a traditional tea party at 3.30pm in
the Scout Hut. Everyone is welcome but spaces are limited to 60 places;
tickets are £5 or £2 for children and are available from members of the
Legion or contact Jean Williams on 710423.

Overton W.I. Celebrates

Members of Overton W.I. celebrated the
Queen's 90th Birthday with birthday cake
and bubbly at their meeting in the Parish
Room......as it said on the cake,which was
made by Rona Williams,
"Happy 90th Birthday Ma'am" !

………………………….…….!

Referendum

will be held on Thursday 23 June
2016 to decide on the question
“Should the United Kingdom
remain a member of the
European Union or leave the
European Union?”
Overton’s Polling Station is at The
Parish Room, Penyllan St,
7.00am to 10.00pm.

………………………….…….!

Garden Fete in aid of

Overton Methodist Church
at Holly Cottage, Knolton
Bryn on Saturday July
2nd at 2.00pm
Stalls, Skittles & Tombola.
Tickets £1 including
refreshments or pay at the gate.
ALL WELCOME

!

MAIN ARENA with
Fun dog show
sponsored by Olympic
Caravan Services,
enter on day.
Circus Workshop.
Join Line Dance with
Geoff Langford.
Newfoundland Dog
Display Team
All on the Playing Field

REFRESHMENTS
Teas & home made
cakes, Bar, BBQ food,
Ice cream
GRAND PRIZE DRAW

Saturday
25th June
2pm to 5pm

ATTRACTIONS
Fair rides
Stalls
Vintage Cars
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Ramblings from the
Reverend

!

by Rev’d Canon David Child
I wrote this little story and told it to the children in school in
one of my assemblies last month. See what you think about
it.
There was this football team (And no it’s not about
Wrexham!). They were at the foot of their division. Their
players were inexperienced, they failed to gel as a team,
their passing was poor, they let in too many goals and their
strikers couldn’t find the net.

Congratulations

!

Congratulations to Enid Rolfe who is seen receiving
flowers and champagne from the Chief Executive
Officer of Rowlands, Kenny Black, to celebrate her 55
years with Rowlands at the Overton Pharmacy, the
company’s longest serving member of staff. The
presentations were made at the company’s Excellence
Awards held at St Georges Hall, Liverpool and Enid is
pictured with the Overton team.

!

Their owner wondered what he could do. He could sack the
whole team and start from scratch. But he was fond of his
players and he didn’t want to do that. So in the end he
persuaded a player from a premier league side to come and
be their player manager.

!

He was an inspiration. He started by getting to know each
member of the team – their weaknesses and their strengths.
Then he began to weld them into a team. He taught them
everything he’d learnt through his professional career. They
practiced their passing, they practiced their set pieces and
they practiced defending set pieces over and over again.
Their strikers practiced shooting and penalty taking and their
goal keepers practiced shot stopping. Then they went on a
team bonding exercise and the player manager got a sport
psychologist to advise them. Then slowly they began to win
matches. And then again slowly started to climb up the table
and so by the end of the season they got into the play offs.

!

But in the play off semi- final something dreadful happened.
It was nil – nil and then in added time the player manager
put himself on as a substitute. Their goal keeper made a
brilliant save, kicked long and high to the feet of the player
manager and from then it was route one, slam in the back of
the net. But just as he made that kick, a defender made a
dirty challenge and broke the player manager’s leg in two
pieces. He was carried off the pitch and would never play
again.
How would the team manage in the final? People thought
they’d simply cave in without him. But no, the fans need not
to have worried, with the manager in the dugout his leg in
plaster; his spirit motivated each player and drove the team
on to even greater heights.

!

So what’s this story about –well it’s about a football team
but it’s also about something else.
Some of the children realised what it was. Do you?
If not ask me when you see me walking in the village.

!

By the way we’re starting a monthly Evening Praise Service
on Weds June 1st 7.30 pm for our regular congregation and
particularly for those who find it difficult to attend on
Sundays. All are welcome!
With every blessing
David

!

