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Bus to the Brewery  
Kev and Olwen at The 
White Horse are 
organising a tour on 
Monday 8th February of 
Joules Brewery at Market 
Drayton, calling at the Castle 
Hotel, Wem afterwards. The cost 
is £10 each to cover the coach 
fare. Book your place with Kev at 
the White Horse by 30th January. 

The Overton Community 
Gardeners will be getting 
together to discuss projects for this 
year on Thursday 14th January at 
8pm in the White Horse. !

!
The Overton Music Group 
will be meeting on Sunday 17th 
January at 2pm in the White 
Horse . Anyone who can play an 
instrument no matter how 
proficient will be made very 
welcome. Please phone Pene 
Coles on 01978 710598 for more 
details 

St Mary’s School at Christmas 

Well done to all our pupils at both Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. 
Our Christmas performances are always very special events and I'm 
sure everybody who joined us would agree that this year was no 
exception. After many weeks of hard work and rehearsals, we were all 
treated to 2 magical productions that reminded us about the true 
meaning of Christmas. The children were so excited about performing 
and their enthusiasm and enjoyment was matched only by the quality of 
performance they gave - fabulous! Well 
done to our talented children for giving of 
their best, and thanks to all staff and 
helpers who worked so hard to enable the 
children to perform so successfully.The 
many positive comments about the 
performances was tremendous and the 
Christmas spirit was truly evident!  
As 2016 starts and we begin a New Year, I 
would like to thank everybody for the 
support they have provided and continue to 
provide to the school. 
                   Gary Wyn Jones Headteacher 

The next Drop-in 
date to meet OCC councillors 
is Saturday 6th February in 
the Village Hall, 10 - 11am. 

  The ever-popular Wine-
Tasting Evening  
run by the Twinning Association 

will be held on 
Saturday 17th 
February 
2016. Keep 
this date for 
your diary. 
Tickets will be 
on sale from 

Bethlehem at the Playcentre 
Our Christmas Show was a wonderful treat for 
parents, friends and families. The staff and 
children all worked so hard to put on something 
so special, I don’t think there was a dry eye in 
the house with a solo rendition of ‘Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town’ and then a real life baby 
‘Jesus’ accompanied by her big sisters as Mary, 
Joseph and Angel Gabriel!  
Happy New Year from the staff and committee 
at Overton Playcentre. More news on page ? 

First signs of Spring? 
But in this unusually warm winter these 
daffodils, and many more, were in bloom at the 
Overton Bowling Club - in mid December ! 
More village Xmas photos on the website

Happy New Year to all our Oracle Readers & Distributors



Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com �2

!
Happy New Year 
to everyone in Overton from Pene Coles 
(Chairman) on behalf of Overton Community 
Council. 
 

Photo right: Father Christmas’s little helpers  
(or the Playcentre Mums with Santa)

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Country Beat 
by PCSO Lynne Maurice  !
Could you be a Community Speed Watch 
Volunteer in your neighbourhood?  
One of the most popular subjects to be 
discussed in Neighbourhood Watch meetings is 
speeding. 
North Wales Police are now recruiting volunteers for 
the role of ‘Community Speed Watch Operator’. 
If you would like to help reduce speeding in your area 
and feel that you would be interested in this role please 
visit the North Wales Police Website  
www.north-wales.police.uk/  
and follow the link on the recruitment page  
www.north-wales.police.uk/recruitment/volunteers/
cu r ren t - vacanc ies / commun i t y - speed -wa tch -
operator.aspx  !!
Many thanks 
Lynne !!

Lynne Maurice PCSO  0151 North Wales Police  
Overton Police Station, Mobile 07854 352 815 

Phone 01978 348425 / extn. 48425 
email:  lynne.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 

Sunflower’s Santa Event  
The continuing noise 
of a police siren set 
off by excited kids 
stopped immediately 
when Santa’s arrival 
w a s a n n o u n c e d . 
Everybody gathered 
under the tent (in the 
heavy rain) and sang 
c a r o l s w h i l e w e 
waited, led by a 
bobbing Elf and my 
mad Mum.  

