
Christmas Giving 
From the December 1st there will 
be a Christmas Tree at the end of 
Overton Playcentre's drive. There 
are two parts - 
1. Giving - We are giving 
everyone who is able to the 
opportunity to pass on Christmas 
cheer to those who are struggling 
this year. Please wrap up unused 
packaged gifts and label them with 
the age, gender or even what it is if 
that is better. Then put under the tree 
(in container to protect from rain). 
Please note that gifts need to be 
unused and in packaging intact, due 
to Covid-19.  
2. Taking and Receiving - If you or 
someone you know is in need or 
struggling or needs a boost this 
Christmas please TAKE from the pile 
of presents, relabel and give to those 
who need a gift. 
3. Any presents left behind on 21st 
Dec will be given to the Salvation 
Army or similar (that’s also why they 
need to be unused and labelled.)  
This is NOT a fundraiser. we just 
want to help all of us to share love to 
all that need it this Christmas,  
…………….…………………………. 
Christmas Cards are for sale in 
St Mary’s Church: 
price £2 for a pack of 
4 cards or 5 packs for 
£8. If it helps we can 
deliver; to be Covid-
safe you can leave the 
money in an envelope on doorstep. 
Contact Tracey on 07753 463125 
…………….…………………………. 
Monthly Litter pick 
The next monthly litter pick will be on 
Saturday 5th December and will meet 
at 10am outside the Corner Shop for 
an hour picking around the village. 
Children & dogs welcome. 
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Find the Christmas Advent windows 
Come and explore Overton’s Community Advent 
Calendar this December. Beginning on December 
1st, somewhere in the village one window each day 
will be decorated. Can you find each one?  Every 
day, until December 24th, look for the new window 
(or maybe a door), marked with the date and a letter. 
Collect all the letters, unscramble them, and claim 
your prize! 
Playcentre will be selling the sheets (£2 per entry) 
to record your letters and funds raised will be split 
between St Mary's Church and Overton Playcentre. When you have 
got all the letters and worked out the phrase post it through the 
letterbox at the road end of Overton Playcentre drive - the first correct 
answer to be pulled out of the Christmas Stocking will win! So pull on 
those winter boots, don your hats and scarves and take to the 
pavements (safely and socially distanced of course;  pavements only - 
not in gardens please!!).  
Don't forget to look up, look down, look all around!! Explore our 
beautiful village searching for Christmas Advent Windows!  

Christmas cheer  
Overton’s Christmas lights are due to go up on Wednesday 
1st December, along with the Christmas Tree and lights 
outside the village hall! As we sign off the year we can all 
agree that 2020 will be one that no one will ever forget. It has 
been a difficult year for many of us. But, despite these 
challenging times, how Overton as a community came 
together to help and show support for each other was 
remarkable. But not surprising because Overton has "form" in 

this area, and our supportive community spirit has long pre-dated 
Covid. We overheard one resident say the other day, "If you HAVE to 
have a crisis, you want to have the crisis in Overton!"  We couldn't 
have put it better ourselves.  
Sadly, though, we're likely facing some potentially difficult months to 
come and we'll need to continue to be mindful of the more vulnerable 
especially the elderly who are living alone.  A charity called Re-engage 
has set up a befriending service, ‘Call Companions’ - a free service for 
older people who live alone and could do with a friendly phone call 
every week or two. What’s great is that the same person calls every 
time so, gradually, you get to know one another. If you, or someone 
you know, would find this helpful please ring on 0800 716543. If you'd 
like to volunteer call  0800 716543.  
Overton Community Council would like to wish everyone in the 

community a Merry Christmas and a peaceful, happy 2021 
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Seeds from St Mary’s 
…………………………..………