Hanging Baskets

An idea that has been raised by a member of the
Community Gardening Group is a Hanging Basket
Competition, £5 per entry and all profits to be donated
to the winner's chosen local charity. Please contact
Pene Coles 710598 or lucylou.roberts@aol.com if you
are interested in this competition.
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

!

Bangor University Civil Society Research
Researchers from the Wales Institute of Social &
Economic Research, Data & Methods (WISERD) based
at Bangor University are in Overton at the moment
studying participation in community life.
The research is part of a larger project across Wales
examining `Civil Society`. Research has already
identified that patterns of participation and association
in Wales are changing but it is uncertain how these
changes are affecting communities and the people in
them. The aim of the Bangor team’s research is to
explore patterns of growth and decline, what this might
mean for people in local areas, and across Wales as a
whole.
The researchers have spent the past year looking at
civil participation in the village of Rhosllanerchrugog but
are now focusing on Overton as a geographically close
but contrasting community. Over the coming months
they would like to find out more about how people
associate and participate in community life in Overton
through a mixture of surveys, observations and in-depth
interviews with key individuals.
If you are interested in taking part in the research or
have any questions, you can contact David Dallimore –
d.j.dallimore@bangor.ac.uk. or for website at
www.wiserd.ac.uk/research/civil-society

Overton Amblers
For information about the newly formed Overton
Amblers and details of forthcoming walks, please
contact Pene Coles on 710598 or
penecoles49@gmail.com
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Protect and preserve
our village

!Following on from the

WCBC consultation on
the Local Development Plan, it was felt that there is
an important need to protect and preserve Overton
as a village.

!The Community Council and a number of residents

are interested in forming an association dedicated to
this purpose and if you are interested and would like
to participate, please contact the Clerk
on 01978 710055 or occ.clerk@btinternet.com

Family Barn Dance
on Saturday 18th June
In Overton Village Hall
from 6.30pm – 11.30pm

!

Country Vibe Disco
with Party Classics later into
the evening, Food, Games and Licensed Bar.
St Mary’s School Fundraiser organised by Year 6.
Everyone welcome - please see village posters for
ticket purchase information

Opening of Cup’n’saucer

Karen Pinder and the staff of the ‘Cup’n’saucer’
welcome everyone to Overton’s newest cafe
focussing on serving breakfasts, light lunches,
salads, panini's, afternoon tea, cakes and cream
indulgence.

!

The cafe boasts redecoration, new furniture,
crockery and equipment.
Mick and Karen are very keen to work closely with
some of the finest local suppliers and will proudly
showcase the suppliers products.

!

Overton Cricket Fixtures in June
4th - Allscott 3 - Away
11th - Bridgnorth 3 - Away
18th - Quayside - Home
25th - Hinstock - Away
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

!!
!
!
!
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This month’s contributions are from
Bryn Harris and Caitlin Baker
This month’s Film review is Kung Fu Panda 3
Kung Fu panda 3 is where Po the panda finds his father. But
there is the threat of a bull named Kai who was banished to
the spirit world but manages to escape
by stealing all the master’s chis and
becoming the most deadly of all
warriors in China. What will Po and the
fearsome 5 do to stop this evil warrior
that threatens the world’s existence?
Po goes to stay at a secret panda
village with pandas that he thinks will
teach him the art of chi to fight the
dreaded Kai. But is he wrong? Kung Fu Panda 3 is the best
out of the three movies. I would highly recommend it to all
of you kids that are interested.

!