Santa arrived to a flourish of cheers in a decorated car 
with 2 motorbike escorts at the ready. The children 
were (in my opinion) over excited at the sudden 
appearance of Father Christmas in his sharp suit. For 
me it was quite hard to see Santa because of the busy 
jostle of the children surging towards him once 
everything was safe. Despite the miserable weather 
the event was very well organized and I’m sure 
everyone would agree with me a lot of fun.  
Mrs Latham who sponsored the event was there to 
hand out donations from Sunflowers, helping to build 
an inclusive community; Mr Wynn Jones from St 
Mary’s School received a cheque for £200 for 
Additional Needs; Rev’d David Child received a 
cheque for £100 for St Mary’s Church disabled toilet 
fund, as did Sarah Carpenter on behalf of Overton 
Playgroup for Additional Needs.   
It was nice to see a huge amount of people there 
despite the weather and miserable downfall of rain. All 
together the Sunflowers, the parent support group for 
families with Additional Needs, raised a grand total of 
over £700 more is to be counted so well done 
everyone for their handy contribution to the total thank 
you. 

by Bryn Harris (11yrs) 
PS. Mum says that Huge Thanks go to the Police, the 
Sponsors – Knolton Farmhouse Cheese, Santa and 
his team, all the local business’ that gave raffle prizes 
or supplied at cost, including Pen-y-lan Sausages and 
our local butcher who also stayed open especially for 
us, Eastwick Garden Centre for the Tree, Amy for an 
amazing Santa’s Grotto, all the lovely volunteers who 
gave up their time to help – a special mention to the  
cub leader team of 3 – Dave, Mark and Dave, who 
arrived at 8am on a Saturday to put up the Marquee in 
the pouring rain! And all of you that helped make this 
event such a success - including all of Overton 
Community who turned out despite the wind and rain 
to support Sunflowers so incredibly – Thank you all!! 
More photos on the website www.overtonoracle.com 

More from the Playcentre 
Happy New Year from the staff and committee at 
Overton Playcentre. We had a very busy but wonderful 
end to 2015 with lots of festive events. Our Christmas 
Fair was a huge success raising over £650 for the 
Playcentre. Our Christmas Raffle was another great 
success thanks to the amazing prizes that were donated 
by local businesses, December also saw the return of 
our turkey quiz, the turkey kindly donated by village 
butcher ME Evans. And  thank you to the Sunflowers 
organisation who very kindly presented Playcentre with 
a cheque to be used for additional needs resources as 
part of their pledge to create an inclusive community 
within the village.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported the Playcentre in 2015. As a charity we are 
reliant on fundraising and people’s tremendous 
goodwill. We are so appreciative of all the support we 
receive which enables us to continue to provide the 
amazing childcare that we are so proud of.  
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Musings from the 
Manse  

by Rev’d Phillip Poole 
Dear friends, 
At 6.30pm on the evening of 17th January 
Christians from the various denominations 
represented in the village will meet together at the 
Methodist Chapel to mark the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. On this occasion we will share in a 
Methodist "Covenant Service" which gives us the 
opportunity to renew our commitment to follow 
Jesus as his disciples. At the heart of this service is 
the covenant prayer, and the spirit of devotion 
contained in this prayer is something that I'm sure 
Christians from every denomination can identify 
with: 
“I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you 
will;  
put me to doing, put me to suffering;  
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,  
exalted for you, or brought low for you;  
let me be full, let me be empty,  
let me have all things, let me have nothing:  
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things  
to your pleasure and disposal.  
And now, glorious and blessed God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
you are mine and I am yours.” 
In the covenant service we promise to follow Christ, 
even when life is difficult for us, and to serve God 
and to serve others, even if this involves personal 
hardship and sacrifice. Methodists make these 
promises in January each year, but this year 
Overton's Christians will pray these prayers all 
together, signalling our resolve to be united and to 
journey together in mutual support and 
encouragement - an exciting prospect. !
Some people may be surprised to hear that 
Christians of different denominations can meet 
together in this way, but shared services like this 
have been held in the village for a number of years, 
and we have also met together many times for Bible 
studies and discussions, particularly during Lent. 
This is illustrative of a bigger change happening in 
the UK as a whole as Christians from different 
traditions are more and more willing to work and 
worship together. And it seems to me like the 
fulfilment of some words St Paul wrote at the end of 
2 Corinthians: "Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! 
Strive for full perfection, encourage one another, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace will be with you." We all have a chance to be 
part of something bigger that God is doing by 
joining together in this special united service on the 
17th.    So shall I see you there? 
God bless you in 2016, 
Phil Poole 