by Rev’d. Peter Mackriell 
There was a small quavering voice singing 
“Once in Royal David’s City”, a flickering 
candle caught in a draught, and a baby doll 
in the straw. It was a typical Christmas 
celebration in church, but for Richard it wasn’t these 
things that reminded him of his vulnerability and brought 
a lump to his throat, but the ache of arthritis and the 
frustration of knowing that he wasn’t as fit as he used to 
be.  Life was a bit more of a challenge these days. 
Jane was really missing Andrew tonight.  She knew that it 
wouldn’t be easy, coming to the carol service on her own.  
Losing your best friend after forty-five years was 
devastating and although he’d always joked about going 
first – “you’re the one from a long-living family” – she 
was totally unprepared for life on her own. She felt the 
tears well up as she heard the familiar words, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.”  Even 
here in church, God felt a long way away.       
Greg stared into the middle distance, not concentrating at 
all on the service, just letting the words and the music 
wash over him but aware of Molly’s little hand in his.  
Funny how children pick up on our moods, he thought.  
But how was he going to tell Rachel about his 
redundancy?  They had such plans and now they might 
not be able to realise any of them. 
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
Into the fragility of our lives - loving, losing, growing, 
dying, laughing, crying – Jesus comes.  We know that the 
birth of a baby is good news, but there is also good news 
in knowing about his death.  This child will show us how 
to live, and his teaching will outlive him by thousands of 
years; but he will also show us how to respond to the 
challenges and the choices that life presents us with.  He 
will die nobly, even alongside criminals, and then he will 
demonstrate that death is not the end.  And, “to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God.” 
The carol service came to an end. Faced with the 
challenges of their lives, the church congregation felt 
more ready to take on the next few days. In the winter 
darkness, the light was still shining and from the manger 
there radiated hope. As they filed out of the building, 
each one of them knew that the things that caused them 
pain were also, strangely. the things that were also 
drawing them closer to God. Their pain was also his pain.  
His joy could be their joy. 
Happy Christmas!                              Peter Mackriell

Overton-on-Dee W.I. News 
We recently enjoyed our AGM via the 
virtual world of Zoom. During the meeting 
we looked back on all we had done 
throughout the year and were amazed that we’d done so 
much under present circumstances. Our speaker  for the 
e v e n i n g w a s 
Malcolm Whittall, 
Car toonist , who 
showed us all how 
to draw cartoons. It 
was great fun and 
w e w e r e a l l 
impressed with our 
efforts! We have 
also been loving 
o u r W h a t s A p p 
Groups for daily contact, 
including our Book Club, which for the last seven 
months has enjoyed hearing each others voices recite 
poems and read short stories. We have had a lot of fun 
too in producing several playlists of members favourite 
songs from our Music Challenges, held Quizzes and 
hosted our own Desert Island Discs. Another first was a 
Zoom Craft Workshop in which members like myself 
with no crafting abilities whatsoever were shown how to 
create stunning Christmas cards, including a 3D one, 
with kits provided by our tutor. We are certainly finding 
new ways to keep in touch. 
We would like to thank the Royal British Legion, Rev’d 
Peter Mackriell and all those responsible for the 
poignant and dignified Ceremony of Remembrance on 
Sunday 8th November, and again on Wednesday 11th 
November. Appreciation to all involved in the stunning 
display of poppies in the Church and for organising the 
visits to ensure as many people as possible could see 
and appreciate the wonderful display. 
Best wishes to everyone,                        Margaret O’Neill 

President Overton-on-Dee W.I.

Christmas at St Mary’s 
As we go to press we do not know what changes there 
will be in Welsh Gov. guidance. Due to restrictions on 
the number of people allowed in church, you are invited 
to book your pew at Christmas Services this year. 
Booking is from Mon. 7 Dec to Fri. 18 Dec at 6.00pm.   
Book your pew by emailing 
overton@maelormissionarea.uk or phoning Jo 
Kember on 710624.  Please supply the following - 
1) Name, contact number and/or email address   
2) For each household requesting seating, the number of  
    adults and number of children  
3) Which of following services you would like to book: 
• Sunday 20 Dec. 6.00pm Candlelit Carol Service 
• Thurs 24 Dec. 4.00pm  Crib & Christingle Service 
• Thurs 24 Dec.11.00pm First Communion of Christmas 
Pews will be allocated as available and you will be 
issued with a pew number. Only those who have booked 
for these services will be admitted. We apologise in 
advance for any inconvenience this may cause, but we 
have to limit attendance by law. Please note that you do 
not need to book for any other services in December 
(see “What’s On” on the back page), including the 
Christmas Day service. 