That special day is coming up on Sunday June 19th
when Dad gets spoilt for the day! Here are a few ideas
to make your dad feel special: make him a nice and
warm cup of tea or coffee; clean the kitchen and maybe
set the table nicely just in time for a Fathers Day
breakfast (that is what I will be doing for my dad on
Fathers Day this year). Fathers Day is celebrated in
many countries in particular Canada, the USA and of
course the UK. Fathers Day originates from America in
the 20th century.
One of my dad's favourite things to eat are rock cakes they are quite easy to make as I have made them in
school before - but if you are little you will need help
from an adult. Here is the recipe:
200g/8oz- SR flour, 2 teaspoons of baking powder
100g/4oz margarine or butter, 50g/2oz sugar
1 egg, 1 tablespoon of milk
100g/4oz mixed dried fruit.
Preheat oven to 200c/ Fan180c/ Gas 6. Line
baking tray with parchment. Sieve flour & baking
powder into mixing bowl. Cut the margarine into smaller
pieces. Rub it into the flour using fingertips only until it
looks like breadcrumbs. Do not over rub. Stir in the
sugar and dried fruit. Beat the egg in a small bowl and
add to the mixture. Press firmly with a fork until a stiff
rocky consistency is formed. Place the mixture on the
baking tray in 12 rocky heaps. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes
until they are golden brown and firm to touch. Allow rock
cakes to cool before eating.

Messy Church in May was all about Pentecost. Canon

David explained how God’s Holy Spirit energized the
disciples with wind and fire and illustrated this with a
hair dryer warming a hanky and blowing paper-men cut
-outs out into the room. The activities were all related to
wind, including making paper aeroplanes and playing
parachute games outside in the field.
Please note June’s Messy Church will be held at St
Mary’s Church on Sunday June 12, outside weather
permitting. In view of the Queen’s Official Birthday the
children will be given the chance to sit in the chair the
Queen sat in when she visited Overton and to have their
photo taken by a parent.

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com
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Early Years go shopping

Children in Early Years at St Mary’s School have recently been
learning about fairy tales and have loved finding out about stories with
a 'twist'. We have loved the story 'Mr. Wolf's Pancakes' and decided that
we would use the book for our literacy and numeracy focus ~ Mr. Wolf
needed help to read his recipe book, write his list, count his pennies and
even to go to the shops and not one of his neighbours would help!
We decided to help Mr. Wolf
and made a shopping list from
a tally chart of our favourite
pancake toppings and set
about helping him shop at The Corner Shop in our beautiful High
Street. We had a great time; deciding (thankfully) that we didn't need
cat food or fly and wasp killer! Thank you for letting us disrupt your
shop and to Mrs. Lawrenson's Mum, Sue and Joshua's Nanny, Diane for
helping our little pack of wolves get to and from the shop safely.
The photos show morning and afternoon groups of nursery busy at the
shops helping Mr. Wolf.

Progress Report at St Mary’s Church

The project to build a toilet and kitchen in St Mary`s Church has moved a step closer with the granting of
planning permission by Wrexham Council.
In discussion with the Planning Department, our Architect produced a revised application where the disabled
toilet and baby changing facility, housed in an extension to the existing second entrance at the left of the main
door, will now be faced in sandstone to match the existing stonework and an oak door will match the main door.
Before building work can begin, grant applications must be made to the Big Lottery Heritage Fund and three
other charitable trusts. The grant rules stipulate that full planning and a costed plan must first be obtained, which
is where we are now.
However, a successful grant application depends on proving a Community need for the facilities proposed. It has
been shown that a church which involves the community, as St Mary`s does, and which invests in modern
facilities, will grow. St Mary`s is an ancient church and its yew trees are one of the Seven Wonders of Wales,
which bring many national and international visitors to the village. More importantly, it serves the community and
supports many organisations, in addition to St Mary`s
School.
We have the written support of a large number of
individuals in the village, and now need all of the
organisations and businesses in and around the village
to write to us to say that they support what we are
trying to achieve. Could any organisation or business
which would like to help, contact one of our small
committee below please. Contact details are especially
helpful.
The project will equip the building to provide the basic
amenities which should be provided in the twenty first
century, and enable the church to serve Overton in a
much more positive way.
We hope you can help the project to succeed.
Front view
Side view
David Child 710252 Ian Roberts 710504
Larger colour versions on www.overtonoracle.com
Euan Stevenson 710618 Keith Overthrow 710544

Dear Overton Oracle readers,!