This New Year contribution is  
          from Luke & James Reardon 
Hi Guys,  
Here’s a word search to test your winter words. 

!
Here are some ideas for films to watch in 2016. 
Star Wars The Force Awakens !

      The Secret Life of Pets         

!
Jungle Book 

!
Finding Dory !!
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Dear Editor,!
With reference to the article in the November 2015 
Oracle “New Road Sign”, I love the smiley face - much 
more attention-attracting than many others. I also 
understand that it is to slow traffic down before the High 
Street. However I would have preferred it further outside 
the village nearer the start of the 30 mile an hour limit. It 
is on these bends where most of the accidents on the 
Wrexham Road have happened in the past.  
Still many many - far too many - cars travel far too fast 
coming into the village, many at much faster speeds 
than 30mph. That smiley face (or grimace) might have 
worked on them a little earlier before they reach the 
centre of the village. It is of course beyond the entrance 
to the playing field so is a little late positioned there if it 
is intended to make the entrance to the field safer. 
I do however fully support anything that helps in any 
way to slow traffic down anywhere and any how in the 
village. So I welcome Smiley and thank the OCC 
together with those who initiated it. 

Name & address supplied

Maelor Music Society 
On Wednesday 3rd February the renowned Rhos Male 
Voice Choir is coming to sing for the Maelor Music 
Society in the Maelor School Hall in Penley. It 
promises to be an evening of scintillating 
entertainment as anyone who has ever had the 
privilege to be present at such a performance can 
testify. Tickets are available on the door. £10 per 
adult; children and students are free. Please come 
along and give your all-important support to this local 
event featuring live music. Later in February, on the 
24th, we welcome young French pianist, Anne-Marie 
Lasseaux. See Maelor School website for details. 

Overton Royal British Legion 
100 Club  
Results of the “100 Club” draw for December.   

51 members entered and the draw was made at the 
White Horse. 
Winners - 
     1st Prize  £127.50  No 44 Eileen Palmer 
     2nd Prize £76.50    No 53 Rita Patterson 
     3rd Prize  £51.00    No 4   Alan Foukes 
Congratulations. Next Draw on January 13th