Keeping Fit  
Fitness classes in Overton Village Hall are starting in 
December; some spaces are still available. Please call 
Catherine on 07917283955.

A WI Zoom meeting

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Support your Village Hall  
You are invited to join Overton Village Hall Trustees at 
their AGM on Tuesday December 15th. The business will 
take place in the main Village Hall at 7:00pm.  
Regrettably, we have not yet managed to find a volunteer 
to assist the chairman with some admin tasks. Hopefully, 
there will be someone who is prepared to lend a hand in 
this respect – if so, please call or message Bill Grindley 
on 07563 826 271               For and on behalf of Overton 

Village Hall Management Committee 

Wrexham C B C News from Cllr John McCusker 
Street Lights are being converted to LED. Wrexham Council is responsible for 
18,000 illuminated units mainly lampposts with some traffic signs. The cost of 
providing this service is £1.2m per annum of which £700k is energy costs and the 
balance for maintenance of the assets. In conjunction with the Government 
“Invest to Save Scheme” replacement of 10,000 units has already taken place 
with the balance to hopefully be completed in the next few months. 
Notwithstanding the financial benefits to the Council the environmental benefits 
from reduced energy consumption and associated carbon emissions will help 
deliver against the Councils well-being planning objectives. The work undertaken 
will reduce energy consumption by 33%, reduce energy costs by 40% and 
reduce carbon emissions by 67%. 
All the pavements in Overton covered by vegetation etc are due to be cleared 
this month by WCBC. WCBC also intend to repair the gulley on Wrexham Road 
which is loose and resurface a stretch of Wrexham Road/A538 from Argoed Lane  
towards the park. The gullies will also be cleaned at the same time. The noisy 
grid by the park entrance is on the list to be done as well. 

Congratulations 
Winners have been announced at the 2020 Accolades 
Awards for innovative projects. Congratulations to The 
Rainbow Centre in Penley, for winning the Award 
“Working with and listening to people living with 
dementia” sponsored by Blake Morgan, for its day 
centre project, a purpose-built community hub that 
provides a range of interventions, such as social 
interest and exercise groups, community outreach and 
befriending, as well as community transport and 
volunteering opportunities. The project aims to promote 
positive ageing and empower older people to stay as 
independent as possible and reconnect with the local 
community. The Accolades awards, which are 
organised by Social Care Wales, recognise, celebrate 
and share excellent social care, early years and 
childcare practice in Wales.  

The Rainbow Meals on Wheels menu for December 
menu is available on the Oracle website 

Have respect 
We are so fortunate to have so many footpaths around 
the village plus the Millennium Meadow where we are 
able to walk our dogs. It is therefore most annoying to 
find some irresponsible dog owners allow their pets to 
use other people’s front gardens as a toilet. Please 
respect other people’s gardens.             Sarah Lawrenson

Thank you 
Thank you to Jill and her team for producing the Oracle 
throughout this troubled year. And to the contributors 
for their interesting, enjoyable and informative articles.  