Hello. I'm a volunteer with the Brymbo Heritage Trust. We are currently engaged in a 2-year project with
Heritage Lottery about current local cider and perry-making. I'd like to ask readers to contact me if they have any
information about the following.
Firstly, do they know of any cider-apple or perry-pear trees in the area? The Heritage Lottery fund will confirm
the strain using DNA analysis. They hope to be able to add to the collection of Welsh Heritage cider apple trees
at the Cider Museum, Hereford http://www.cidermuseum.co.uk/ and produce more Welsh heritage cider apple
trees from the parent plant. These are some of the trees we aim to grow in Brymbo.
Secondly, does anyone have any interesting stories to tell about modern-day cider or perry making? The
University of South Wales is recording stories for the museum; stories from the turn of the century until the 1970s
are plentiful but there are very few current stories. I can be contacted at georgina.gittins1@gmail.com
Many thanks, Georgina Gittins
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Gwernheylod in World War II
In the September 2015 Overton Oracle there was an enquiry
about Gwernheylod during World War II from an author who was
researching American forces in this area. The author has now
kindly come back to the Oracle with her findings.

!

For those who didn’t know, Gwernheylod was a large house built
c1600 that was to the north of Argoed Lane, described by Thomas
Pennant as ”the seat of Mr. Fletcher .… Few places command so
rich a view; and few have been more judicously improved. It
stands on the lofty brow that skirts the country. Beneath runs the
Dee”. One of family’s most prized possessions on show in the
house, were the keys of the city of Corunna, now on display in the Royal Welch Fusileers Museum in Caernafon
Castle. (see full story on http://www.peoplescollection.wales/items/8295)
We already knew that Gwernheylod was sold in 1938 to Major Hugh Peel, and that the Bryn y Pys and
Gwernheylod estates were then combined. The house itself remained unoccupied until it was requisitioned in
October 1939 for £250 a year for ‘"the quartering of soldiers”, From July 1940 it was occupied by soldiers of the
Royal Artillery, and it was during this period that one of the soldiers discovered in the house a valuable brooch
which resulted in a famous court case about who owned it and the term in law
being established of ‘Finders Keepers’. (see Overton Oracle September 2006,
available on Oracle Website Archive.)

!

By 1944 however the house and surrounding fields were occupied by the American
army, the 329th U.S. Infantry Regiment (part of the 83rd U.S. Infantry Division) and
they were there until at least 30th April 1944. Some time in May they must have
been moved to somewhere on the south coast and they landed on Omaha Beach
on 18th June - 12 days after D-Day. By August 1944 the US 930 Ship Hospital
Platoon and the 663 Ship Hospital Platoon were at Gwernheylod. They probably
consisted of units of medics that were helping out at the hospitals in the area while
awaiting assignment to hospital ships sailing between France and the U.K. The
Hospital Centre (Headquarters) was established at Gwernheylod Hall looking after
hospitals at Penley, Llanerch Panna, Halston Hall and Iscoyd Park but the HQ
subsequently moved to Whitchurch. (Photo left shows Medical staff at Halston
Hall)

!

By the end of the war Gwernheylod was occupied by Polish Officers. One lady,
Jolanta Lwak from San Diego, contacted the Oracle many years ago “In August
1946, I came as a child to Overton. At that time Polish Officers including my father,
were stationed at Gwernheylod. To me it seemed like a Castle and I have since wondered how it came to be so
used and who lives there now. I still remember the beautiful grounds and the large yew trees.”

!

It has been said that the requisitioning in WWII of the British Army and the Allies was responsible for the
destruction of far more British country houses than was the enemy. And such was the fate of Gwernheylod. It was
demolished in 1956.