The Story of Cloy Chapel  
Following the article in the July 2015 edition requesting info on the Cloy Chapel, 
David Young has sent us the results of his research. 
Primitive Methodist meetings were held at Overton Poorhouse, at Lightwood 
Green, before the Cloy chapel was built in 1832. The society at Cloy became part 
of the Oswestry Circuit, in which William Doughty was a local preacher, having 
previously served the denomination as an itinerant and been imprisoned for a 
month after preaching in the open air in Oswestry. In January 1839 he records 
"Cloy Chapel. At 2:30 preached at the chapel; a mighty time." Minister Richard 
Ward preached at Cloy 1839 anniversary, when "The congregations were large and 
attentive." He preached there again in March 1849 and reported that "The revival 
has broke out here, and is going well.”                              (Artist’s impression drawn by Pat Richards, Johnstown) 
 The red-brick chapel, built in 1832, had seating for 65 people. You entered by the double doors in the porch and 
turned immediately right into the worship area, which had pews down each side and a central aisle. Another pew 
was at the side wall by the harmonium on the left in the front of the pulpit. There was a stove which burnt coke, 
in a gap between the pews, on the left, with a chimney which exited at the back of the chapel. The chapel had no 
electricity, and was lit with oil lamps. There was no school hall. The shed, painted pale blue, at the side also 
served as a stable for the Lears’ horse and buggy. Railings stood in front of the chapel, with a small wooden gate 
leading through to the door to the chapel, and double gates giving access to the stable, which had its own 
entrance round the side. Between the railings and the chapel wall was a pathway. 
The congregation was drawn from local farms, including from Lightwood Green and Knolton Bryn. The leading 
light in the society was local preacher Ted Lear, along with Maggie Lear, remembered as either his wife or his 
sister (sister seems the stronger memory). They lived at Lightwood Farm. Services or Sunday School were 3 
times a Sunday. The Sunday School was taught by Ted and Maggie Lear, and one ex-scholar remembers being 
taken to Sunday School in the Lears’ trap or buggy, and sometimes German bombers were seen overhead, 
presumably on their way to attack Liverpool. There were Sunday School parties and Nativity plays. Sunday 
School children sang “Jesus loves me, this I know” among other songs. When needed, such as at anniversaries 
and Nativity, a stage was erected at the front resting on the window ledge and the pulpit. 
A big tea party was held on Good Fridays, hot water being produced in a coal-fired boiler in the shed beside the 
chapel. Anniversaries were followed by a tea party and games at the Lears’ farmhouse. There was also an annual 
trip to Rhyl for the Sunday School children, parents, and others, together with people from the society at 
Overton, the journey being made in 4 or 5 hired coaches. This was followed by a party at Lightwood Hall. 
Mr Young would appreciate any further information or memories readers, or the present owner, might have of the 

chapel and its life, and especially any photographs of when it was still a church. (01978-290137)

Congratulations to the Overton Village Hall 
committee  for the beautiful Christmas decorations in 
the Hall,  which were appreciated by both the Overton 
W.I. and the Senior Citizens party.

Colour edition on www.overtonoracle.com �4

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com


St Mary’s PTA News 
We would like to say a big thank you to Jenna Evans and Lucy Edwards for organising a successful Pamper 
Evening at Overton Recreational Club, to raise funds for school. Those that attended had a wonderful time and, 
once again, school has benefitted from your hard work. 
On December 15th Danielle Baker organised our children’s gift swap day. This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
children to buy presents and surprises for their family members. The buzz of 
excitement in the school hall is just a wonderful experience. Thank you to you and 
your team for all the hard work and raising £290. Thank you to Amy Caswell for 
helping the children to design and print their own tea towels. A great initiative and 
great fun was had by all the children involved.  
Mr Wyn-Jones has recently organised for two water fountains to be installed in school 
and these are proving to be a great hit with both children and staff alike. The fountains 
were purchased from funds raised by PTA, so, once again, thank you everyone for 
organising and attending our events; it really does make things happen! 

Overton Rec. Club  Xmas Knockouts "
           Winner(s)    Runner up(s)  
Ladies Darts:  Laura Edwards  Kath Dorey 
Mens Darts:    Derek Edwards  Paul Edwards 
Pairs Darts:    Derek Edwards                 Sam Williams 
       & Lucy Edwards                  & Sandy Foster 
Dominoes Singles:  
          Mark Whittall                      Mary Perrin               
Dominoes Doubles:  
           Mary Perrin               Mark Whittall                         
                   & Avril Williams                  & Brian Malam 
Billiards:         Mike Dorey   Matt Grindley 
Snooker:        Mike Dorey                        Sam Williams 
Pool:              Alan Huxley                       Sam Williams 

"
Adverts are not included 

in the on-line archived edition of the 
Oracle. "

This is because the archive of the Oracle 
is available on-line going back many 

years and the adverts and contact details 
would be out of date

More photos"
from St 
Mary’s"
P.T.A
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All Change for the 
La Murette and Overton Twinning Association 
The latest news from La Murette tells us that 
following the recent AGM, Maryse Calame-Schmidt, 
after four years in post, is stepping down as Chair and 
is being replaced by Brigitte Reynaud.  We look 
forward to maintaining our links through the new 
committee. See photo of them below. !
In August 2016, it will be our turn to visit France and 
we all look forward to meeting up with our French 
friends. We are particularly interested to hear from 
families who would like to join us. In August 2015, 
we had a number of first-time visitors who were 
charmed with the whole event. Amongst them were 
several families who would love to have families 
from Overton visit them in France in the summer. 
Follow the “Twinning” links on the Overton village 
website to see FAQs and other details. 