Cynthia Smith

Take your Vitamin D 
There are recent advances in the treatment of the 
Corona virus which you need to be aware of. As a retired 
doctor, as well as a being a retired vicar, I try to keep in 
touch with advances in medicine. I've learnt recently that 
there is a growing body of research that suggests that 
Vitamin D supplements could prove to be a highly 
effective Corona Virus defence.
A series of studies have shown that this simple treatment 
has a tremendous potential to save lives. A single 
Vitamin D tablet once a day can reduce the risk of 
catching the corona virus by 50% and the risk of dying by 
50%. Vitamin D tablets are not available on the NHS and 
are not suitable for children but are available in your local 
chemist or Boots. The recommended dose is 25mg daily 
but check with your chemist.
Please think very seriously on what I've told you. It is 
good news about the vaccine but for the moment your 
best bet is Vitamin D.
You are all in my thoughts and prayers           David Child

Keep up the good work 
Wrexham Council testing centre identifies 18 
geographical areas for reporting on the number of 
Covid-19 cases, and Overton is grouped with Bangor on 
Dee. We are constantly identified as the lowest area for 
new infections.   
That confirms all the good work we are doing looking 
after ourselves and others in these most difficult of times. 
More of the same please. Stay safe. 

Cllr John McCusker  

Many thanks  to Overton 
Community Growers and the 
Overton Wildlife Group for all 
their hard work and time 
ensuring that all the beds and 
p l a n t e r s a r e c a r e d f o r , 
producing a display of colour 
throughout the year and 
managing the wildflower areas 
and the bug hotels in and 
around the village.  
Thank you to Eastwick Plant 
Centre and Knolton Nursery for 
their continued support and 
supply of plants for the village. 

Overton Community Council.

mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
http://overtonoracle.com
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June Jones 
We recently reported the death of Reg Jones after a long illness. It is with great sadness that we report that his wife 
June has passed away. 
June was a native of Overton and joined in all the activities of the village. As a child she was in the Girls Guildry 
which later became The Girls Brigade. As a young teenager, she and her friends joined the Girls Morris Dancing 
Troup and she became leader. They could be seen competing in local carnivals, and this was revived for the 1987 
carnival as the "Overton Orange Blossoms”. June enjoyed sport and was a member of the girls rounders team. She 
met Reg as a fifteen year old and their youthful romance blossomed into marriage in 1959. She was a well known 
face in the village chemist where she worked for several years.She was a WI member, served on the committee and 
was a member of the 1970s WI rounders team. 
She and Reg moved to Maelor Court having started their married life in Dispensary 
Row. They were devoted to each other and to their family. June was assistant Cub 
Scout leader to Gwen Griffiths for sixteen years (fondly known by the Cubs as Baloo).  
June's cooking skills were put to use as Head Cook at Overton School, appearing in 
one school pantomime as a Punk Rocker! She also shared Reg's love of the Bowling 
Club and helped with hospitality and bottle stalls at the fete etc in addition to 
participating in the matches played. June enjoyed visiting La Murette in France with the 
Twinning and also cooking and baking for their fundraising events.  
Both she and Reg were bell ringers and New Years Eve would see them leaving the 
Village Hall celebrations to ring in the New Year, enjoying a mince pie before returning 
to the Hall. 
They have contributed to the village community that we enjoy today, and we are 
grateful. 
Our thoughts are with their family and friends at this sad time.

Thank you to Keith 
Our Tower Captain Keith Overthrow, recently announced his retirement. We are very 
grateful to Keith for his many years of service to St Mary’s and the community of 
Overton.  Keith learnt to ring in Overton in 1973 and he became Tower Captain in 1979, 

so he has given over 40 years’ service.  He also wound the church clock from 1979 until 2010.   
Keith has taught many people to ring; he is reportedly a very patient bell ringing teacher. We have 
a couple of Jims in the Tower at the moment, and one said that after a spate of stay bashing 
(breaking the piece of wood that stops a bell from going round and round), Keith came to practice 
with a bundle of 6 stays and said “this could take some time, so I’ve put an order in at the wood 
yard.  I’ve nearly got the hang of the ringing now, but I’m an expert at changing stays”. Another 
said “ I remember that in my first 6 months of ringing I broke the stay on bell number 2 (a rite of passage for all bell 
ringers). On the next practice day, it had all been repaired and he told me that when he replaced it, he noticed it had a 
crack in it anyway and so whoever was ringing, it would have broken. I don’t think there was, he was trying to make 
me feel better about it.”  
Keith is a keen follower of Derby County, a dedicated bowls player and is still as energetic as a man half his age (87, 
I believe).  He has fulfilled many roles at St Mary’s, but his work in the Bell Tower is definitely the most obvious as 
he has been responsible for peals on happy and sad occasions, as well as calling people to worship Sunday by 
Sunday. 
As our new Tower Captain, Clare Morris, says, this really is “the end of an era”. Thank you, Keith.