Blues News
2nd

The
Overton Blues Roots & Real Ale Festival was a
resounding success. Fans had travelled from as far as
Newcastle, London and even Spain and Abu Dhabi to
listen to the superb acts that were appearing. A number
of the local groups helped with the Playgroup supplying
meals on Friday, the Cricket Club providing a hog roast
on Saturday and the Twinning Association baked a huge
assortment of cakes to go with tea & coffee. Real Ale
was served by the Village Hall Committee and the bar
was manned by the Recreational Club and all these
organisations made handsome profits. A big thank you
to Kev and Olwen at The White Horse for supplying a
‘Festival Special Menu’ throughout. Plans are already
being made for the next years event. Great feedback
received: “Must confess, I’d never heard of Overton on
Dee before but it’s a cracking festival in a beautiful
village near Wrexham, wonderfully organised by the
Overton people. Highly recommended”
email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

!The next event is that top American band Moreland &
More Blues

Arbuckle who will be returning to Overton on Friday
June 24th. This foot tapping, rocking trio have just
released a new cd on the prestigious Alligator label and
will be playing just 11 dates in the UK and Ireland and
Overton Village Hall will be the only one in Wales and
the North West. They then embark on a lengthy
European
tour. Tickets
at £15 will
be on sale
at
The
C o r n e r
Shop or by
ringing
01948
770215
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!Re letter in May edition, I am sorry that I didn't realise

Playcentre News

Dear Name and Address Supplied,!

!

that you would be collecting your dog poo bags from the
school fence on your way back home from your walks
because I realise now that not everyone likes to carry the
bags around as I do.
I am also sorry not to have mentioned that some dog
owners leave a mess on the path behind the school but I
have been trying to draw the Oracle readers’ attention to
the fact that there is a problem all over the village and
the situation is not improving. Dog owners still appear
to be leaving a mess somewhere on every footpath and
pavement. This is a disgrace and I would dearly love to
know how to stop this happening.
All you 'name and addresses supplied' out there, please
write in with some positive suggestions.
Best wishes from Pene Coles

Is it really June already, the end of term is just around
the corner! The Playcentre is looking amazing, and
both the staff and the children are continuously
working and playing very hard. Everybody has made
Rachel Harris feel welcome and she has settled into
her new job very well.
Two baby chicks have hatched and the children have
enjoyed watching them grow. We are now awaiting
baby ducklings to hatch; we have not had ducklings
before so this is very exciting!
Thank you to all who supported our April Nearly New
Sale, it was very successful, raising £600. This event
is twice a year and so we really do appreciate the
continued support that it receives. A big thank you to
all who helped with the running of the day, and to
M.Evans Butchers for the cake donations. But a Big
Special thank you goes to all the wonderful sellers
and buyers, without whom there would be no sale!
Look out in October for our next one! We also raised
£80 with our bags for school collection, thank you to
those who helped to achieve this too.
Up and coming this month is the Summer fete, we are
still seeking any unwanted Teddy Bears, who need a
new home! Please send them into the Playcentre as
we need plenty for our stall!

!

Looking ahead to July, we are planning on a
Sponsored Toddler Walk and having our annual
Teddy
Bear picnic to celebrate the start of the
Summer Holidays!
Sarah Evans

!

Village Gardening
The Overton Community Gardening Group will be
meeting at 8pm outside the Scout Hut on Thursday June
16th. They will take a walk around the village to look at
potential areas for Community Gardening and also to
inspect the areas already planted with flowers or
community vegetables.
New members will be made very welcome. For further
information please contact Pene Coles on 710598 or
penecoles49@gmail.com

Overton Royal British Legion
100 Club

!

Adverts are not included
in the on-line archived edition of the
Oracle.

!

This is because the archive of the Oracle
is available on-line going back many
years and the adverts and contact details
would be out of date

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Results of the “100 Club” draw for May.
75 members entered and the draw was made
at the Lunch Club by Kev at the White Horse.
Winners 1st Prize £150.00 No 48 Christine Robinson
2nd Prize £75.00 No 59 Barbara Holt
3rd Prize £37.50 No 28 Janet Davies
Legion Fund: £112.50
Congratulations.
Next Draw on June 8th
A number of membership places are still available.
If you wish to join please ring Dave Austin
Tel: 01978 710678
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What’s On