Westminster 
News !
Congratulations to 
David Burton, Overton’s 
Group Scout Leader, 
who was invited to a 
service of thanksgiving 
for Long Service to 
Scouting & Guiding, held 
at Westminster Abbey. !
Congratulations to Overton business woman, Alice 
Murray, who was invited to the Wales Business 
Summit at the Houses of Parliament. 
Alice writes - !

“I was extremely 
honoured to be 
invited by Susan 
Elan Jones MP to 
attend the Welsh 
Office Business 
Summit at the 
Houses of 
Parliament on 
December 7th. !

I a r r i ved a t 1 
P a r l i a m e n t 
S q u a r e a n d 
managed to clear 
security! I was 
then invited to a 
‘Ques t i on and 
Answer’ session 
w i t h t h e F i r s t 
Minister, Carwyn 
Jones AM. There 
were several businesses in attendance but all bigger 
than mine. I felt it was valuable to raise the issue of 
the numbers of small but successful businesses that 
are run by Mums in Wales. This was discussed and 
how we could and should be supported for continued 
growth. 
Once the formal proceedings were concluded we 
were invited for refreshments and an opportunity to 
network before travelling home again. Thank you 
Susan Elan Jones for the wonderful opportunity.” 

   Alice Murray 

 The Blues Band’s Back! 
The Blues Band are coming back to play at Overton 
Village Hall on Friday Feb. 19th, 8pm doors for a 9pm 
show. They have told us that they regard it to be their 
favourite venue in North Wales!  !

The lineup is still the 
same with Paul Jones 
(ex Manfred Mann) 
v o c a l s a n d 
h a r m o n i c a , T o m 
M c G u i n n e s s ( e x 
M a n f r e d M a n n & 
McGuinness Fl int) 
guitar, Dave Kelly 
(Britain's top blues 

guitarist) Rob Townsend drums (ex Family) and Gary 
Fletcher on bass guitar. Tickets are £22 from the 
Corner Shop or by ringing Pete Evans on 01948 
770215. 
And dates for the diary: After the success of last 
years Blues Roots & Rock’n’Roll festival the Village 
Hall committee are pleased to announce the dates for 
the festival which are 6th and 7th May. The headline 
acts will be complimented by some fantastic local and 
national bands. all combined with a good selection of 
local real ales.

The return of the ‘Back to School’ Disco will be on 
20th February at the Village Hall hosted by the 
incredible duo Mr Barnfather and Chris Box! Dust 
off your dancing shoes and 80s/90s attire and 
relive your 
younger years!  
Tickets  on 
sale shortly 
Watch this 
space! 
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Family Announcements 
Happy January Birthdays to Dan Hunter, Sylvia 
Ogden, Micki Blair, Kyle Stubbert Pugh, Raymond 
Austin, Nathan Ryan Tombs, Poppy Bateman Green, 
Jack Pritchard, Karen Pritchard, Bob Thomson and 
Jim Eastop. 
Congratulations to Brian and Avril Williams for 
their Silver Wedding anniversary on December 5th. !
Sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
Malcolm Bottomley, ex local doctor. 
Sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
Edith Horton.  
Sincere condolences to family and friends of Fred 
Cooper who has passed away Dec 16th. 