Wild Thyme in Overton Village 
Described as a cookbook like no other, Jenny Horton’s 
newly published ‘The Wild Thyme Cookbook’ contains over 
300 contemporary and classic dishes with an emphasis on 
using natural foods where possible. It is sprinkled with 
photos and memories of times past, seasoned with humour 
and served up in style.  
Acknowledgements are made to Overtonians  Rob Davies 
of Bramblewood Publishing for his expertise as editor and 
publisher, Fred Langford Edwards for his enhancement of 
the old photos and Simon Glantz for his advice on nutrition: 
yet another example of village life functioning at its best.  
For a copy for yourself or for a Christmas gift, you can buy 
a copy of The Wild Thyme Cookbook on Amazon, at 
Overton Corner Shop or call Jenny on 01978 710646 for a 
personally signed copy. 

http://overtonoracle.com
mailto:overtonoracle@gmail.com
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Overton’s tribute of poppies Tracey Leech wishes to thank everyone who helped and contributed to create 
the inspiring poppy display in St Mary’s Church. (photo below right) There are so many who contributed but a 
couple to mention are Sharman Parry who worked so hard with the names of the fallen on her poppies, and also a 
mention for June McLaughlin who created the horse’s head with purple 

poppies in tribute to animals that served in 
wartime. (photo far left) And 
thanks to Dave Austin RBL 
Standard Bearer for keeping 
vigil. There was also a poppy 
display in Overton Methodist 
Chapel. (see photo left) 
Colour photos in colour edition of 
the Oracle on the website and extra 
photos in the online Gallery, see 

  

https://overtonoracle.weebly.com/gallery.html 

St Mary’s School News 
Adapting to life during a Pandemic – A Virtual Open Day and a Virtual Remembrance Service! 
Over the past month, life at St Mary’s has been extremely busy. As the Government guidelines have restricted us 
from having an Open Day this year, instead, all classes contributed to a ‘Virtual Open Day’. Each class hosted and 
talked about areas of the school including the reading den, forest school and what they have been learning about in 
their own classes. The video was posted on our school website and YouTube and has been viewed over 500 times! 
All the classes enjoyed filming and talking about our school and we think the pupils did a great job in showing what a 
fantastic place of learning St Mary’s is.  
Watch our Virtual Open Day via this link: https://youtu.be/DjHbG3ZhNb0 
As we could not attend St Mary’s Church this year to carry out our annual Act of Remembrance, Year 6 instead 
created a video which was shared on YouTube and streamed to all classes at the same time in line with the 11 
o’clock silence. Pupils created a video of Remembrance based on theme of ‘Pause, Reflect and Remember’ and 
how we need to remember those who have fought in conflicts around the world more than ever, as our modern lives, 

filled with technology, can be a distraction. The virtual service also reminded 
us to remember those who are still giving service in sacrifice in this present 
day, fighting the COVID pandemic. 
Year 1 and 2 (photo left) also contributed to Remembrance by painting a 
range of poppies to display at the front of school. They used their fabulous 
art and shading skills to make poppies with messages of what they felt 
about how war made them feel and what they could remember from 
activities in class. 