Family Announcements

………………………………………………………….! Congratulations to Rebecca Evans and Liam
Randell on their engagement, love Nana Gladys xx
June Diary for St Mary’s Services
!
Happy June Birthdays to Kev Ogden, Marlene
st
Wednesday June 1 7.30pm Evening Prayer
Williams, Katharine Crockford, Jill Burton, Sandra
Sunday June 5th 10.00am Family Village Praise
Sunday June 12th 11.30am Holy Communion
Jones, Jenny England, Ken Roberts, Andrew
3.00pm Messy Church at St Marys Church
Brookfield, Graham Manley, Colin Bamber, Olivia
Sunday June 19th 10.00am Family Communion
Phillips, Nicole Netzband-Piggott, Millie Davies,
Sunday June 26th 11.30am Holy Communion
Bob Davies, Andy Myers, Rosie Myers, Stephen
June Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel
Perrin, Tracy and Kayleigh Leech, Ron
Sunday June 5th 6.30pm Mr Ian Valentine
Towers, Claire Hellingman, Brenda
Sunday June 12th 6.30pm Mr Martin Woodhall
Lewis and Kate Best.
th
Sunday June 19 6.30pm Holy Communion Rev Phillip Poole
Happy birthday to Matthew Tombs,
Sunday June 26th 11am All Age Worship Mrs Meryl Thomas
love from Mum, Nathan and Poppy.
Every Saturday 10.30am-12 noon Weekly Coffee Mornings
Belated birthday wishes to Eileen Drysdale love
at the Methodist Chapel
William, Jackie, Matthew, Nathan and Poppy.
Every Wednesday from June 1st 10.30am St Mary’s Coffee

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Morning and Get-together in church to raise money
for Nightingale House. All welcome.

Wednesday June 1st 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club at the
White Horse. Booking required
Thursday June 2nd 8.00pm Charity Quiz Night in aid of
Macmillan Nurses at the White Horse
Thursday June 2nd Rainbow Centre Lunch & Learn ‘Do
Mono, Intaglio & Relief Printing’
Wednesday June 8th 10.30am Overton British Legion
meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome.

Overton Lunch Club

is on Wednesday June 1st at 12.30pm at the
White Horse. The menu will be bangers mash
and peas followed by treacle tart and
custard - all for £6.25. To book please ring
Gwynneth Austin on 01978 710672

For Sale

!

Thursday June 9th 7.30pm Erbistock WI meeting at
Erbistock Village Hall. Speaker Mr Keith Cotton on
‘Joyce’s Clocks’
Friday June 10th 7.15pm for 7.30pm Maelor Belles WI at the
Rainbow Centre, Penley. Open Meeting Quiz Night.
Sunday June 12th 3.30pm Queens 90th Afternoon Tea Party
in the Scout Hut
Tuesday June 14th 7.30pm Overton Community Council
meeting in the Parish Room. Members of the public
wishing to speak - 7.20pm-7.30pm
Thursday June 16th 8pm Overton Community Gardeners:
meet outside the Scout Hut
Thursday June 16th 7.30pm Overton WI meeting in the
Parish Room. Speaker: Norma Walmsley on “The
King and I”
Saturday June 18th 6.30pm -11.30pm St Mary’s School
fundraiser Barn Dance in the Village Hall
Sunday June 19th 2.00pm Overton Music Group in the
White Horse. Anyone who can play an instrument
will be made very welcome.
Thursday June 23rd 7.00am to 10.00pm EU Referendum.
Polling Station at the Parish Room
Sat & Sun June 18th & 19th 10am - 4pm Ellesmere
Food Festival at the Town Hall & Market Hall

Saturday June 25th 2pm to 5pm OVERTON FETE

!

Congratulations
Congratulations to 11 year old
Jacob Jones, pupil at St Mary’s
School Overton, on gaining his
black belt in tae kwondo.

!

He is pictured here with his
teacher Miss Fry.
PLEASE REMEMBER
Copy deadline 20th of
the previous month. Get
your events & news to us
early to avoid
disappointment
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Leave your
contributions, &
announcements at the
Corner Shop.
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