What’s On 
January Diary for St Mary’s Services                !
Sunday January 3rd 10.00am Epiphany Family Village Praise   
Sunday January 10th    11.30am Holy Communion 
                       3-5pm Messy Church in the Scout Hut              
Sunday January 17th 10.00am Family Communion 
          6.30pm Unity & Covenant Service in Methodist Chapel 
Sunday January 24th 11.30am Family Communion 
Sunday January 31st 10am Group Family Holy Communion !
January Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel           
Sunday January 3rd  6.30pm Mr David Pickstone 
Sunday January 10th 6.30pm Mr Martin Woodhall             
Sunday January 17th 6.30pm Mr Phillip Poole - Covenant &  
    Unity Service 
Sunday January 24th 11am Mr Phil Oliver - All Age Worship 
Sunday January 31st 6.30pm Local arrangement  !
Tuesday January 12th 7.30pm Overton Community  

 Council meeting in the Parish Room. Members of  
 the public wishing to speak 7.20-7.30pm  !
Wednesday January 13th 10.30am Overton British  
 Legion meeting at the Scout Hut. All welcome. !
Wednesday January 13th 12.30pm Overton Lunch Club 
 at the White Horse. Booking required  !
Thursday January 14th 8.00pm Overton Community  
 Gardeners in the White Horse !
Thursday January 14th 7.30pm Erbistock WI meeting at  
 Erbistock Village Hall. Speaker: Wendy Parker - on  
 her business ‘Les Madames Crêpes’ !
Sunday January 17th 2.00pm The Overton Music Group  
 meeting in the White Horse  !
Thursday January 21st 7.30pm Overton WI meeting 
 in the Parish Room. Speaker: Albrighton Pottery  
 “Fun with clay, a hands on frolic” !
Monday February 1st 7.30pm Overton Bowling Club AGM  
 in the Parish Room !
Wednesday February 3rd 7.30pm Maelor Music Society in  
 the Maelor School Hall present the Rhos Male  
 Voice Choir !
Saturday March 5th 10.30am - 12noon Overton WI Coffee  
 Morning in the Village Hall 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

Copy deadline 20th of 
the previous month. Get 
your events & news to us 

early to avoid 
disappointment  

THIS INCLUDES  
ADVERTISEMENTS   

Leave your 
contributions, & 

announcements at the 
Corner Shop. 

Your Oracle Team - 
Chairman & Advertising 
David Burton;  Treasurer 
Rob Netzband–Piggott; 
Dis tr ibut ion Cynthia 
Davies; Charlotte Clarke, 
Euan Stevenson, Sean 
Clarke, Catherine Starkey 
& Gwynneth Austin 

Editor - Jill Burton. 
Tel 710631 or e-mail 

overtonoracle@gmail.com 

The Overton Oracle is printed and supported by “Business Print & Design” Wrexham. Tel. No. 01978  664726 
e-mail: info@bpandd.co.uk                 

The Oracle is delivered FREE to more than 650 homes in the Overton Area. Our thanks go the volunteer distributors who make 
sure you receive your copy each month. We operate a postal service for our long distance readers, and we are also on the Web.   
www.overtonoracle.com  You can also  e-mail us at overtonoracle@gmail.com  
Useful telephone numbers; POLICE: non emergency calls -101 or 0300 330 0101  LITTER CLEARANCE:   01978 298989 

Overton Lunch Club 
is on Wednesday January 13th at 
12.30pm at the White Horse. The menu 
will be Shepherd's Pie with seasonal veg 
and Trifle for dessert, all for £6.25.   
To book please ring Gwynneth Austin on 
710672

Congratulations 
Charlotte Scott-Davies, 23, of 
Eastwick Plant Centre, 
recently graduated from 
Anglia Ruskin University, 
Cambridge with a BSc (Hons) 
2:1 in Forensic Science and 
Criminology.  A former pupil of 
Ellesmere Primary School 
and Ellesmere College, she is 
now continuing to live and 
work in Cambridge. 

All articles & advertisements in the Overton Oracle are published in good faith & without prejudice. Space constraints mean that 
submitted articles may be edited or not published. Please be mindful that personal details submitted will be available on the internet.

The Annual General Meeting of!
the Overton & District Bowling Club 
will be held in the Parish Room!
on Monday February 1st at 7.30pm

For Sale 

The Senior Citizen's Christmas Party held on Tuesday 
December 1st in the Village Hall was well attended, the 
food served by members of Overton Parochial Church 
Council was tasty, and the entertainment from Russ 
Latham and her friend Derek was brilliant. Thank 
you Overton PCC for working hard to raise money to 
pay for the party and making the event so enjoyable. 
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