We’d like to thank the many others in our local community who logged in and watched our Remembrance Service.  
We will remember them.  
Watch our Remembrance Service via this link   https://youtu.be/9Mw5nYi97VI 
You can keep up to date with news at St Mary’s via our Facebook page @stmarysCiWSchool and our website 
https://stmarys-overton-pri.wrexham.sch.uk/              by Year 6 Chief Reporters Tomos Williams and Oliver Jones 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

A message from St Mary’s School Headteacher, Mrs Louise Williams 
I am so pleased to introduce our virtual tour to you this year (Please follow the link: https://youtu.be/DjHbG3ZhNb0). You will see 
from our video just what a happy and purposeful school St Mary's is. We are very proud of our school; underpinned by our core 
values of ‘dream, aspire and achieve through love and faith’; the range of experiences and level of care provided by our dedicated 
team for the children is outstanding. Please join me in stepping inside this very special place.   
Applications for our Reception Class for 2021-22  From September 28, 2020 you can apply for a reception school place for 
your child. Places open to children who will have reached the age of 4 by August 31, 2021. You can apply online using this 
link: https://www.wrexham.gov.uk/school/st-marys-church-wales-voluntary-aided-school-overton You will also get an email letting 
you know your application has been received. Alternatively paper applications are available from Contact Wrexham, 16 Lord 
Street, Wrexham, LL11 1LG.  The closing date was Nov 20, 2020.  Late applications are dealt with after those received on time. 
Applications for Nursery: From January 6, 2021 you can apply for a nursery school place for your child. Places are open to 
children who will have reached the age of three by August 31, 2020.    You can apply as the Spring Term starts via this link:   
https://www.wrexham.gov.uk/service/school-admissions/nursery-school-admissions. Alternatively paper applications are available 
from Contact Wrexham, 16 Lord Street, Wrexham, LL11 1LG.       The closing date for applications is February 21, 2021.  

Overton Growers update   As we head into the winter season the mini plots will be cleared and mucked, the 
hanging baskets will have winter displays and the Scout Hut boxes will be having a tidy and a lick of paint. The car 
park wildlife garden will also be tidied, but not too much or the mini beasts will have nowhere to hide from the cold. 
We hoped to decorate the lovely Christmas tree that stands in the middle this year but as we may struggle to have 
any kind of gathering at the moment, I will instead leave you with the theme of ‘plastic free decorations’ - please feel 
free to make your own and hang it up in the lead up to Christmas. I will post lots of ideas on our Facebook page to 
help.  The remaining Growers Cider has now been bottled (in sterilised, recycled beer bottles) and is available to all 
for a reasonable donation. Contact Claire at overtongrowers@gmail.com to place an order & arrange local delivery or 
pick up. It is very strong stuff, so it will make for a very Merry Christmas!                                        Claire Latham
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  Overton Royal British Legion  
                         120 Club  
         Results of the “120 Club” Draw for November 
2020. 120 members entered and the draw was 

made on November 11th 2020. Winning numbers were 
selected by the ‘Random Number Generator’.   

Winners  
   1st Prize   £240.00   No 101   Pat Edwards    
   2nd Prize  £120.00   No   74   Alan Edwards   
   3rd Prize   £  60.00   No   70   Duncan Rennie  
   Legion Fund: £180.00          

CONGRATULATIONS    

Next Draw will be a BONUS DRAW Dec. 9th 2020 
(10 numbers will be drawn and each winner will receive  

10% of the total prize fund) 
Please Note: THE RBL "120 CLUB" DRAW WILL 

CONTINUE TO TAKE PLACE EACH MONTH DURING 
THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS. 

“If you don’t pay …you don’t play!” 

Facts you may wish to know 
• The "100 Club" was started in December 2015. 
• Changed to the "120 Club" in September 2019 
• There have been 60 Draws. 
• Different winning numbers:- 89. 
• Unfortunately non winning numbers:-  31. 
• Some numbers have been drawn 4 or 5 times, others 

not at all. 
• Total Funds collected :- £29,035. 
• Total Prize Winnings paid out:- £21,722.50 

Thank You 
The Chairman and Members of the Royal British Legion 
Overton on Dee Branch would like to thank all those 
who took part in our tributes to the fallen on 
Remembrance Sunday, and on Armistice Day. Also 
particular thanks to those members of the community 
who came along to observe, and followed the social 
distancing rules, which enabled the events to be carried 
out in a safe manner according to advised Covid 19 
guidelines. Your cooperation was very much appreciated. 
Thank you again.                         Overton on Dee RBL. 

Overton Recreational Club Christmas Opening 
Sat Dec 5th      Kayleigh’s Music Quiz 
Sat Dec 19th   1.30pm The Overton Treasure Hunt, Pre booking 
essential. £5 per team inc mulled wine and mincepie plus free 
drink and sweetie bag for the kids. Cash prize for winning team 
followed by Kids Play Your Cards Right! 
Sun Dec 20th  Cynthia’s Christmas Quiz & Grand Raffle Draw 
Christmas Eve Open 7.00pm – 10.00pm 
Christmas Day Open 12.00pm – 2.00pm & 7.00pm – 10pm 
Boxing Day      Open 12.00pm – 10.00pm 
Sun Dec 27th    Open 2.00pm – 10.00pm – Family Fun Quiz 
Thur Dec 31st   New Year’s Eve - from 5.00pm 
Fri Jan 1st             Open 7.00pm – 10.00pm 
Sun Jan 10th    New Year Quiz 
We have Bingo every Thursday and Eddie’s Meat Raffle drawn 
every Sunday Evening to win a £20 voucher for M.E.Evans 
Butchers. Please check our Facebook page for regular updates 
Thank you to all of our members and visitors for your ongoing 
support in this challenging year. We wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year! 

Left: Overton branch of Royal 
British Legion at Armistice Day 

Right: St Mary’s School Yr 6 
Remembrance video 

Left and below:  
St Marys School Yr 6 
narrate the school’s 
virtual open day 

Left; St Mary’s Church 
poppy display 

Adverts are not included in 
the on-line archived edition 

of the Oracle. 
This is because the archive 

of the Oracle is available on-
line going back many years 

and the adverts and  
contact details  

would be out of date. 
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Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year to all 
my family, friends and neighbours in and around 
Overton!   Love from Gerry Owen and family  
Due to the present situation, I will not be 
sending out Christmas cards this year. Instead I feel 
that a donation to the NHS would be more beneficial. 
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing to you 
all a very Happy and Safe Christmas.    Dave Austin 

email: overtonoracle@gmail.com

Family Announcements 
Congratulations to George and Cynthia 
Smith on their Golden Wedding on 
December 19th. 
Happy December Birthdays to George 
Clarke, John Eve, Amelia Lloyd, Paul 
Whittaker, Gwyn Owen, Nick Russell, Joseph 
Thomas, Iris Edwards, Carol Morrison, Howard 
Jones, Walter Roberts, Daniella Jones, Gareth Evans, 
Lisa Edwards, Aled Owen, Helen Roberts, Brian 
Williams, Amelia Lloyd, Aneira and Osian Barlow, 
Pene Coles, Aeddan Farley-Morris, Lauren Elizabeth 
Cheshire, Sean Clarke, Sarah Jane Hellingman, 
Catherine Starkey and Mark Blythen. 
Sincere condolences to the family and friends of June 
Jones who passed away in November. 

What’s On 
December Diary for St Mary’s Services 
Sunday December 6th    10.00am Advent All Age Worship 
Sunday December 13th  11.00am Morning Prayer 
Sunday December 20th  11.00am Holy Communion 
                                         6.00pm Candlelit Carol Service 
Thursday December 24th 4.00pm Crib & Christingle 
                                      11.00pm First Communion of Christmas 
Friday December 25th     11.00pm Family Communion 
Sunday December 27th    11.00am Group Eucharist 
December Diary for Overton Methodist Chapel  
Sunday December   6th  2.30pm Rev. Neville Pugh  
Sunday December 13th  2.30pm Rev. Phillip Poole   
Sunday December 20th  2.30pm Rev. Richard Parkes 
Sunday December 27th  2.30pm Rev. Phillip Poole 
Tuesday December 8th 6.50pm Overton Community  
Council held remotely via ‘GoToMeeting’. If members of the 
public would like to "attend" they should contact Katrina Chalk 
on clerk@overton-on-dee.co.uk for log in details. Members of 
the public wishing to speak 6.50pm-7.00pm. 

For Sale        

Dustbin Days 
Thursday Dec   3rd Garden Waste & Recycling / food 
Thursday Dec 10th General Waste & Recycling / food 
Thursday Dec 17th General Waste & Recycling / food 
Thursday Dec 24th Recycling / food waste only 
Thursday Dec 31st General Waste & Recycling / food 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
Next copy deadline is 

16th of December.  
Get your events & news 

to us early to avoid 
disappointment  

THIS INCLUDES  
ADVERTISEMENTS   

Leave your contributions 
& announcements at the 
Corner Shop or email 

overtonoracle@gmail.com

Your Oracle Team - 
Chairman & Advertising 
David Burton;  Treasurer 
Rob Netzband–Piggott; 
Dis tr ibut ion Cynthia 
Davies; Euan Stevenson, 
Sean Clarke, Jenny Bellis, 
Gwynneth Austin & John 
Herbert. 

Editor - Jill Burton. 
Tel 710631 or e-mail 

overtonoracle@gmail.com 

At Christmas support our local businesses 
The White Horse 
It’s getting very festive here at the White Horse and we’re 
looking forward to spending our first Christmas in the village. 
We have lots of fun things planned, from mulled wine and 
mince pies to Pizza and Prosecco, as well as serving a festive 
menu on our Christmas Party nights. We have loads of fab 
prizes in our Christmas raffle and quiz. We will be open from 
12-2.30 on Christmas Day and look forward to seeing everyone 
for a pre-lunch drink.                  Kathy, Jim and the family 
Two Doves Coffee Shop 
Xmas Decorations on 3 FOR 2 
Christmas & Chocolate Hampers to pre-order - call 710310 
Current Opening Hours Monday to Friday  9am – 4pm 
Christmas Eve Thursday 24th Dec 9am to 12 noon 
Closed from 25th Dec to Monday 4th January 2021 
M.E. Evans Butchers  Christmas openings 

Order whole turkeys by Dec 9th, other orders by Dec 19th 
Sunday 20th - Closed                  Monday 21st - 8am - 5pm
Tuesday 22nd - 8am - 6pm          Wednesday 23rd - 7am - 7pm
Thursday 24th - 7am - 1pm         Closed 25th to 28th
Tuesday 29th - 10am - 2pm        Wednesday 30th - 9am - 3pm
Thursday 31st - 9am  - 3pm        Friday 1st to 3rd - closed
Monday 4th January 9am - 4pm, Tuesday 5th back to normal
Free home delivery if required.
Knolton Market Garden & Cheese Machine Still open 
24/7. Only apples, potatoes & squashes left now, but the week 
before Xmas sale of six legged parsnips, damaged carrots, ugly 
celeriac and fabulous cabbages. They are not pretty but they 
are tasty, organic and highly nutritious! Big thanks to everyone 
who has supported our little family & bought produce from me 
this year; it does really make a difference to shop local. 
Overton Library closes on Wed. 23rd Dec & opens again 
Mon. 4th January 2021. Rebecca would like to say a big thank 
you to all library users for their patience and understanding, and 

hopes that they have been happy with the limited service 
that’s been available to them over the last few months. 

The Overton Oracle is printed and supported by “Business Print & Design” Wrexham. Tel. No. 01978  
664726 

e-mail: info@bpandd.co.uk                 

The Oracle (in normal times) is delivered FREE to more than 650 homes in the Overton Area. Our thanks go the volunteer 
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